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THE 


PREFACE. 


Candid Reader, 


AVING had the Opportunity 
of peruſing the following Diſ- 


courſes, I do with Pleaſure re- 


commend them to the World, as found, 
ſeaſonable, and ſolid Compoſures. They 


appear to me to contain, The Words of 


Truth and Soberneſs ; and to be well a- 
dapted to correct the Errors of the pre- 
ſent Day, as well as to promote vital and 
practical Godlineſs---The Obſervations in 
them are pious, pertinent, and inſtruc- 


tive; and ſo well ſuited to the Times we 


live in, that they are like Afples of Gold 


in Pictures of Silver. The Stile iseaſy and 


natural, and the practical Inferences, af- 
| fectionate and poignant, equally ficted to 


alarm Sinners, and comfort the Saints of 


God amidſt the various Miſeries that at- 


tend their preſent Pilgrimage thro this 


Valley of Tears, thisuncertainanddifficult 
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iv The PREFACE. 
State of Probation. In a Word, Iam hum- 
bly of Opinion, that the Diſcourſes afore- 
ſaid are grave and maſculine; that they 
indicate a ſober, humble, well-informed 
Mind, and a warm Heart, 1 therefore 
earnelily-beſeech the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to bleſs them to thoſe no- 
ble Ends for which they are ſpecially a- 
dapted, for the Sake of his dear Son! 
Upon hearing the Reverend Author of 
theaforeſaid Diſcourſes preach frequent- 
ly in this ty, particularly inhislaſt Viſit, 
and, af er frequent Converſation with 
him in private, Ifind, to my great Satis- | 
faction, that he is clear and found in the 
great Doctrines of Religion, and preaches 
exactly agrecable to the Doctrinal Arti- 
cles of the Church of England, and our 
Weſtminſter Confeſſion of pail between 
which there is the ſweeteſt Harmony. 
It was likewiſe peculiarly agreeable to 
me, to hear the aforeſaid Gentleman o- 
penly and boldly declare in his publick 
Diſcourſes, againſt that deteſtable and 
dangerousError of the Antinomians, viz. 
That Perſons are actually juſtified befare | 
Faith; which is the proton pſeudos, or 


fit ſt Riſe of all their Abominations. 
And 


* 


Be PRB FACE. 

And I think it my Duty, having this 
Opportunity, to inform the Public k, that 
the Author of the following Diſcourſes, 
has declared hrs Senti ments in this City, 
againſt that perilous/gnus fatuus, Entbu- 


ſiaſm (particularly in his laſt agreeable V \- 


fit) with equal Zeal; the Quinteſſenceo f 
which, asI conceive, conſiſts in following 
Impulſes, or our own Fancy, as a Rule of 
Conduct, without the written Word, 
while the ſober Uſe of Reaſon is rejected: 
This, the Reverend Mr. Wnr1TEFIELD 
hasexpreſly oppoſed and declared againſt. 
There are ſome Things in this faithful 


Servant of Chriſt which I cannot but ad- 


mire as very uncommon, vis. His conti- 
nued burning Zeal for the Kingdom of 
Chriſt for ſo many Years, with but little 
Interruption, comparatively : His indefa- 
tigable Labours for God, eſpecially in 
preaching the everlaſting Goſpel daily, for 
ſo long a Space of Time: The Preſerva- 
tion of his weak Conſtitution, from being 
entirely ruin d by ſuch an extraordinary 
Courſe of vehement Laboursand fatiguing 
Travel: The Preſervation of his Scul, 


f om being either quite lifted upand carri- 
ed away with Przde, in the midſt of ſo 


A 3 much 


vi The PREFACE. 
much Popularity and Applauſe, or at; 
times quite ſunk in melancholy Deſpon- 
dency, under the Withdrawings of God's 
comfortable Preſence, the Jealouſies and 
Deſections of dear Friends and Enemies, 
whereby his Chara&er has been with Art 
and Elegance, exceedingly and unjuſtly 
blackened; tho' by ſome, at leaſt in all 
Probability, with an honeſt Intention: 
Add to theſe Sources of Grief, the Apoſ- 
taciesof divers promiſing Profeſſors; ſome 
from the ſound Doctrines of Religion, and 
ſome from Truth and practical Godlineſs 
both together; with the fiery Darts of 
Satan's Temptations, ſuited to the afore- 
ſaid Circumſtances of Diſtreſs. 
1˖ may add to theſe, his extraordinary 
Succeſs in winning poor Sinners to the 
Lord Jeſs Chriſt, and building up Saints 
in Knowledge, Faith, Holineſs, and 
Comfort! N eG 
Having had more Opportunities to 
know ihe Fruits of bis Labcurs in the. 
_ Geſpel-Miniſtry than many others, be- 
cauſe of my Travels in America, I can 
freely and ſafely declare, that J have met 
with many who have given a rational and 
ſcriptural Account oftheir Converſion 05 
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his Miniſtry, and do crown their Narra- 
tive by a holy Practice. I heartily wiſh 
that ſome ingenious Gentlemen of Fi- 
gure and Character who have wrote a- 
gainſt him, and have poſſibly been influ- ih 
enced thereto, in a Meaſure, by a wrong | 
Informarion reſpecting ſome Particulars 1 
in his Preaching and Conduct, had but 0 
the Opportunity of hearing him preach "hy 
frequently, and pray, not only in publick, 1 
but in private, as well as of free Converſa- 
tion with him about the Things they ob- 
ject; I cannot but think that they would 
then alter their Sentiments concerning 
him. Surely their Jealouſies would be re- 
moved, and their preſent apparent Aver- 
ſion turned into Wonder and Love. For 
my own Part, I muſt ſpeak honourabl 
of him, for God's Sake, and for 'Truth's 
Sake, ſhould it coſt me never ſo dear,--- 
He comes out ſo clearly, fo boldly, and bil 
prudenily, for the ſweet, ſweet, ſweet 10 
Truths of the ever-bleſſed LoRD Tesvs,, | 
that it charms my Heart ivto Admiration 
and Love. If he doth not preach the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, in my humble Opinion, it 4 
is not in the Bible. I believe in my Heart, I 
and Ithink, with ſufficient Reaſon, my 1 
2 18 1 
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viti The PREFACE. 
his Deſigns in travelling are pious and ho- 
nourable, vig. To bring poor Sinners to 
Chriſt, and to build them up in him. And 
he is for the general, uncommonly enli- 
vened and aſſiſted in his bleſſed Maſter's 
Service, He preaches the great Doctrines 
of the Reformed Churches, viz. Original 
Sin, Tuſtification by Faith al;ne, Man's 
Impotency to do ſpiritual Good, Regenera- 
ion, Sancliſication and Perſeverance. __ 
Theſe i important Points he mainly inſiſts 
upon, and that with Clearneſs, Pungen- 
Cy, and Pathos. 

Moreover, heismeeZand patient in Suf- 
ferings, and treats his Oppoſers with Tem- 
perand Kinaneſs.---Ina Word, his whole 
Life evidently appears to devoted to Je- 
hovah, and is filled with Acts of Piety 
towards God, and Mercy towards Mens 
Souls and Bodies. 

Vea, ſuch is the Vehemence of his De- 
fires to do extenſive and manifold Set vice 
to the Church of God, chat he is in Danger 
of loſing his Liſe in the Cauſe, by a Series 
of extraordinary Labours (to all App pear- 

ance quite dif] eee to his bodily 


Strength.) Now what greater Evidence 


can we have of the Sincerity of any Man 
than 


The PREFACE, Ix 
than theſe? Eſpecially if we ad there- 
to, his peaceable, healing Diſpoſition in 
reſpect to the Church of God, and oppo- 
fing Schiſms and Diviſions. What tho' 
there have been ſomeexceptionable, un- 
guarded Expreſſions, in ſome of his for- 
mer Wiitings? Is this to be wonder'd at, 
conſidering his young Years, ſtrong Paſſi- 
ons, Education in Arminian Principles, 
and the continued Hurry of his Labours 
in Preaching, writing Letters, and Diſ- 
courſing with People in the Places where 
he travell d, having withal but little Time 
for Study and Reflection. 

Shou'd not that Charity, that hopes al! 
Things that are good, as far as thereisany 
Reaſon for it, induce us toput a favourable 
Conſtruction on them, at leaſt on his De- 
ſigns; eſpecially conſidering that his af- 
ter Writings ſet many Things in a better 
If every doubtful Expreſſion in the 
Writings of Luther, and many other good 
and great Men, were put upon the Rack 
by ingenious Pens, and not compared 
with other Paſſages in the ſame, or other 
of their Performances, their Principles 
would appear in a ſable Dreſs, and might 
be eaſily burleſqued. N 


*, 


* The PREFACE. 
I deſign to offend no Man by this Pre- 


face- I deſire to entertain charitable Sen- 


timents of all, as far as I have Scripture 
and Reaſon for it; and I doubt not, but 
divers who have oppoſed both the Re- 
verend Mr. Wa1TEFIELD and myſelf, 
have had apious and honeſt Intention in 
ſo doing · I only beg leave to expreſs 
my own Opinion, with all due Defe- 


rence to ſuch as are otherwiſe minded. 


But I muſt haſten to the Concluſion, 
and therefore beſeech the Reader to pe- 
ruſe, without Prejudice, the following 
Diſcourſes; and to conſider ſeriouſly the 
Truths contained in them, as well as to 
ly in particular his own Portion,--- In 


this Way hewill glorify God, and proba- 
bly receive ſpecial Benefit to himſelf, I 


add no more, but imploring the Bleſ- 
ſings of Heaven upon thy Endeavours, 
remain thy Servant for Chriſt's S:ke. 


Philadelphia, May 


32, 1740. 


GILBERT TENNENT. 
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Cunlsr, the Believer's Huſband. 
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Isatan liv. 5. 
For thy Maker is thy Huſband. 


* LTHOUGH Berlevers by Nature are 
A far from God, and Children of Wrath, 


think how nigh they are brought to 


him again by the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. Eye 
hath not ſeen, or Ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the Heart of any Man living fully 


to conceive, the Nearneſs and Dearneſs of that 
Relation, in which they ſtand to their common 


Head. He is not aſhamed to call them Bre- 
thren. Behold, ſays the bleſſed Jeſus in the 
Days of his Fleſh, my Mother and my Bre- 


thren. And again after his Reſurtection, Gs tell 
my Brethren. 


you no longer Servants, but Friends, Our Friend 
Lazarus ſlaepethb. And what is a Friend? Why 
< there is a Friend that is nearer than a Bro- 
© ther,” nay, as near as one's own Son. 


And thy Friend, ſays God in the Book of Deu- 
eronomy, which is = * So ul. -Kind ard 


endearing 


even as others, yet it is amazing to 


Nay ſetnetimes he is pleaſed to 
term Believers his Friends, Henceforth call 1 
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endearing Appcllations theſe, that undoubtedly 
heſpeak a very near and ineffably intimate Union 
between the Lord Jeſus and the true living Mem- 
bers to his myſtical Body! But, methinks, the 
Words of our Text point out to us a Relation, 
which not only comprehends, but in Reſpect to 
Nearneſs and Dearneſs, exceeds all other Re- 
lations whatſoever. I mean that of a Husband. 
For thy Maker is thy Husband. The Lord of 
Floſts is his Name, and thy Redeemer the Holy 
One of Iſrael, the God of the whole Earth ſhall he 

Je called. „ 5 
Theſe Words were originally ſpoken to the 
People of the Fews, cofſidered collectively as 
a peculiar People, whom our Lord had betroth'd 
and married to himſelf; and they ſeem to be 
ſpoken when Religion was upon the Decline 
among their Churches; when they had, in a 
great Meaſure, loſt that Life and Power, which 
they once experienced; and their Enemies began 
to inſult them with a here is now your God ? 
Such a State of things muſt undoubtedly be very 
afflicting to the true Mourners in Zion; and, no 
doubt, put them upon crying unto the Lord, in 
this their deep Diftreſs.---He hears their Prayer--- 
His Bowels yearn towards them; and in the 
preceding Verſe, he aſſures-them, that tho the 
Enemy had broken in upon them like a Flood, 
vyet their Extremity ſhould be his Opportunity to 
lift up a Standard againſt him--- Fear not, ſays 
the great Head and King of his Church, for 
thou ſhalt not be aſhamed, that is, finally or to- 
tally; neither be thou confounded, i. e. diſſipated, 
or dejected, giving up all for gone, as though 
thou never ſhouldſt ſee better Days, or another 
Revival of Religion; for thou at not Wr 74 
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be put to Shame, tho' for a while, for thy Humi- 
liation, and the greater Confuſion of thy Ad- 
verſaries, I ſuffer them to triumph over thee: 
For, ſays the Lord, thou ſhalt forget the Shame 
of thy Youth, and ſhalt not remember the Reprcach 
- of thy Midoeu- hood any more; i. e. I will vouch- 
fafe you ſuch another glorious Gale of my 
bleſſed Spirit, that you ſhall quite forget your 
former troubled Widow-ſtate, and give your 
Enemies no more Occaſion to inſult you, on Ac- 
count of your Infant-condition, but rather to 
envy you, and gnaſh their Teeth, and melt 
away at the Sight of your unthought-of Glory 
and Proſperity,—And why will the infinitely 
3 and condeſcending Jeſus deal thus with 

is People? Becauſe the Church is his Sporſe--- 
For, ſays he, in the Words juſt now read to you, 
thy Maker is thy Husband, thy Redeemer, the 
Holy one Iſrazl; and therefore he loves thee 
too well, to let thy Enemies always trample 
thee under Foot.---The Lord of Hoſts is his 
Name, the God of the whale Earth ſhall he be 
called; and therefore he is armed with ſuffi- 


cient Power to relieve bis oppreſſed People, 


and overcome and avenge himſelf of all their 
baughty and inſulting Foes.— 
This ſeems to be the prime and genuine In- 


terpretation of the Text and Context, eſpecial- 


ly if we add, that they may have a further 
View to the latter-day Glory, and that bleſſed 
State of the Church, which the People of God 
have been looking for in all Ages, and the 
ſpeedy Approach of which, we undoubtedly pray 
for, when we put up that Petition of our Lord's, 
viz. T by Kingdom COmen——_ 4 

| *B2 But, 


4 Cnrist, the S xr. I 
But, tho' the Words were originally ſpoken 
to the Fews, yet they are undoubtedly applica- 
ble to all Believer's in all Ages, and, when iti- 
larged on in a proper Manner, will afford us 
ſuitable Matter of Diſcourſe both for Sinners and 
for Saints; for ſuch as know God, as well as 
fuch who know him not; and likewiſe for thoſe, 
who once walked in the Light of his bleſſed 
Countenance, but are now backſlidden from 
him ; have their Harps bung upon the Willows, 
and are aftaid that their Beloved is gone, and 
will return to their Souls no more. Accord- 
ingly, without prefacing this Diſcourſe any far- 
ther, as I ſuppoſe a mix'd Multitude of Sainte, 
unconverted Sinnets, and Backſliders, are pre- 
ſent here this Day, I ſhall endeavour ſo to 
ſpeak from the Words of the Text, that each 
may have. a proper Portion, and none be ſent 
_— away.— 

In proſecuting this W I wilt 


Wo Endeavour to ſhaw; what muſt paſs be- 
tween Jeſus Chriſt and our Souls belive we can 
ſay y, that our Maker is our Husband.- 

II. The Duties of Love which they ove to 
our Lord, who ftand i in ſo near a Relation to 
him. 

III. The miſerable Condition of ſuch as can- 
not yet ſay, their Maker is their Husband. 
And, Iv. I ſhall conclude with a general 


Exhortation to all ſuch unhappy Souls, to come 
and match with the dear Lord Jeſus —And Oh! 
may that God who bleſſed Abrabam's Servant, 
when he went out to ſeek a Wife for his Son 
aac, bleſs me, even me alſo, now I am come, 
Cats, relying on divine Strength, to invite 
| poor 
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poor Sinners, and recal Backſliders to my 
Maſter Jeſus ! 

And Firft, I am to ſhew, what 'muſt paſs 
between Jeſus Chriſt and our Souls before we 
can ſay, Our Maker is our Huitband.  _ 

But before I proceed to this, it may not * 
improper to obſerve, that if any of you, amongit 


whom I am now preaching the Kingdom of God, 


are Enemies to inward Religion, and explode the 
Doctrine of inward Feelings, as Enthuſiaſm, 
Cant and Nonſenſe, I ſhall not be ſurprized, if 
your Hearts riſe againſt me whilſt 1 am preach- 
ing, for I. am about to diſcourſe on true vital 
and internal Piety; and an inſpired Apoſtle hath 
told us, that the natural Man diſcerneth not the 
Things of the Spirit, becauſe they are ſpiritually 


—_— ----But, however, be noble as the 
ereans were; ſearch the Scriptures as they did; - 


lay aſide Prejudice; hear like Nathaniel, with a 


true 1ſraelttifh Far; be willing to do the 


Will of God, and then you ſhall, according to 
the Promiſe of our deareſt Lord, know 477 
7 


Iwould further oblerve, that if any here expect 


Doctrine, whether it be of Cod, or whet 
ſpeak of myſelf. 


fine Preaching from me this Day, they will, in 


all Probability go away. diſappointed*---For I 
came not here to ſhoot over Peoples Heads; 


but, if the Lord ſhall be pleaſed to bleſs me, 
to reach their Hearts. Accordingly, I ſhall en- 


deavour to cloath my Ideas in ſuch plain Lan- 
guage, that the meaneſt Negro orServant, if God 
is pleaſed to give a hearing Ear, may underſtand : 

me; for I am certain, if the Poor and Unlearned © 
can;comprehend, the Learned and Rich muſt— 


This being premiſed, proceed we to our firſt 


general Head, rin. To ſhew what muſt paſs 
* B 3 between 
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6 Cms r, be - Str. I. 
between Jeſus Chriſt and our Souls, before we 
can ſay, our Maker is our Husband. 

Now, that we may diſcourſe more pertinently 
and intelligibly upon this Point, it may not be 
amiſs, under this Head, to confider, what is ne- 
_ to be done, before a Marriage between 

rties amongſt our ſelves, can be ſaid to 
be valid in the Sight of God and Man.---And 
that will lead us in a familiar Way, to ſhew 
what muſt be done, or what muſt paſs between 
us and ſeſus Chrift, before we can lay, eee 
er is our Husband. 
And Fin. In all lawful Mauge, it is * 
ſolutely neceſſary, that the Parties to be joined 
together in that holy and honourable Eſtate, are 
actually and legally freed from all w—_—— 
ments whatſoever. ---A Woman is bound to her 
| Husband, faith the Apoſtle, fo long as her Hus- 
band liveth. The ame Law: good in reſ- 
pect to the Man. And ſy Hkewiſe, if eithe 
Party be betrothed and promiſe; 
ally married to another, the Marriage is not 
lawful, till that Pre- .engagemetit and Promiſe be 
fairly and mutually diflolved!S-- Now, it is: 
juſt thus between us and the Lord Jeſus--- For, 
we are all by Nature born under, and wedded' 
to the Law, as a Covenant of Works. Hence 
it is that we are ſo fond of, and artfully go about, 
in order to eſtabliſh a Righteouſneſs of our own 
It is as natural for us to do this, as it is to 
breath - Our firſt Parents, Adam and Eve, 
even after the Covenant of Grace was revealed 
to them in that Promiſe, the Seed of the Woman 
ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head, reached out their 


7 
Werde 


Hands, and would again have taken hold of the. 


7 Tree of Life, which they had now forfeited, had 
not God drove. them out of Paradiſe, and _ 
pelle 
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pelled them, as it were, to be ſaved by Grace. 
And thus all their Deſcendants naturally run to 
the Tree of Life, and want to be ſaved, partly at 
leaſt, if not wholly, by their Works. And 
even gracious Souls, who are inwardly renewed, l 
ſo far as the Old Man abides in them, find a l 
ſtrong Propenſity this way.---Hence it is, that 
natural Men are generally ſo fond of Arminian 
Principles.—Do and live, is the native Language 
of a proud, . ſelf-righteous Heart. —But before we 
can ſay, our Maker is our Husband, we muſt be 
divorced from our old Huſband the Law; i. e. we 
muſt renounce our own'Righteouſneſs, our own: 
Doings and Performances, in Point of Depen- 
dence, either in Whole or Part, as Dung and 
Dreſs, for the Excellency of the Knowledge of 

_ Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord. -For thus ſpeaks the 
Apoſtle Paul to the Romans, Ch. vii 4. 17 alſo 
are become dead to the Law (i e as a Covenant 
of Works) by the Body of Chrift, that ye ſhould 
be married to another, even to him, tobo is raiſed 
| from the Dead-.-As he alſo ſpeaketh in another 
Place, I have eſpouſed you, as a:chafte Virgin io 
eſus Chriſt, This was the Apoſtle's own 
Ca --Whilſt he depended on his being a Hebrew 
of the” Hebrews, and thought himſelf ſecure be- 
cauſe, as to the outward Qbferyation of the Law, 
he was blameleſs; he was an entire Stranger te 
the divine Life: But when he began to experi- 
ence the Power of Jeſus Chriſt's: Reſurrection, 
we find him, in his Epiſtle. $6. the Philippians, 
abſolutely renouncingyaalkhigiexternal Privileges, 
and all his Phari/aical Righteouſneſs; Yea, ſays 
he, doubtleſs, and I count all Things but Loſs, 
nay but Dung, that I may win Chriſt, and be 
found in him, not having mine own Righteouſ- 
ns,” *B 4 7 neſs, 


os ent 


—— — 


— . ⏑, ,. 


* 
„ 
. 2 
— ——— — 
ä —u— ̃ ICI — — 2 
_ 4 0 
— — 


8 Cnxisr, 15 Ser. I. 
neſs, which is of the Law, but that which is through 


the Faith , Fefus Chrift, the Ri neſs 
which 15 of God 4. And thus 8 1 
with us, ere we can ſay, aur Maker is — 
Huhand.--- Tho we may not be wrought upon 
in that extraordinary Way in which the Apoſtle 
was, yet we muſt be dead to the Law, we muſt 
be eſpouſed as chaſte Virgins, to Joſus Chriſt, 
and count all external Privileges, and our moſt 
ſplendid Performances (as was before obſerved) 
only as Dung and Droſs, fer the Excellency ef the 
Knowledge of 23 Chrift our Lord. 

But further, before a Marriage among us can 
ſtand good in Law, both Parties muſt not only 
be freed from all Pre engagements, but there muſt 
be a mutual Conſent on both Sides We are not 
uſed to.marry People againſt their Wills — This 
is what the Fes called Betrothing, or Eſpou 
ſing, a Thing previous fo the Solemnity of ues 
riage.—T hus we find, the Virgin Mary is ſaid 
to be eſpouſed to Joſeph, before they "aually 
came together, Mat. i. 18. And thus if is a- 
mong us—Both Parties are previouſly agreed, 
and as it were, eſpouſed to each other, bets : 
we publiſh, what we call the Banns of *Martiage KS 
concerning them. And ſo it will be in the 
ſpiritual Marriage, between Jeſus Chfiſt and 
our Souls Before we are actually married or 
united to him by Faith: or, to keep to the 
Ferms of the 'Fext, before we aſſuredly can ſay, 


that our Mater is our Husband, we muſt be © 


made willing People in the Day of God's Power, 


we muſt be fweetly and effectually perſuaded by 
the Holy Spirit of God, that the glorious Ema- 


nuel is willing to accept of us, juſt as we ate, 


and alſo that we are willing to accept of him. 


upon his own Terms, ven upon wh cs” 294 
0 
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And when once it comes to this, the ſpiritual 


Marriage goes on apace, and there is but one 


Thing lacking to make it compleat. And 
what is that? An actual Union. 

IT his iis abſolutely neceffary in every lawful 
Marriage among Men. ---T here muſt be a Join- 
ing of Hands before Witneſles, ere they can be 
deemed lawfully joined together.---Some Men 


indeed of corrupt Minds, are apt to look upon 


this as a needleſs Ceremony, and think it ſuffi- 
cient to be married, as they term it, in the 
Sight of God. But whence Men get fuch Di- 
vinity. I know not. I am poſitive, not from 
the Bible; for we there read that even at the 
firſt Marriage in Paradiſe, there was ſomething 
of outward Solemnity; God .himfelf (if I may 
fo ſpeak) being there the, Prieſt.—For we are 


told, Gen. ii. 22. that, after God had made 


the Woman, he; brought her unte- the Man. 


And indeed, to lay aſidę all Manner of outward 
Ceremony i in Marriage, would be to turn the 
World into a Den of brute Beafts—Men would 
then take, or forſake as' many. Wives as ther, 
eaſed, and we ſhould ſoon ſink into as bad and 


rutal a State, as thoſe Nations are now in, a- 
mongſt whom ſuch Practices are allowed of, and 
who are utterly deſtitute of the Knowled ge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. W hoover 
has experienced the Power of his Reſurrection, 1 
am perſuaded: will never plead for ſuch a licen- 
tious Practice---For the Terms made uſe of in 
Scripture, to repreſent the myſtical Union be⸗ 
tween Chriſt and his Church, ſuch as, our bein 
joined to the Lord, and married to Feſus Chr 15 
are all metaphorical Expreffions, taken from 
fome analagous PraQices amongft Men.---And 

as 
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as Perſons when married, tho' before twain, are 
now one Fleſh; ſo thoſe that are joined; to the 
Lord, and can truly ſay, our Maker is our Hus- 
band, in the Apoſtle's Language, are one Spi- 
rit,---T his was typified in the original Marriage 
of our firſt Parents. When God brought Ev 
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to Adam, he received her with: Joy at his Hands, 


and ſaid, this is Bone of my Bone, and Fleſb of my 
Fleſb.—-They had there, primarily, but one 
Name---For thus ſpeaks the ſacred Hiſtorian, 
Gen. v. 1, 2.---In the Day that God created Man, 
he bleſſed them, and called their Name Adam 
And why? becauſe they were one Fleſb, and 
were to have but one Heart. The ſelf-ſame 


Terms are made uſe of in Scripture, to expreſs 


the Believer's Union with Jeſus Chri --We 
are called Chriſtians, after Chia“ ame, be- 
cauſe made Partakers of Chri s Nature. -Out 


% 


of his, Fulneſs, _ Believers receive Grace for 


Grace Ard therefore, the Marriage State, eſ+ 


. aſe of, to figure out to us the real, vital Union, 
between Jeſus Chriſt and regenerate Souls.--- 


This is termed. by the Apoſtle,  Eph.'v. 32. 
A great Myſtery. But great as it is, we muſt all 


experience it, before we can ſay aſſuredly, that 
eur Maker is our Husband.---For what ſays our 


x : Lord, in that Prayer he put up to his Father ” 


before his bitter Paſſion ? Father, I will that thoſe 
whom thou haft given me, ſhall be where I am, 
that they may be one with thee ; even as thou, O 


Father, and I are one, I in them, and they in 
me, that we all may be made perfect in One. 


O infinite Condeſcenſion? On ineffable Union 
Hence it is, that Believers are ſaid to be 
Members. of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of bis 


Bones 


| " 


— 
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Bones--- Hence it is, that the Apoſtle ſpeaking 


of himſelf, ſays, I live, yet not I, but Chri 
liveth in me. What an Expreſſion is that? H 
much does it comprehend ? And, that we might 
not think this was ſomething peculiar to himſelf, 
he puts this cloſe Queſtion to the Corinthians; 
Know ye not, that Chriſt is in you, unleſs you be 
Reprobates ? Agreeable to what he ſays in his 
| Epiſtle to the Colaſſians, Chriſt in you, the Hope 
_ of Glory.---And hence it is, that our Church, in 
the Communion-office, directs the Miniſter to 
acquaint all thoſe that-receive the Sacrament 
worthily, that they are one with Chriſt, and 
Chriſt with them; that they dwell in Chriſt, 
and Chriſt in them.---Words that deſerve to be 


written in Letters of Gold, and which evident- 


ly ſhew, what our Reformers believed all Per-- 
ſons muſt experience, vefore: they could truly 
and aſſuredly ſay, that their Maker. is their. 


Husband 


From what then has been delivered; may not 


the pooteſt and moſt illite ate Perſon - here. pre- 


ſent caſily known, whether or not he is reallß 


married to Jeſus Chriſt. Some indeed, L am 
afraid, are ſo preſumptuous as to affirm, at leaſt 
to inſinuate, that there is no ſuch Thing as 


knowing, or being fully affured, whilſt here 


below, whether we are in Chriſt or not Or 


at leaſt, if there be ſuch a Thing, it is very 


rare, and only the Privilege of the primitive Be- 
lievers.- -Part of this is true, and Part of this: 
abſolutely falſe.· That this: glorious Privilege of 
2-full Aſſurance is very rare, is too, too true. 
And ſo it is equally too true, that real Chriſtians, 
comparatively ſpeaking, are very rare alſo.--- 


But that there is no ſuch Thing, or that this. 


was only the Privilege of the firſt Followers of 
Ces our 


. >» 
4 
as * 
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our bleſſed Lord. is. directly appoſite to the Word 
of God. Me know. ſays "St, John, ſpeaking of 
Believers in general, that we are bis, by the 
Spirit which he hath given us ; and, H that be- 
lieueth hath the Mitneſs in himſelf; Becauſe you 


ere Sons, ſaith St. Paul, God bath ſent forth his 


Spirit into your. Hearts, even the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Fatber Nat that 
I dare affirm, that there is no real Chriſtian, but 
what has this full Aſſurance of Faith, and clearly 
knows, that His Maker. is bis . 
ſpeaking thus, I ſhould undoubtedly con- 
deffin ſome of the Generation of God's dear 
Children, who thro' the Prevalence of Unbe- 
lief, indwelling Sin, ſpiritual Sloth, or it may: 
be, for Wagt of being informed of the Privi- 
leges of Believers, may walk in Darkneſs, and 
_ſee-no Light---therefore, tho' I dare not affirm, 
| that a full Aſſurance of Faith is abſolutely neceſ- 
_ fary for the very Being, yet I dare aſſert, that it 
s abſolutely neceſſary, for the Well-being of a 
Chriſtian And for my own Part, I cannot con- 

ceive, how any Perſons, that pretend to Chri- 
ſtianity, can reſt fatisfied or contented without 


it. This is indeed ſtopping ſhort, on this Side 


Ferdan, with a Witneſs And gives others too 
much Reaſon to ſuſpect, that ſuch Perſons, 
however high their Profeffion may be, have, as 
yet; no true ſaving Grace at all.---Men, whoſe 
Hearts are fet on this World's Goods, or, to 
uſe our Lord's Language, the Children -of this 
World, act not ſo- -I ſuppoſe there is ſcarce a 
ſingle Merchant in this great Congregation, eſpe- 
cially in theſe —— Times, that will ven- 
ture out either his Ship or Cargo, without 
firſt ain * by N the Violence of an 


Enemy, 
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Enemy, or à Storm. -And I ſuppoſe there is 
ſcarce afifigle Houſe, of any conſiderable Value, 
in any populous Town or City, but the Owner 
| has taken out a Policy from the Fire-Office, to 
inſure it, in Caſt of Fire- And can I be fo ir- 
rational as to think, that there is ſuch a Thing 
as ſecuring my Goods, and my Houſe, and that 
there is no ſuch thing as inſuring, what is in- 
finitely more valuable, my precious and immor- 
tal Sdul? Or if there be ſuch a Thing, as un- 
doubtedly there is; what Foolifhneſs of Folly 
muſt it needs be in Men, that pretend to be 
Men of Parts, of good Senſe, and ſolid Reaſon- 
ing, to be fo anxious to ſecure their Ships againſt 
a Stotm, their Houſes againſt a Fire, and at 


the ſame Time, not to be unſpeakably more 


ſolicitous, to take a Policy out of the Aſſurance- 
Office of Heaven; even the Seal and Witneſs of 
the bleſſed Spirit of God, to enſure their Souls 
againſt that Storm of divine Wrath, and that 
Vengeance of eternal Fire, which will at the 
laſt deciſive Day come upon all thoſe, that know 
not God, and have not obeyed his gracious Goſ- 
pel? To affirm therefore, that there is no ſuch 
Thing as knowing that aur Maker is our Hus- 
band; or that it is a Privilege peculiar only to 
the firſt Chriſtians, to ſpeak in the mildeſt 
Terms, is both irrational and unſeriptural. Not 
that all who can ſay, their Maker is their Hus- 
band, can give the ſame clear and diſtin&t Ac- 
count of the Time, Manner and Means of their 
being ſpiritually united and married by Faith, 
to the bleſſed Bridegroom of the Church.--- - 
Some there may be now, as well as formerly, 
ſanctified from the Womb- And others in their 
nfaney and Non-age, as it were ſilently _— 
XA verted. 
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verted---Such perhaps may ſay, with a little 
Scotch Maiden, now with God, when I aſked 
her, whether Jeſus Chriſt had taken away her 
old Heart, and given her a new one? Sir, it 
may be, ſaid ſhe, I cannot directly tell you the 
Time and Place, but this I know, it is done. 
And indeed it is not ſo very material, tho“ no 
doubt it is very ſatisfactory, if we cannot relate 
all the minute and particular Circumſtances, that 
attended our Converſion; if ſo be we are truly 
verted now, and can ſay, the Work is done, 
and that, Our Maker is our Huband,---And I 
queſtion, whether there is one ſingle adult Be- 
liever, now on Earth, who lived, before Con- 
verſion, either in a Courſe of ſecret or open Sin, 
but can, in a good Degree, give an Account 
of the Beginning and Progreſs of the Work of 
Grace in his Heart.---What think ye? Need 1 
tell any married Perſons in this Congregation, 
that they muſt go to the Univerſity, and learn 
the Languages, before they can tell whether 
they are married or not? Or, if their Marriage 
was to be doubted, could they not, think you, 
bring their Certificates, to certify the Time and 
Place of their Marriage ; and the Miniſter that 
joined them together in that holy State? And if 
pou are adult, and are indeed married to Jeſus 

rift, tho* you may be unlearned, and what 
the World terms. illiterate Men, cannot you 
tell me the Riſe and Progreſs, and Conſumma- 
tion of the ſpiritual Marriage, between Jeſus 
Chriſt and your Souls? Know you not the Time, 
When you were firſt under the Drawings of the 
Father, and Jeſus began to woo you for him- 
ſelf ? Tell me, O Man, Tell me, O Woman, 
knoweſt thou not the Time, or at leaſt, knoweſt 


thou * 


I | 


1 
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thou not, that there was a Time, when the 
bleſſed Spirit of God ſtripped thee of the Fig- 
leaves of thy own Righteouſneſs, hunted thee 
out of the Trees of the Garden of thy Perfor- 
mances, forced thee from the Embraces of t 

old Husband the Law, and made thee to abhor 
thy own Righteouſneſs, as ſo many filthy Rags? 
Canſt thou not remember when, after a long 
Struggle with Unbelief, Jeſus appeared to thee, 


as altogether lovely, One mighty and willing to 


ſave? And canſt thou not reflect upon a Seaſon, 


when thy own ſtubborn Heart was made to bend; 


and thou waſt made willing to embrace him, as 
freely offered to thee in the everlaſting Goſpel? 
And canſt thou not, with Pleaſure unſpeakable, 
reflect on ſome happy Period, ſome certain Point 
of Time, in which a ſacred Some-thing (per- 
haps thou could'ſt not then well tell what) did 
captivate, and fill thy Heart, fo that thou could'ſt 
ſay, in a Rapture of holy Surprize, and Extacy 
of divine Love, My Lord and my God ; my Be- 


loved is mine, and I am his; I know that my R.. 


deemer livith ; or, to keep to the Words of our 
Text, My Maker is my Husband.—Surely, a- 
midſt this great and ſolemn Aſſembly, there are 
many that can anſwer theſe Queſtions in the 
Affirmative For theſe are Tranſactions, not 


eaſily to be forgotten; and the Day of our 


Eſpouſals is generally, a very remarkable Day; 
a Day to be had in everlaſting Remem- 
brance. | 

And can any of you indeed, upon good Grounds 
ſay, that your Maker is your Huſband? May I _ 
not then (as it is cuſtomary to wiſh Perſons Joy 
who are juſt entered into the Marriage State) 
congratulate you upon your happy Change, and 


with 
* g 


® 
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that there was Joy in Heaven onthe Day of your 
Eſpouſals: And why ſhould not the bleſſed News 
| occaſion. Joy on Earth? May I not addreſs you 


in the Language of our Lord to the Women that 


came to. viſit his Sepulchre, 4 hail { for ye are 
highly favoured. —Blefled are ye among Men, 


bleſſed are ye among Women All Generations 


ſhall call you blefled.—What? I. your Aa ter 
your Huſband? The Holy One of {frael your 

edeemer? Sing, O Heavens, and rejoice, O 
Larth | What an amazing Stoop is this! What a 
new Thing has God created on the Earth! Do 
not your Hearts, O Believers, burn within you, 
when meditating on this unſpeakable Condeſcen- 
ſion of the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
. Eternity? Whilſt you are muſing, does not the 
ſacred Fire of divine Love kindle in your Souls? 
And, out of the Abundante of your Hearts, do 


you not often ſpeak with your Tongues, and call 


upon all that is within you, to laud and maghify 
your Redeemer's holy Name? Is not that Gods 

exalting, Self- abaſing Expreſſion frequently in 

your Mouths, hy me, Lord, why me? And are 
you not often conſtrained to break out into that 
devout Exclamation of Salomon, when the Glory 
of the Lord filled the Temple, Aud will God in- 
deed dwell with Man? Ungrateful,' rebellious, ill, 
and Hell-deſerving Man! Oh, my Brethren, my 
Heart is enlarged towards you! Tears, while I 
am ſpeaking, are ready to guſh out —But they 


ate Tears of Love and Joy. — How ſhall J give it 


Vent? How ſhall I ſet forth thy Happineſs, O 
Believer, thou Bride of God - And is thy Maker 
thy Huſband ? Is his Name the Lerd of Hofis? 
Whom then ſhoulsſt thou fear? And is thy Re- 

61.5% of eemer 


wiſh you Joy, with all my Heart? Sure am 1 
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deemer the Holy one of '7/razl, the God of the 
whole Earth ſhould he be called? Of whom then 
ſhouldſt thou be afraid? He that toucheth thee, 

toucheth the very Apple of God's Eye.—T he very 

Hair of thy Head art all numbered, and it is 

a a Better that a Man ſhould have a Milftone tied round 

* ,._ ſhould juſlly offend thee ——AIl ha, (I muſt 

Oy Wn — 9 thou Lamb's Bride! For thou + 
= art all glorious within, and comely, thro' the 

” _ - Comelineſs thy heavenly Bridegroom hath put 
upon thee. Thy Garment is indeed of wrought 
Gold; and, ere long, the King ſhall bring 0 
forth with a Raiment of Needle-work, and pre- 
ſent thee blameleſs before his Father, without 


\ 


py thall you. be, who are married to Jeſus Chriit. 
For all that Chriſt has is yours. — He is made 
f God to you, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, San4i- 
" and eternal Redemption. Whether 
"Paul, or Cebhas, or the World, or Life, or 
Heath, or Things preſent, or Things to come; 
are yours. —All his Attributes are engaged for 
Four Preſervation, and all Things ſhall work to- 


geber for your Good Who love God, and, by 
being chus married to the Lord Jeſus, give an 
eeuident Proaf that you are Called according to his 
1 Putpoſe.— What ſay you? When you meditate 


on theſe Things, are you not frequently ready 

to cry out, what ſhall we render unto the Lord 
for all theſe Mercies, which, of his free unmerit- 

_ ed Grice, he hath been pleaſed to beſtow upon 
1 a a are dead to the Law, as a 
4 Covenant of Works, yet you are alive to the 
Law as à Rule of Hg wad are in, or under tha 


4 
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bin Neth, and be drowned in the Sta, than that l- 


a: Spot, or Wrinkle,” er any fuch Thing.—In the _ 
J = mean While, well ſhall it be with you, and hap- 


. Castsr, be : Sem. I. 
e (for either Expreſſion ſeems to denote the 
{me Thing) to your glorious Huſband, Jeſus 


Carilt. 


Paſs we on therefore to the Second general 
Head, under which I was to ſhew, what Duties N 
of Love they owe to Jeſus Chriſt, who are ſo 
{  - _ happy as to be able to ſay, Ay Maker is 'my 
| as Huſband. | | : FA | | 4 
I fay, Duties of Love ——PFor being now .. 
married to Jeſus Chriſt, you work not for Life, 
but from Liſe — The Love of God conſtrains 
you, ſo that, if there was no written Law, or. 
ſuppoſing Jeſus would ſet you at Liberty from 
his Yoke, ſo far as Grace prevails in your Hearts, 
Jejeu would ſay, we love our bleſſed Bridegroom, 
= and will not go from him. 3 5 
I And now then, what does the. Lord require of 
you? That we may ſpeak on this Head as plainly. 

ö us may be, we ſhall purſue the Method we begun 

"0 with; and, by carrying on the Allegory, and 

j examining what is requir'd of truly Chriſtian 

EY Wives, under the Goſpel, infer what our Lord 
may juſtly demand of thoſe who are united to 
him by Faith, aud can therefore ſay, eur Mater 
is ou Huſbandj ., ˙· 8 

And here let us go to the Law and to the Teſti- 
mony. What ſays the Scripture ? Let the Mf, 
ſays the Apoſtle, ſe that fhe reverence her Huſband, © 

It is, na doubt, the Duty of mariied Women ö 
to think highly of their Huſbands. From whom - 
way Hlacband⸗ juſtly, command Reſpect, if not 
irom their Wives? The Apoſtle's Exprefiton is 
cmphitical. Let the Wife ſce that ſhe reverence 
er Haſbind; thereby implying, that Women, 4 
.me of chem at lead, are too prope . 2” ” 
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their Huſbands ; as M. ichael, SauPs Daughter, de- 
ſpiſed David in her Heart, when ſhe taunting- 
ly ſaid, 2 Sam. vi. 20. How glorious wwas the 
A of Iſtael 10 Day, who uncovered himſelf 
to Day in the Eyes of the Hand: maids of his Ser- 
vants, as one the vain Fell:ws Joamefully unct= 
vereth himſelf. — 

This is a Source and Fountain, from whence 
many domeſtic Evils frequently flow. Women 
ſhould remember the Character Hufbands ſuſtain 
in Scripture, — They are to them what Chriſt is 
to the Church. And it is mentioned to the Ho- 
nour of Sarah, that ſhe called Abraham Lord, — 
Shall I have a Child who am ald, my Lord being 
old alſo? It is remarkable, that there are but two 
good Words in that whole Sentence, my Lord, 
(for all the others are the Language of Unbelief) 
and yet thoſe two Words the Holy Ghoſt men- 
tions to her eternal Honour, and buries, as it 
were, the reſt in Oblivion, —£ver as Sarah, ſays 


St. Peter, «bcyed Abraham, calling him Lerd. — 


An evident Proof how pleaſing it is in the Sight of 
God, for Women in the married State to reve- 
rence and reſpet their Huſbands.—Not that 
Huſbands therefore ſhould lord it over their 
Wives, or., require too much Reſpect at their 
Hand l would be unchriſtian, as well as 
ungenerous, indeed; — They ought rather, as 
Gad has taken ſuch Care to keep up their Autho- 
rity, commanding their Wives to reverence and 
reſpect them; they * ought, I fay, to be doubly 
careful, that they live ſo holy and unblameable, 
as to lay their Wiyes under no Temptation to 
deſpiſe them. But to return from this Digreſſion. 
Does the Apoſtle ſay, Let the Wife fee that ſhe” 
? Everence ber Huſband ?---May I not pertinently 

SIS. apy 
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apply this Caution to you who are married to 
Jeſus Chriſt? See to it that you geverence and 
reſpect your Huſband. —I ſay, fee to it. For the 


Devil will be often ſuggeſting to you hard and 


mean Thoughts againſt your Huſband.- It was 
thus he beſet our Mother Eve, even in a State 
of Innocence.---He would fain perſuade: her to 
entertain hard Thoughts of. her glorious Bene- 
factor. MT hat, ſays he, has God ſaid, ye ſhall 
not eat of the Trees of the Garden? Has he been 
ſo cruel to put you here in a beautiful Garden 
only to vex and teize you? This he made uſe of 
as an Inlet to all his ſucceeding Inſinuations.— - 


And this Trade he is ſtill purſuing, and will be 


purſuing till the very End of Time. - Beſides, 


in the Eyes of the World, Jeſus Chriſt has no 
Form or Comelineſs, that they ſhould deſire him; 


and therefore, unleſs you watch and pray, you 
will be led into Temptation, and not keep up ſuch 


high Thoughts of your bleſſed Jeſus as he juſtly 


deſerves.— In this you can never exceed. Wo- 
men, perhaps, may ſometimes think too highly 
of, and, through Exceſs of Love, idolize their 
earthly Conſorts. — But it is impoſſible for you to 


think too highly of your heavenly Huſband, Jeſus 


Chriſt.— | 
| Farther, what ſays the Apoſtle in his Epiſtle 
to the Ephe/tans? Speaking of the Marriage State, 


he ſays, The Wie is the Glory of her Huſband; as 


tho” he had ſaid, a Chriſtian- Wife ſhould ſo be- 
have, and ſo walk, as to be a Credit to her Huſ- 
band.—As Abigail was an Honour to Nabal, and 
by her ſweet Deportment made up, in fome De- 

ree, for her Huſband's Churliſhneſs.—T his is. to 
6 a Help-meet indeed, - Such a Woman will be 
- praiſed in the Gate; and her Huſband get g, 

| an 
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and meet with Reſpect on her Account. And 
ought a Woman to be the Glory of her Huſband ? 
How much more ought you, that are the Lamb's 
Bride, fo to live, and fo to walk, as to bring 
Glory, and gain Reſpect, to the Cauſe and In- 
tereſt of your Huſband Jeſus? This is what the 
Apoſtle every where ſuppoſes, when he would 
draw a Parallel between a temporal and ſpiritual 
Marriage.—-The Woman, ſays he, is the Glory of 
her Huſband, even as the Church is the Glory of 
Chriſt.— Agreeable to this, he tells the Corinthi- 
ans, Whether you eat or drink, or whatſcever you 


d, ds all to the Glory of God; and as he alſo be- 


ſpeaks the The//alonians, 1 Theſf. ii. 11, 12. As 


you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and 


charged every One of you (as a Father doth his 


Children) that you would walk worthy of God ubs 


' hath called you to his Kingdom, and his Glory. — 


What an Expreſſion is here! That you would walk 
worthy of God.---Oh | How ought this, and ſuch- 
like Texts, to ſtir up your pure Minds, O Be- 
lievers, ſo to have your Converſation in- this 
World, that you may be what the Apoſtle ſays 
ſome particular Perſons were, even the Glory , 


Chriff,—You are his Glory; he rejoices over you 


with ſinging; and you ſhould ſo walk, that a! 


who know and hear of you may glorify Chriſt in 
vou. : 


Subjection, is another Duty, that is enjoined 
married Women in the Word of God.--T hey are 
to be ſubject to their-own Huſbands in every 
Thing, 2. e. every lawful Thing: -- For, ſays the 
Apoltle, the Huſband is the Head of the Wife, even 
as Chrift is the Head of the Church: And knowing 


how unapt ſome baſe Minds would be to ſubmit 


to the Huſband's Authority, he takes Care to in- 
e ſorce 
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Commandments holy, ju 


force this Duty of Subjection by many cogent and 


powerful Arguments. For Adam was fit made, 
and not Eve. Neither was the Man made for the 
Woman, but the Woman fer the. Man. — And 
again, The Man was not firſt in the Tranſgreſſion, 
but the M oman. Upon which Accounts, Sub- 


jection was impoſed on her as Part of her Puniſh- 


ment. Thy Deſire, ſays God, ſhall be to thy 


Husband, and he hall rule, tho“ not ty rannize, 


over tbee.— So that, to uſe the Words of. pious 


Ir. Henry, "Theſe toho attempt te uſurp Authority 


ever their Husbands, not indy contraditt a divine 
' Command, but thwart a divine Curſe.— And if 
Women are to be ſubject to their own Huſbands 
in every Thing, how much more ought Believers, 
whether Men or Women, to be ſubject to Jeſus 
Chriſt.— For he is the Head of the Church. He 
has bought her by bis Blood. —Believers therefore 
are not theirown, but are under the higheſt Ob- 
ligations to glorify and obey Jeſus Chriſt, in their 
Bodies and their Souls; which are his. —Add to 
this, thut his Service, as it is admirably expreſſed 
in one of our Collects, is perſect Freedom.--His 
f, and good. And 

therefore it is your higheft Privilege, O Believers, 
to ſubmit to, and obey them.— Earthly Huſbands 
may be ſo mean as to impoſe ſome Things upon 
their Wives, merely to ſhew their Authority; 
but it is not ſo with Jeſus Chriſt. He can and 
does impoſe nothing, hut what immediately con- 
duces to our preſent, as well us future Good. 
In doing, nay, in ſuffering for Jefus Chriſt, 
thete is a preſent unſpeakable Reward.— And 


therefore I may ſay to Believers, as the bleſſed 
Virgin ſaid to the Servants at the Marriage of 


Cana, Whatſcever he ſays unto cu, do it. 3 
x | 1 7 
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Vie is eaſy, and his Bur den is ligbt.— And 
believe it might eaſily be proved in a few, Minutes, 
that all the Diſorders that are now in the World, 
whether in Church or State, are owing to a 
Want of being univerſally, unanimouſly, chear- 


fully, and perſeveringly conformed to the Laws 
MO and Example of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
| Again, Faithfulneſ in the Marriage State is 


ſtrictly enjoined in the Scriptures of ruth. 
Marriage, ſays the Apoſtle, is honourable in ali. 
and the Bed unlefiled.— But WWhoremongers a 
Adulterers God: will judge, —-Nay, Adultery is 
an Iniquity to be punifhed by the earthly: Judges; 
it diflolves the Marriage Relation. For the Man 
has not Power ouer his -own+ Body, but the Il aman; 
nei ther has the Woman Power over her own Body, 
- but the Man. —— The Heathens themſelves have 
been taught this by the Light of Nature; and 
Adultery, among ſome of them, is puniſhed. with 
immediate Death.—And:ought married Perſons 
to be thus careful to keep the Marriage-Bed un- 
» defiled, how carefully then ought Believers to 
keep their Souls chaſte, pure, and unduhiec, 
no they are eſpouſed to Jeſus Chriſt? For there 
is ſuch a Fhing as ſpirituał Adultery.— 0 je Aldul- 
terers and Adultereſſes, faith St. James. — And God 
ftequently complains of his People's playing the 
Harlot. Hence it is that St. Fobn, in the molt 
© - endearing» Manner, exhorts Believers to keep 
4 themſelves from Idols. For the Luſt of the Eye, 
Ih the Luſt of the Fleſh, and Pride of Liſe, are 
always ready to ſteal away our Hearts from Jefus 
Chriſt. And every Timewe place our Affectiuus 
upon any Thing more than Chriſt, we do un- 
doubtedly commit ſpiritual Adultery, —For, we 
5 : C4 | admig/ -— 
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admit a Creature to rival the Creator, who is God 

over all, bleſſed for evermore. Little Children, 
therefore, keep your ſelves from Id. 

But it is T'me for me to draw towards the 


_ © Cloſe of this Head. —Fruitfulneſs was a Bleſſing 


promiſed by God to the firſt happy Pair: En- 
creaſe and multiply, ſays God, and repleniſh the 
Earth. Ls Children, and the Fruit of the Momb, 
_ fays the Pfalmiſt, are a Gift and Heritage, | which 
eameth of the Lord. — And ſo, if we are married to 


© Feſus Chriſt, we muſt be fruitful;—In what? In 


* every good Word and Work. —For thus ſpeaks 
the Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the Romans. 
IFterefore, my Breibren, e alſo are become dead 


- to the Lato, by the Body of Chrift, that ye ſhould 


te married to another, even tu him who is raiſed 
from the Dead. What follows ? That we ſhould - 


bring forth Fruit unto Ged =-Glorious Words, and 


proper to be conſidered in à peculiar Manner, 
by fuch who would explode the Doctrine of Free 
Juſtification, as an Autinomian Doctrine, as tho 
it deſtroyed good Works. No, it eftabliſhes, 


and lays a ſolid Foundation, whereon to build, 


the SuperltruQure of good Works. Timothy 
is therefore commanded to exhort Believers to 


be careful to maintain good Works. — And 


berein, ſays our Lord, is m) Father juſtified, 


© » that ye bring forth much Fruit.------Let your Light 


ſhine. before Men, that they may ſee your good 
Works, and glorify your Father which is in Hea- 
ven; with a Multitude of Paſlages to the ſame 
Purpoſe.— „ | "Mw 
Moreover, it is required of Wives, that they 
not only love and reverence their Huſbands, but 
that they alſo love and reſpect their Huſband's 
Friend. —And if we are married to Jeſus Chriſt, 
SO we 


* 
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we ſhall not only reverence the Bridegroom, but 
we ſhall alſo love and honour the Bridegroom's 
PFriends.—By this ſhall all Men know, ſays our 
Lord, tbat ye are my Diſcifles, if ye love one an- 
other, — By this we know, ſays his beloved Diſciple, 
that we have paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe we 
love the bree, the Brethren, inde- 
finitely, of whatever Denomination. And thi 

Love muſt be without Diſſimulation, with a pure 
Heart fervently; This was the Caſe of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians.— They were all of one Heart, 
and of one Mind. It was ſaid of them (Oh that 
it could be ſaid of us I) See how theſe Chriſtians 
love one another] They, were of the ſame Spiric 
as a good Woman in Scotland was, who, when 
ſhe ſaw a great Multitude, as is cuſtemary in that 
Country, coming from various Parts to receive 
the bleſſed Sacrament, ſaluted them with a Come 
in, ye Blaſſed of the Lord, I have a Houſe that 
will held an Hundred of you, and a Heart that 
will Held ten Thouſand - Let us go and do like- 
Wiſe.- ; 

Once more,—Perſons that are married take 
one another for better or for worſe, for riche r or 
for poorer, to love and to cheriſh each other in 
Sickneſs and in Health. —And if we are married 
to Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall be willing to bear his 
Cres, as well as to wear his Crown.------- If any 
Man, fays our Lord, will come after me, let him 
deny himſelf, take up bis Croſs, and follow me. 
—.— Neither will they be compelled to do this, 
as Simon of Cyrene was, but they will be Volun- 
teers in his Service, they will cry out, Crown | 
him, Crown him, when others are crying out, 
Crucfy him, Crucify him.->---They will never 
'cave or ſorſake him, but willingly follow. the 

es Captain 
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Captain of their 
of Blood. l e 
I might run the Parallel ſtill further, and alſo 
enlarge upon the Hints already gen. But I 
fear I have ſaid enough already to reproach moſt 
| Believers; I am fure I have faid more than 
enough to abaſh and upbraid myfelf.— For alas 
how vilely, treacherouſly, and ungratefully have 
we behaved. towards our ſpiritual Huſband, the 
dear Lord Jeſus, ever ſince the Day of our Ef- 


puſals? Had our Friends, or even the Wives of 


our own Boſoms, behaved to us as we have be- 


haved to our great and beſt Friend, our glorious 


Huſband, we ſhould have broke off our Friend- 
ſhip, and ſued for à Bilh of Divorcement long 
ago. Under our firſt Love, what Promiſes did 
we make to him? But how frowardly have we 


© behaved ourſelves in this Covenant! How little 
have we r-verenced him? Ho o ten has our Ba- 


loved been to. us no more than anbther Beloved? 


Hou little have we lived to his Glory? Have we 


not been a Shame and Reproach to his Goſpel? 
Have we not crucified him afreſh, and has he not 
been ſorely wounded in the Houſe of his Friends ? 
Nay, has not his holy Name been blaſphemed 
thro' our Means ? For al-s how little have we 
obeyed- him? How cateleſs and indifferent have 
we been, whether we pleuſed him or not? We 


: have often faid indeed, when commanded - 


hy him to go work in bis Vineyard, We go, 
Lord; but alas! we went not. Or if we did 
go, with what Reluctance has it been? How un- 
willing to watch with our dear Lord and Maſter 


only one Hour? And of his Sabbaths, how often 


habe we ſaid, What a Wearineſs is this? As for 


aur Adulteries, and fpiritual Fornications, how 


frequent, 
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frequent, how aggravated have they been? Have 
not Idols of all Sorts been ſuffered to fill up the 
Room of the ever bleſſed Jeſus in our Hearts? 
You that love him in Sincerity, will not be of- 
fended if I tell you, that the 16th. Chapter of 

Exeliel gives, in my Opinion, a lively Defcrip- 
tion of our Behaviour towards our Lord. We 
were, like baſe-born Children, caſt out in the 

Field to the Loathing of our Perſons, no Eve 
pitied or had Compaſſion on us. — Jeſus palicd 
by, ſaw us polluted in dur own Blood, and faid _ 
unto us, Live; is e preſerved us, cven in our 
natural State, from Heath.— And when h's Time 
of Love was come, he ſpread the Skirt of his in- 
puted Righteouſneſs over us, and covered the 
Nakedneſs of our Souls, entered into Covenant 
with us, and we became his. — He waſhed us alſo 

with Water, even in the Laver of Regeneration, 
and thoroughly waſhed us by bis precious Blood, 

from the Guilt and Dominion of all our Sins. — 

He cloathed us alig with broidered Work, and 

decked us with Ornaments, even with Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt.— 

We did eat ſine Flour and Honey at one Ordi- 

nance and another, and we fed on Jeſus Chtiſt 
in our Hearts by Faith, with Tnankſgiving. 
In ſhort, we were made exceeding beauti'ul, and 
the Kingdom of God was erected in our Hearts. 
.—We were renowned among our Neighbours 
for our Love to God, and all that knew us took 
Knowledge of us, that we had been with Jeſus. 

_  —Butalas! how have we fallen, who were once 

Sons of the Morning! How have we truſted in 

our own Beauty, grown ſpiritually proud, and 

provoked our patient, and unſpeakably long- ſuf- 

_ fering Lord, to Anger? Where is that ardent 

/,9C..0 Love 
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IE Love we ſpake of, when wetold him, that, tho? 
| | we ſhould die for him, we would not deny him 
in any wiſe? How deſperately wicked, and de- 
ccitful above all Things, have we proved our 
Hearts to be, ſince we have done all theſe Things, . 
even the Work of an imperious Woman? Theſe -þ 
are great and numerous Charges; but great and 
numerous as they are, there is not a fingle Be- 
liever here preſent, but, if he knows his own 
Heart, may plead guilty to ſome, or all of them. 
But this is a tender Point.—T ſee you concerned: 
Your Tears, O Believers, are a Proof of the | 
Anguiſh of your Souls. And can any of us give | 
any Reaſon, why Jefus Chriſt ſhould not give us 
a Bill of Divorcement, and put us away? May 
he not juſtly ſpeak to us as he did to his Adul- | 
tereſs /ſrael, in the forementioned th of Eze- 
iel, Therefore, O Harlot, hear the Werd of the - 
| Lord I will judge thee as Momen that briak | 
Medoc, and ſbed Blood, are judged. I will give i 
. thre. Blood in Fury and Jealouſy, b:cauſe thou haſt 
notemembred the Days of thy Youth, but haft fret- g 
teme in all theſe Things. Behold therefore, 1 allo N 
wil recompence thy Way upon thy Head. —1 will 
cal deu with thee as thou haſt done, which haſt 
_ deſpiſed the Oath, in breaking the Covenant, the | 
 - Marriage Contract that was between us, —T his, | 
Tam perfeaded, you will confeſs to be the Treat- 
ment which we all moſt juſtly deſerve.—But be | | 
not overwhelmed with over-much Sorrow.--- For 
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i' the Lord our God is a jealous God, and will 
certainly viſit our Offences with a Rod, and our 1 


Backllidings with a ſpiritual Scourge, yet his 
Loving-kindneſs will he not utterly take from us, 
vor ſufler his Truth to fail. Tho' we have changed, - 
yet Ie changeth not---He abideth faithful, —His 5 
3 . | Loving- 1 
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Loving kindneſs abideth for evermore.—Hark ! 
how ſweetly he ſpeaks to his backſliding People of 
old; 57 5 — haſt defiroyed thyſelf, but in me 
ts thy 5. I will heal their Backſliding, and 
love * freely.---And, in the Verſes immediate- 
ly following the Words of the Text, how com- 
fortably does he addreſs his eſpouſed People! In a 
little Wrath, I hid 7 Face from thee for a Mo- 
ment ; but with everla ing Kindneſs will I have 
Mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer.---For 
this is as the ae of Noah unto me: For as 1 
. have ſworn, that the Waters of Noah ſhould no . 
more go over the Earth; ſo have I fworn, that I 
would nat be wroth with als. nor rebuke thee.--For 
the Mountains ſhall depart, and the Hills be re- 
moved, but my Kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, 
neither ſhall the Covenant of my Peace be removed, 
ſaith the Lord, that hath Mercy on thee.---Oh that 
"this Goodneſs may lead us to Repentance ! Oh that 
this unparallePd, infinite, unchangeable Love, 
may conſtrain us to an univerſal, uniform, chear- 
fal, unanimous, perſevering Obedience, to all 
the Commands of God ! 

Brethren, my Heart is Abel towards you, 
and J could dwell a long while upon the many 
great and precious Invitations that are made to 
Backſliders, to return to their firſt Love, and do 
their firſt Works: Butꝰ' tis high time for me, if, as 
was propoſed, I give every one their proper Por- 


tion, to ſpeak to thoſe poor Souls, who know 


nothing of this bleſſed Bridegroom of the Church, 


and conſequently cannot * ſay, My Maker is my 
 Husband. © 


Ah dear Hearts ! I pity you from m my inmoſt 
Soul, I could weepover, and for you, tho perhaps, 


you will not weep for yourſelves---But ſurely you 
3 would 
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wou'd weep, and how] too, did you know the mi- 
ſerable Condition thoſe are in, who are not married 
to Jeſus Chriſt.-- Will ye give me leave, I think I 
ſpeak it in much Love, to inform you, as was pro. 
poſed under the Third General Head, that if you 
are not married to Jeſus Chriſt, you are married 
tothe Law, the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
neither of which can make you happy; but all, 
on the contrary, concur to make you miſerable. 
Hear ye not, ye that are married to the Law, and 
ſeek to be juſtified in the Sight of God, partly at 
leaſt, if not wholly, by your own Works, what 
the Law ſaith to thoſe that ate under it, as a Co- 
venant of Works? Curſed be the Man, that conti 
nuetb not in all Things that are written in the Book of 
the Law, to d them.---Every Word breathes _ 
Threatning and Slaughter to poor fallen Creatures. 
—Curſed, both here, and hereafter, be this Man, 
every Man, naturally engendered of the Offspring 
of Adam, without Exception, that continueth not, 
even to the very End of Life, in all Things; not 
only in ſome, or many, but in all things, that are 
written in the Book of the Law, to do them, v:z.. 
in the utmoſt Perfection; For he that Mendeth in 
one Point is guiliy of all. So that, according to 
the Tenor of the Covenant of Works, whoſoever 
is guilty oſone wicked Thought, Word, or Action, 
is under the Curſe of an angry Sin-avenging God, 
For as many as are under the Law, are under the 
Curſe. And do you know what it is to be under 
the Curſe of God, and to have the Wrath of God 
| abide upon you? If you did, I believe, you wou'd 
not be ſo,unwilling to be divorced from the Law, 
and be eſpouſed, as chaſte Virgins, to Jeſus Chriſt? 
And why are ye ſo wedded to the World? Did it 
ever prove faithful or ſatisfactory to any of its Vo- 
| taries 
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taries? Has not Solomon reckoned up the Sum total 
of worldly Happineſs? And what does it amount 
to? Vanity, Vanity, ſaith the Preacher, all is Vanity, 
nay he adds, Yexation of Spirit.---And has not a 
greater than So/omoninform'd us, that a Man's Life, 
viz. the Happineſs of a Man's Life, doth not con- 
ſiſt in the Things which he poſſeſſeth? Beſides, 
know you not that the Friendſhip of this World is 
Enmity with God, ſo that whoſoever will be a 
Friend to the World, i. e. to the corrupt Cuſtoms 
and Vices of it, is an Enemy to God? And what 
better Reaſons can you give for being wedded to 
your Luſts? Might not the poor Slavesin the Gal- 
lies, as reaſonably be wedded to their Chains ? For 
do not your Luſts fetter down your Souls from 
God? Do they not lord it, and have they not 
Dominion over you? Do not they ſay, Come, and 
ye come; Go, and ye go; Do this, and ye do it? 
And isnot he, or ſhe, that liveth in Pleaſure, dead, 
whilit he hveth? And above all, how can ye bear 
the Thoughts of being wedded to the Devil, as 
every natural Man is--For thus ſpeaks the Scrip- 
t re, He nato ruleth in the Children Diſobadience. 
And how can ye bear to be ruled by one, 
. who. is ſuch a profeſſed open Enemy, to the moſt 


high and holy God? Who will make a Drudge 


of you, whilft you live, and be your Companion 
in endleſs and extreme Torment, after you are 
dead? For thus will our Lord ſay to thoſe on 
the left Hand, Depart from me, ye Curſed, inta 
_ everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 

Angels. 3 
Will you permit me, O Sinners, that I may 
draw towards a Cloſe of this Diſcourſe, to propoſe 
a better Match to your Souls-- This is a Part of the 
Piſcourſe which 1 long to come to, it being my 
| Heart's 
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_. _ Heart's Defire, and earneſt Prayer to God, that 
your Souls may be ſaved---And now, O Lord God 


all Conſolations, thou God and Father of our Lord 


Jeſu Chriſt, who haſt promiſed to give thy Son the 
Heathen for his Inheritance, and the uttermoſt Parts 
of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion, ſend me good Speed 


this Day, O Lord, ſend me now Profperity---Be- © 


Hold I fland here without the Camp, bearing a little 


_ of thy dear Son's ſacred Reproach] Hear me, O 
-Lord, hear me, and according to thy Ward let thy 


dear, thine only begotten Son, ſee of the Travel of | 


his Soul, and be ſatisfied! O help me ſo to ſpeak, that 


many may believe en, and cleave unto thy bleſſed, 


thine holy Child Feſus. 
But who am I, that I ſhould undertake to recom- 
mend the bleſſed Jeſus to others, who am myſelf 
altogether unworthy to take his ſacred Name into 
my polluted Lips! Indeed, my Brethren, I do not 
count myſelf worthy of ſuch an Honour; but ſince 
it has pleaſed him, 'in whom all Fullnefs dwells, to 
count me worthy, and put me into the Miniſtry, 
the very Stones wou'd cry out againſt me, did I 
not attempt, at leaſt, to liſp out his Praiſe, and 


— 
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earneſtly recommend the ever bleſſed Jeſus to the 


Choice of all.---- -- | * 
Thus Abrabam's faithful Servant behaved, when 


ſent out to fetch a Wife for his Maſter 1/aac—He . 


ſpake of the Riches and Honours, which God had 
conferred on him--But what infinitely greater Ho- 
nours and Riches, has the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus, conferred on his only Son, to whom 
I now invite every Chriſtleſs Sinner.---To you 
therefore I call, O ye Sons of Men, affuring you, 
there is every Thing in Jeſus, that your Hearts 
can deſire, or hunger and thirſt after---Do People 


in 


Almighty, thou” Father of Mercies, and God of 
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in diſpoſing of themſelves or their Children in 
Marriage, generally covet to be matched with 
Perſons of great Names? Let this Conſideration 
ſerve as a Motive to ſtir you up to match with 
Jeſus . For God the Father has given him a Name 
above every Name; he. has upon his Veſture, 
and upon his Thigh, a Name written, The Xing 
of Kings, and the Lord of Lords; and here in the 
Lext we are told, The Lord of Hoſt is bis Name-- 
Nor has he an empty Title, but Power equiva- 
lent---For he is a Prince, as well as a Saviour— 
All Power 15 given in to him, both in Heaven and on 
Earth---The Ged of the whale Earth, ſays our Text, 
be ſhall be called. The Government of Men, the 
Church, and Devils, is put upon his Shoulders--- 
Thrones, Principalities and Powers, are made ſub- 
Jett unto him---By him Kings reign, and Princes 
decree Fuſtice— He ſeiteth up one, and putteth down 
another And of his Kingdom there ſhall be no End.-- 
Will Riches be an Inducement unto you to come 
and match with Jeſus? Why then I can tell you 
the Riches of Jeſus are infinite---For unto me, 
who am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, is this 
Grace given, that ſhould preach to poor Sinners, 
the unſearchable Riches of Jeſug Chriſt.—I appeal 
to you that are his Saints, whether you have not 
found this true, by happy Experience; and tho? 

ſome of you, may have been acquainted with 
him, thirty, forty, fifty Years ago, do you not 
find his Riches are yet unſearchable, and as 
much paſt finding out, as they were the very firſt - 
Moment in which you gave him your Hearts? 


| 7 Would you match with a wiſe Husband? Haſte 
then Sinners, come away to Jeſus—He is the 
1 Fountain of Wiſdom, and makes all that come 
'/ unto him wiſe unto Salvation; He is the Wiſ- 
| | | dom 
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dom of the Father The Lord poſſeſſed him 


8 i 
— * * 


in the Beginning of his Way, before his Works 
of old— When he prepared the Heavens, he 
*- © was there; when he appointed the Foundations 
of the Earth then was he with him, as one 
brought up with him; he was daily his Delight, 
© © rejoicing always before him. - As he is wiſe 
ſo is he holy, and therefore in the Words of our 
Text, he is ſtiled, The Redcemer, the holy one of 
Hrael.— And by the Angel Gabriel, that holy 
Thing-- The Apoſtles, addreſſing God the Father, 
ſtile him his ho/y Child Fefus ; and the Spirits of 
juſt Men made perfect, and the Angels in Heaven, 


' © ceaſe not Day or Night, ſaying, holy, holy, holy — 


Nor is his Beauty inferior to his Wiſdom or Ho- 
__ lineſs; the Seraphs veil their Faces, when they 
appear before him— Hie is the Chiefeft among Ten 
- Thonfand, nay, be is altogether laveiy.— And as he 
is altogether lovely, ſo is he altogether loving; bis 
Name and his Nature is Love. God, God in 
Chriſt is Love Love in the Abſtract— And in 


this has he manifeſted his Love, in that, -whilft 


we were yet Sinners, nay open Enemies, Jeſus, 
in his own due Time, died for the ungodly--- He 
loved us, fo as to give himſelf for us-Oh what 

Manner of Love is this! What is Jecob's Love 


to Rachel; in Compariſon of the Love which 


Jeſus bore to a periſhing World ! He became a 
- Curfe for us---For it is written, Curſed is every 
Man that hangeth upont a Tree.--- What: Zipper ab 
ſaid to her Husband improperly, Jeſus may ſay 
properly to his Spouſe the Church, a bloody 
Wie haſt thou been to me, becauſe of the Cruci- 
fix ion — For le has purchaſed her with his own 

Blood And having once loved his People, he 
loves them unto the End His Love, like himſelf, 
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is from everlaſting to everlaſting-- He hates putting 
away— I ho* we change yet he changeth not He 
abideth faithful — When we are married here, 
there comes in that ſhocking Clauſe, to uſe the 
Words of holy Mr, Bo/ton, till Death us doth part; 
but Death itſelf ſhall not ſeparate a true Believer 
from the Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
bis Lord For he will never ceaſe loving her, 
till he bas loved her to Heaven, and preſented her 
before his Father without Spot or Wrinkle, or any © 
fuch Thing—Nay, His Love will, as it were, 
but be beginning, thro! the endleſs Ages of 
Eternity .—— . _ | oh 
And now, Sirs, what ſay you? Shall I put that 
- Queſtion: to you, which Rebeccab's Relations, 
E upon a Propoſal of Marriage, put to her? Mill ye 
I» 2 with the Man, with the God-man, this infi- 
gnitely great, this infinitely powerful, this all-wiſe, 
_ all-holy, altogether lovely, ever-loving Jeſus ? 
What Objection have you to make againſt ſuch a 
. gracious Offer? One wou'd imagine, you had not 
. a ſingle One; but ' tis to be fear d, thro' the Pre- 
valency of Unbelief, and the Corruption of your 
deſperately wicked deceitſul Hearts, you are ready 
to urge ſeveral - Methinks I hear ſome of you ſay 
within yourſelves, We like the Propoſal, but 
alas! we are poor'—Are you ſo? If that be all, 
you may notwithſtanding be welcome to Jeſus—- 
For has not God choſen the Poor of this World, 
to make them rich in Faith, and Heirs of his ever- 
laſting Kingdom? And what ſays that Saviour, 
to whom I am now inviting you? Bleſſed are the 
Poor in Spirg, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven — 
And what ſays his Apoſtle concerning him? 
Tie be was rich, yet for cur ſakes he became * 
| RR” - that 
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that we thro his Poverty might be made rich: 
But fay you, We are not only poor, but we 
are in Debt; we owe God Ten Thouſand 
Talents, and have nothing to pay'—But that 
need not keep vou back—For God the Father, 


7 from the Lord ſeſus, his dearly beloved Son, has 
received double for all Believers Sins—T he Blood 
of Jeſus cleanſeth from them all.-- But you are 


blind, and miſerable, and naked; to whom then 
ſhould you fly fer Succour, but to Jeſus, who 


came to open the Eyes of the Blind, to ſeek and 


ſave the Miſerable and Loſt, and cloath the Naked 
with his perfect and ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs ? And 


now, what can hinder your Eſpouſals with the 


dear and ever bleſſed Lamb of God ! I know but 


of one Thing, viz. that dreadful Sin of Unbelief--- 


But this is my Comfort, Jeſus died for Unbelief, 


as well as other Sins, and has promiſed to ſend 


down the holy Spirit to convince the World of 
this Sin in particular. —/f 7 go not away, ſaith he, 
the Comforter will not come unto you---But if I go 
away, I will fend the Comforter, and he will con- 
vince the World of Sin---W hat Sin? of Unbelief 
- -»+Becauſe they believe not on me.--Oh that this 
Promiſe may be ſo fulfilled in your Hearts, and 


| Jeſus may ſo become the Author of divine Faith 


in your Souls, that you may be able to ſend me 


the ſame Meſſage, a good Woman in Scotland 
on her dying Bed ſent me by a Friend, Tell him,“ 
fays ſhe, *©* for his Comfort, that at ſuch a Time 


he married me to the Lord Jeſus.”--- This 


would be Comfort indeed---Not that we can 


marry you to Chriſt---No, the Holy Ghoſt muſt 
tie the Marriage Knot.---But ſuch Honour have 


all God's Miniſters ; under Him they eſpouſe poor 
Sinners to Jeſus Chriſt.I have eſpouſed you, ſays 
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St. Paul, as a chaſte Virgin, to Feſus Fay —as | 


Oh that you may ſay, we will go with the Man-- 
Then will I bow my Head, as Abraham's Servant 
did, and go with Joy and tell my Maſter, that 
he has not left his poor Servant deſtitute this Day. 
Then ſhall I rejoice in your Felicity---For I 
know, my Maſter will take you into the Banquet- 
ing-houſe of his Ordinances, and his Banner over 
you ſhall be Love--- That this may be the happy 
Caſe of you all, may the glorious God grant, for 
the ſake of Jeſus, his dearly beloved Son, the glo- 
rious Bridegroom of his Church; to whom, with 
the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be all Honour 
_ Glory, now and for evermore- Amen, and 
men. — 


. * $ 
* 
Y.. Wc 


* 


NN NE. Wh Wy * N 824 NA Nn N 
e eee 


SERMON II. 


The Gos 1 SUPPER. 


_ Luxks xiv. 22, 23. 
And the Lord ſaid unto the Servant, Go out. 


into the High-woys and Hedges, and com- 


pel them to come in, that my Houſe may be 
filled------ For I jay unto you, that none of 
thoſe which were bidden ſhall ſes of my. 
. 


HOUGH here is a large and awful 
Aſſembly, yet I ſuppoſe you are all con- 
vinced, that vou are not to live in this World 


always May I not take it for granted, that even 


the moſt Prophane amongſt you, do in your Hearts 
believe, what the ſacred Oracles have moſt clearly 
rer ealed, viz.———T hat. as it is appointed fer all 
Aden onre ta die, fo after Death comes the Judgment? 
Yes, | know that you believe, that nothing is 
more certain, than thatwe arc fe appear before the 


Judgment. Seat of Chriſt," to be rewarded according 


72 the Detds done in the Bidy, whether they have 


been govd, or whether they have been evil--- And, 
however hard the'Say ing may ſeem to youat the firlt 
Hearing, yet I cannot help informing you, that I 
am N perſuaded, that as many will 


be 


* 
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Id be driven from that Judgment-ſeat, with a Depart - 
pe curſed into everlaſting Fire, for purſuing Things 
in themſelves lawful, out of a wrong Principle, 
and in too intenſe a Degree, as for Drunkenneſs, 
Adultery, Fornication, orany other groſs Enormity . 
whatſoever---Bad as the World is, bleſſed be God, 

1 there are great Numbers yet left amongſt us, who 
ceeeither thro' the Reftraints of a religious Education, 
* or Self-love, and outward Reputation, both ab- 

12 ſtain from groſs Sin themſelves, and look with 
1 Deteſtation and Abhorrence upon others, that in- 

ddulge themſelves in it---But then, thro' an over- 
Y cager Purſuit after the Things of Senſe and Time, 
their Souls are inſenſibly lulled into a ſpiritual 
Slumber, and by Degrees become as dead to God, 
and as deaf to all the gracious Invitations of the 
Goſpel, as the moſt abandoned Prodigals.---It is 
rem irkable, thereforc, that our Saviour, knows . 
ing how deſperately wicked and treacherous the 
Heart of Man was in this, as well as other Re- 
ſpects, after he had cautioned his Diſciples, and 
us in them, to take heed that their Hearts were : 
not at any time overcharged with Surfeiting and 
Drunkenneſs, immediately adds, and the Cares 
(i. e. the immoderate anxious Cares) F this Life. 
For they are of a diſtracting, intoxicating Nature, 
and ſoon overcharge and weigh down the Hearts 
of the Children of Men. To prevent or remedy. 
this Evil, our Lord, during the Time of his 
tabernacling here below, ſpake many Parables, 
but not one more pertinent, not one, in which the 
Freeneſs of the Goſpel-Call, the frivolous. Pre- 
tences Men frame to excuſe themſelves from 
embracing it, and the dreadful Doom they incu. 
by fo doing, is more diſplayed, or ſet off in livelier 

Colboure, than that to which the Words of the 

| Text reſer. Aud the Lerd ſaid unto the Ser yan 

1 . 
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20 out into the Highways and Hedges, and compel + 


them to come in, that my Houſe may be filled : For 


I ſay unto you, that none of thoſe that were hidden 


hall tafte of my Supper.---In order to have a clear 
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View of the Occaſion, Scope, and Contents of 


the Parable, to which theſe Words belong, it is 


neceſſary for us to look back to the very Begin- 
ning of this Chapter.-- And it came to paſs, ſays the 
Evangeliſt, Verſe 1/7, as he went into the Houſe 


| of one of the chief Phariſees to eat Bread, on the 


Sabbath Day, that they watched him. The Per- 


| ſon here ſpoken of, as going into this Phariſee's 


Houſe, is our bleſſed Saviour---For as he came 
eating and drinking, agreeable to his Character, 
he was free, courteous and affable to all ;- And 
therefore tho” it was on the Sabbath Day, he ac- 

ted an Invitation, and went into the Houſe of 
one of the chief Phariſees to eat Bread, notwith- 
ſtanding he knew the Phariſees were his profeſſed 
Enemies, 'and that they watched him, hoping 
to find ſome Occaſion to upbraid him, either for 
his Diſcourſe or Behaviour.---If the Phariſee into 
whoſe Houſe our Lord went, was one of this 
Stamp, his Invitation beſpeaks him to be a very 


ill Man, and may ſerve to teach us, that much 


Rancour and Heart-enmity againſt Jeſus Chriſt, 
may be concealed: and cloaked under a great and 
blazing Profeſſion of Religion. However, our 


Saviour was more thana Match for all his Enemies, 
and by accepting this Invitation, hath warranted 
huis Miniſters and Diſciples, to comply with the. 
© like Invitations, and converſe freely about the 
\ = Things of God, tho* thoſe who invite them, may 
© nat have real Religion at Heart. For how knoweſt 
* | 25 bh % thou, O Man, but thou mayeſt drop ſomething, 
that may benefit their Souls, and make them reli- 


» gious 
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gious indeed? And ſuppoſing they ſhould watch 
| thee, watch thou unto Prayer, whilſt thou art 
in their Company, and that ſame Jeſus, who 
-went into this Phariſee's Houſe, and was ſo faith» 
ful and edifying in his Converſation when there, 
will enable thee to go and do likewiſe. — That our 
Lord's Converſation was not trifling, but ſuch as 
tended to the Uſe of Edifying, and that he be- 
haved among the Gueſts as a faithful Phyſician, 
rather than as a careleſs, indifferent Companion, 
is evident from the 7th Verſe of this Chapter, 
where we are told, that he marked how they choſe 
the chief Rooms ; or, to ſpeak in our common Way, 
were deſirous of fitting at the upper End of the 
'Table—For whether we think of it or not, the 
Lord Jeſus takes notice -of our Behaviour, even 
when we are going to fit down only at our com- 
mon Meals.---And would to God, all that make 
a Profeſſion of real Chriſtianity, conſidered this 
well !---Religion then would not be ſo much con- 
| fined to Church, or Meeting, but be brought 
home to our private Houſes, and many needlefs 
unchriſtian Compliments be prevented. For 
(with Grief J ſpeak it) is it not too true, that 
Abundance of Profeſſo-s love, and are too fond of 
the uppermoſt Places in Houſes, as well as Syna- 
gogues? And are not many who cry out againſt all 
+ -Ceremonies in the Church, too ſtudious of Cere- 
mony in their Parlours? This was what our Lord 
blamed in the Gueſts where he now was. —He 
marked, he took notice, he looked before he ſpake 
(as we ſhould always do, if we would ſpeak to the 
Purpoſe) how they choſe out the chief Rooms. — 
Therefore, tho' they were rich in this World's 
| Goods, and were none of his Gueſts, yet unwilling 
to ſuffer the leaſt Sin upon them, or loſe any Op- 
- Portunity of giving rn he gave them a 


Lecture 
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Lecture upon Humility, ſaying unto them, that is, 
directing his Diſcourſe to all in general, tho' pro- 
bably he ſpake to one in particular, that ſat near 
bim, and whom it may be, he took notice of, as 
more than ordinarily ſolicitous in chooſing a chief 
Room, or Couch, on which they lay at Meals, after 
the Cuſtom of the Romans ; When thou art bidden 
{Verſe 8.) of any Man to a Wedding (which ſeems 
to intimate that this was a Wedding-feaſt) ſit not 
down in the higbeſt Room, left a more honourable Man 
than thou be bidden of Him ; And he that bade thee 
and him (Verſe gth) come and ſay to thee, give this 
Man place, and thou begin with Shame to take the 
Jdoweft Room. But whenthou art bidden (Verſe 10th) 
got and fit down in the loweſt Room ; that when he that 
bade thee cometh, he may ſay unto thee, Friend, go 
up higher ; then ſhalt thou have Worſpip (or Reſpect) 
in the Preſence of them that fit at Meat with thee. 
O glorious Example of Faithfulneſs and Love te 
Souls]! How ought Miniſters eſpecially to copy 
after their bleſſed Maſter, and, with Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity, mildly and opportunely rebuke 
the Faults of the Company they are in, tho” ſu- 
perior to them in-outward Circumſtances? What 
rightly informed Perſon, after reading this Paſſage, 
can think they-teach -right and agreeable to the 
Word of God in this Reſpect, who ſay, we muſt 
not, at leaſt need not, reprove natural Men ? 
Surely ſuch Doctrine cometh not from above! For 
are we not commanded, in any wiſe, to reprove 
our Neighbour (whether he be a Child of God or 
no) and not to ſuffer Sin upon him? Is it not 
more than probable, that all theſe Gueſts were 


natural Men? And yet our Lord reproved them. 
2 .& Help us then, O Saviour, in this and eve 


l e other Inſtance of thy Moral Conduct, to wa 


«as 
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c as thou haſt ſet us an Example. Neither 
did our Lord ſtop here ; but ee that none 
but the Rich, the Mighty, aud the Noble were 
called to the Feaſt, he took occaſion alſo from 
thence, to give even his Hoſt (for the beſt Return 
we can make our Friends for their Kindneſs, is to 
be faithful to their Souls) one of the chief Phariſees, 
a wholeſome piece of Advice----Then ſaid he alſo 
to him that bade him (Verſe 12th) when thou make/ſ? 
.a Dinner or a Supper, call not thy Friends, nor thy 
Brethren, neither thy Kinſmen nor thy rich Neigh- 
baours ; leſt they alſo bid thee again, and a Recompence 
be made thee —— But when thou mateſt a Feaſt 
(Verſe 13th) call the Poor, the Maimed, the Lame, 
the Blind: And thou ſhalt be bleſſed; (Verſe 14th) 
for they cannot recompence thee : For thou ſhalt be 
recompenced at the Reſurrettion of the Juſt.—Thus 
did our Lord entertain the Company. Words 
ſpoken in ſuch due Seaſon, how good are they ! 
Would Chriſt's Followers thus exert themſelves, 
and, when in Company, begin ſome uſeful Diſ- 
courſe for their great Mafter, they know not what 
Good they might do, and how many might be 
influenced by their good Example, to ſecond 
them in it! An Inſtance of this we have in the 
14th Verſe of this Chapter—And when oneof them, 
ſays the Evangeliſt, that ſat at Meat with him 
' heard theſe Things, he ſaid unto him, Bleſſed is he 
that ſhall eat Bread in the Kingdom of God. Happy 
they that ſhall be recompenced at that Reſurrection 
of the Juſt, which thou haſt been ſpeaking of. — ' 
A very pertinent Saying this! Every way ſuitable - 
to Perſons fitting down to eat Bread on Earth, 
which we ſhould never do, without talking of, 
and longing for that Lime, when we ſnall ſit down 
and eat Bread in the Kingdom of Heaven—This, 
Woof | n opencd 
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opened to our Lord a freſi Topick of Converſa- 
tion, and gave Birth to the Parable, which is to 
be the more immediate Subject of your preſent 
Meditation As tho? he had ſaid to the Perſon that 
ſpoke laſt, Thou ſayeſt right; bleſſed are they 
indeed, who ſhall ſit down to eat Bread in the 
Kingdom of God: But alas! moſt Men eſpecially 
you Phariſees, act as if you did not believe this, 
and therefore (Ver. 16.) he ſaid unto him, A cer- 
tain Man made a great Supper, and bade many q by 
the certain Man making a great Supper, we are 
to underſtand God the Father, who has made Pro- 
viſion for periſhing Souls, by the Obedience and 
Death of his beloved Son Chriſt Jeſus—T his Pro- 
viſion is here repreſented under the Character of a 
Supper, becauſe the Cœna or Supper, among the 
Ancients, was their grand Meal: It is here ſaid 
that a certain Man made it, to ſhew that it is God 
and not Man, that has made a Way, for the Sal- 
vation of Sinners; Men could never have made it 
for themſelves, or Angels for them No, our Sal- 
vation is all from God, from the Beginning to the 
End He made it, and not we our ſelves ; and it 
is wholly owing to the divine Wiſdom, and not 
our own, that we are become God's People, and 
the Sheep of his Paſture. This Proviſion for 
periſhing Souls, may be juſtly called Great, be- 
- cauſe there is a rich and aniple Proviſion, made 
in the Goſpel, for a great many Souls--<For how- 
ever Chriſt's Flock may be but a little Flock, 
when aſunder, yet when they come altogether, 
they will be a Multitude, which no Man can 
mumber.—Andit is eſpecially called Great, becauſe 
it was purchaſed at ſo great a Price, viz. The 
Price of Chriſt's moſt precious Blood And there- 
fore, when the Apoſtle would exhort the Chriſti- 
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ans to glorify God in their Souls and Bodies, he 
makes. uſe of this glorious Motive, viz. That they 
were bought with a Price----He does, not ſay. what 
Price, but barely a Price, emphatically fo called; as 
tho' all the Prices in the World were ng as in- 
deed they are not) when compared to this Price of 
Chriſt's moſt precious Blood For theſe Reaſons, Je- 
ſus ſaid in the Parable, A certain Man made a great 
Supper, and bade many, and ſent his Servant at Supper- 
time (Ver, 17.) to ſay to them that were bidden, Come, 
for all Things are'now ready. He bade many, i. e. The 
eternal God took 7 7 to be his peculiar People, 
under the Moſaick Diſpenſation; and by Types, 
Shadows, and Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, in- 
vited them to partake of the glorious Privileges of 
the Goſpel. ut at Supper-time, i. e. In the Fulneſs 
of Timegnobich God the Father had decreed ſi m Eter- 
nit), in the Evening of the World (for which Reafon 
the Goſpel Times are called the laſt Times) he ſent 
his Servant, i. e. Chriſt his Son, here called his Ser- 
vant, becauſe acting as Mediator, he was inferior to 
the Father Therefote ſays the Prophet 1/aiah, Be- 
hold my Servant whom I have cheſen— To ſay to them 
bat were biuden, viz. To the proſeſſing Jetos, called 
by St. John, hit wn, that is, his pecuſiar profeſſing 
People With this Meſſage, Come Repent and Be- 
lieve the Goſpel. Nothing is required on Man's 
part, in order to convey a Tide to Salvation; but to 
come and accept of the Goſpel Offer It is not ac- 
corqding to the Old Covenant, Do and live ; but only 
Come, Believe, and thou ſhalt be ſaved-- All Things are 
reach ·· Noth ing is wanting on God's Part. -A, Things 
are neu ready. There ſeems to be a particular Em- 
Pbaſis to be put upon the Werd xow, implying, 
- this was an eſpecial Seaſon of Grace, and God Was 
. exerting his laſt Efforts, to fave loſt Man. 
by Well then ?"If the great God be at ſo great an Ex- 
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| pence, to make ſo great a Supper, for periſhing MK 
ER Crea ures, and fends ſo great a Perſon as his own 
Son, in the form of 4 to invite them to 
come to it; one would imagine, that all who heard 
theſe; Glad; Tidings, ſhould readily ſay, Lord, Lo we 
| ceme But inſtead of this, (Verſe 18.) we are to] 
| They all, i. e. the greateſt Part of the Jau, with 
dene Conſort began. to make Excuſe---Confcience told 
+ them they ought to come, and in all Probability, 
| they had ſome faint Deſire to come; and they had 
evan as we hear of, to object either againſt the 
erſon that prepared the Supper, the Perſon that in- 
| vited them, or the Entertainment itſelf ; neither do 
we hear that they treated either with Contempt, as 


| is the Cuſtom of too-many in the Days wherein we | 
* ve. In all Probability, they e was | 
| very good, and that it was kind in that cerfain Man, 


to ſend them fuch an Invitation----But being ver 
buſy, and as they thought very lawfully engaged, 
| they began to make Excuſe---But the Excuſes they 
made, rendered their Refuſal moſt inexcuſable-- The 
Fil ſaid unto him, I have bought a Piece of Ground, 
and [ mit needs go and ſee it Thou Fool, buy a 
Piece of Ground, and then go ſee it! A prudent Man 
would have gone and ſeen the Ground firſt, and 
| -boughtit afterwards-+ I have bought a Piece of Graund, 
. and I muſt needs go ſes it. Why muſt he need; go ? 
| At leaſt, why muſt he needs go now? The Land. 
Was his on, and could he not therefore. have ac- 
cepted the Invitation to Day, and gone and ſeen 
| bis Eftate, or Plantation, on the Morrow? Now 
| hee had bought it, he need not fear loſing his. Bar- 
| Sein, by another's buying it from him; But not- 
| Withſtanding all this, there is a needs mit for his 
"going, and therefore ſays he, I pray thee, haue me 
+, excuſed, and improve thy Intereſt with thy Maſter 
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in my Behalf—This was a bad Excuſe, The ſe⸗ 


cond was rather worſe. For what ſays the Evan- 
geliſt, Verſe 19 ? And another ſaid, Ibave bought 


five Yoke of Oxen; and I go to prove them: One, it 


ſeems, bad been buying an Eſtate; another, 


7 Cattle, to ſtock an Eſtate already bought; and 


both equally fooliſh in making their Bargains: 

For here this Second had bought five Yoke of Oxen, 
which muſt needs coſt him a conſiderable Sum, 
perhaps all he had in the World, and now he mult 
go and prove them. —A wiſe Dealer would have 
proved the Oxen firſt, and bought them after- 
wards : But our Saviour ſpeaks this to ſhew us, 

that we will truſt one another, nay I may add, 
the Devil himſelf, more than we will truſt God.-- 
The Excuſe which the third makes is- worſt of 
all — [ have married a Wife, (ſays he, Verſe 20th) 


and therefore I cannot come, —Had he ſaid, I will 


not come, he had ſpoken the real Sentiments of 
his Heart; for it is not ſo much Mens Impotency, 
as their Want of a Will, and Inclination, that 
keeps them from the Goſpel- feaſt But why can- 
not he come ? He has married a Vife— Has he 
fo? Why then, by all Means he ſhould come 
For the Supper to which he was invited, as it 
ſhould ſeem, was a Wedding-Supper, and would 


| have ſaved him the Trouble of a nuptual Entertain- 


ment, It was a great Supper, and conſequently 
there was Proviſion enough for him, and his Bride 
too. And it was made by a great Man, who ſent 
out his Servant to bid many, fo that he need not 


doubt of meeting with a hearty Welcome, tho? he 


bring his Wife with him.— Or ſuppoſing his Wife 
was unwilling to come, yet as the Huſband is the 
Head of the Wife, he ought to have laid his Com- 
mands on her, to accompany him. For we cannot 
* 5 
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| to the Goſpel-feaſt.—Or, ſuppoſing after all, ſhe 
would not be prevailed upon, he ought to have 
gone without her: for thoſe that have Wives, 


muſt be as tho” they had none, and we muſt pot 


let carnal Affection get ſuch an Aſcendancy over 
us, as to keep thereby from ſpiritual Entertain- 
ments. -- Adam paid dear for hearkening to the Voice 
of his Wife; and ſometimes, unleſs we forſake 

Wives, as well as Houſes and Lands, we cannot 
de the Lord's Diſciples. —This then was the Re- 
ception the Servant met with, and ſuch were the 
Excuſes, and Anſwers, that were ſent back—And 


what was the Conſequence ? So that Servant came 
(Veiſe 21ſt, no doubt with a ſorrowful Heart) and 


ſhewed his Lord theſe Things. For however little 
it be thought of, yet Miniſters muftſhew the Lord, 
of what Succeſs their Miniſtry meets. with We 
muſt ſhew it to our Lord here We muſt ſpread 
the Caſe before him in Prayer. We muſt ſhew it 
to our Lord hereafter, before the General Aſſembly 


cf the whole World But Oh! how dreadful it is 


when Miniſters are obliged to go upon their. 
ness, crying, Oh! ** Leanneſs, my Lean- 
% neſs!” and Elias-like, to ee as it were; 
againſt thoſe, to whom they would not. only have 
im parted the Goſpel, but even their own Lives. 
It is a Heart-breaking Conſideration— But thus it 


muſt be; The Servant came and ſhewed the Lord: 


Yheſe Things; ſo muſt we. Well, and what ſays 
the Lord ?---Why. we are told, Verſe 21ſt, that 


. Maſter of the Houſe was angry ? Not with the 


ervant 3. for tho Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall, 
Chriſt, be glorious ;, and faithful Minifters ſhall be 
"rewarded 4775 People obey the Goſpel or 
nowlFe e area ſweet 8 avour unte Get, whether 


ol 35 the 
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the Word be a davour M Life unto Life, or a Suvoum 
of Death unto Death. — The Maſter of the Houſe 
therefore was angry, not with the Servant, bu 

with theſe - worldly- minded, pleaſure- taking Re- 


ęf uſers of his gracious Invitation, who, in all Pro- 


bability, went to ſee and ſtock their Eſtates, and 
attend upon their Brides; not doubting, but their 
Excuſes would be taken, becauſe they were law- 
fully employed. And indeed, in one Senſe, their 
Excuſes were accepted For I do not hear that 
they were ever invited any more God took them 
at their Word, tho' they would not take him at 
his — They begged to be excuſed, and they were 
excuſed, as we ſhallſee in the Sequel of this Para- 
ble---Let us not therefore harden our Hearts, a- 
in the Day of Provocation; Now is the accepte 
Time, now ie the Day of Salvation But muſt the 
Feaſt want Gueſts? No, if they cannot, or will 
not come, others ſhall, and will---The Mater 
of the Houſe therefore being angry, ſent the Ser- 
vant upon a ſecond Errand---=Go out quickly into 
the Streets, and Lanes of the City, and bring in 
hither the Poor, aud the Maimed, and the Halt, 
and the Blind, Every Word beſpeaks a Spirit of 
| Reſentment and Importunity- Gut: quickly, make 
no Delay, dread no Attempt or Danger, into dhe 
Streets, and Lanes of the City, and bring in hither, 
not only call them, but bring them in (for the 
Maſter here, to encourage ther Servant, aſſures 
him of Succeſs) the Poor, and the Maimed, and: 
the Halt, and the Blind. This was fulfilled, 
when Jeſus Chtiſt, after the Goſpel was / rej: Red: 
by the Fews, went, and called, and invited the 
Gentiles, and when the Publicans and Harlots took. 
the Kingdom of God; by a holy Violence, whilſt 
the Self-righteous-Scribes and Phariſcesrejected the 
| 5. Kingdom: 
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Kingdom of God, againſt themſelves.-----This 
was alſo a Home-Reproof to the rich Phariſee, at 


whoſe Houſe the Lord Jeſus now was, as well as 
a cutting Leſſon to the other Gueſts---For our 
Saviour would hereby ſhew them, that God took 
a quite different Method from his Hoſt, and was 
not above receiving the Poor, and Halt, and 
Blind and Maimed, to the Goſpel: Supper, tho' 
He had called none ſuch to fit down at his Table. 
Whether the Gueſts reſented it or not, we are 


- not. told---But if they were not quite blind, both 
Hoſt and Gueſts might eaſily ſee that the Parable. 


was ſpoken againſt them. But to proceed--- The 
Servant, Verſe 22d, again returns, but with a 
more pleaſing Anſwer than before, Lord, it is 
dane as thou haſt commanded, and yet there is Room. 
The Words beſpeak the Servant to be full of Joy. 
at the Thoughts of the Succeſs he had met with--- 
For-none can tell, but thoſe that. experience it,. 
what Comfort Miniſters have in ſeeing their La- 
bours bleſt.—Now Ilive, ſays the Apoſtle, if you 


fland faſt in the Lerd.--- Ye are our Joy and 


Crown of Rejoicing in the Day of the Lord Jeſus. 
Lord, it is done, as thou haſt commanded---- 
The Poor, and Maimed, and Halt, and Blind, 
have been called, and have obeyed the Sum- 
mons, and I have brought them with me; yet, 


Lord, thy Houſe, thy Supper is ſo great, there 


is. room for more. Hereby he would inſinuate 
that he wanted to be employed again, in calling 
more Souls: For the more we do, the more we 


do for God: To him that hath, ſhall be given ; and: 


preſent Succeſs is a great Encouragement to fu-- 


dure Diligence. Sccb. Hints are pleaſing to our; 


Saviour. 


— 
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Saviour. -He delights to ſee his Miniſters ready 
for new Work, and waiting for freſh Orders. 
The Lord, therefore, we are told, Ver. 23, 
ſaid unto his Servant, i. e. the ſame Servant, Go 
out into the Highways and Hedges, and compel them 
to come in, that my Houſe may be filled; 24. For 
¶ ſay unto you, that none of thoſe which are bidden, 
hall taſte of my Supper —Qh cutting Words to 
thoſe that ſat at Meat, if they had Hearts to make 
the Application! But glad Tidings of great Joy 
to the Publicans, Harlots and Gentiles, who 
were rejected by the proud Phariſees, as Aliens 
to the Common: Wealth of 1/rael, and Strangers 
to the Covenant of Promiſe! This. was fulfilled, 
when our Lord ſent the Apoſtles, not only into: 
the Streets and Lanes of the City, and Places 
\ bordering upon FJeruſalem and Fudea ;. but when 
he gave them a Commiſſion. to go out into all 
the World, and preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
ture, Gentile as well as Few ; and not only gave 
them a Command, but. blefled their Labours'with 
fuch Succeſs, that three Thouſand were con- 
verted in one Day----And+ I am not without: 
Hopes that it will be ſtill further fulfilled, by the 
Calling of ſome of you home this Day: For how 
ever this Parable was ſpoken originally to the 
1 FZews, and upon a particular Occaſion here at a. 
Hh Feaſt, yet it is applicable to us, and to our Chil»: 
| dren, and to as many as are afar off; yea,. to' as 
many as the Lord our God ſhall call. It gives a. 
Sanction, methinks, to preaching: in the. Fields, 
and other Places ' beſides the Synagogues; and 
points out the Reception the Goſpel meets. witli: 
in theſe Days, in ſuch a lively Manner, that one 
would think it had a particular Reference:to the 
80 | * 2. 6: preſent: 
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preſent Age---For,is it not too, too plain, that 


the Goſpel-Offers, and Goſpel Grace, have 
Been lighted; and made light of, by many Pro- 
feſlors of this Generation We have been in 
the Churches, telling them, again and again, 
that the great God has made a great Supper (and 
has invited many, even them) and ſent us by his 
Providence and his. Spirit, to ſay unto them that: 
eere bidden, Come, fir: all Things are naw ready 


Believe on the Lord Jefus, and you ſhall be. 


| faved---But the Generality of the Laity have 


made light of it, they have given us the Hearing, 
but are tos buſy in their Farms-and their Mer- 
chandizes, their marrying and giving in Marriage, 
to come and be bleſſed in the. Lord of Life. We 
have told them, again and again, that we do not 
want them to hide themſelves from the World, 
but to teach them how they may live in, and yet 
not be of it- But all will not do- Many of the 


DClergy alſo (like the Letter-learned Scribes and 


hariſees in our Saviour's Time) reject the King- 
dom of God againſt: themſelves, and deny us the- 


Uſe of the Pulpits, for no other Reaſon but be- 


Cauſe we preach the Doctrine of Juſtification in- 
the Sight of God by, Faith alone, and invite Sin- 
ners to come and taſte of the Goſpel Feaſt freely, 
without Money and without Price.--- Whatever 
they may think, we are perſuaded, the great: 


_ Maſter of the Houſe is angry with them, for be- 


ing angry. with us without a. Cauſe---He therefore 
now, by his Providence, bids. us Go out quickly. 


into the Sircets and Lanes of the City, and bring in 
the Poor, and the Maimed, and the Halt, and the 
Bind, i. e. Call in the Publicans and Harlots, 


the common Curſers and Swearers, and Sabbath- 


| Breakers, and Adulterers, who, perhaps, never 
SF a» 56 E "WW; 
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enter'd a Church Door, ox heard that Jeſus Chriſt 
died for ſuch Sinners as they are.----We, thro* 
Grace, have obeyed the Command, we have- 
one out, tho expoſed to much Contempt for ſo. 
* and, bleſſed be God, our Labour has not 
been in vain in the Lord. For many have been 
made willing, in the Day of God's Power: And 
we would ſpeak it with Humility, we can go. 
chearfully to our Saviour, and ſay, It is done, 
Lord, as: thou haſt commanded, and yet there is. © 
wm. He is therefore pleaſed, in ſpite of all 

Oppoſition from Men or Devils, to continue, 
and renew, and enlarge our Commiſſion, and 


' ſend us /iterally into the Highways and Hedges; 


and, I truſt, has given us a Commiſſion to com- 
pel Sinners to come. For, could we ſpeak with» 
the Tongues of Men and Angels, yet it the Lord 
did not attend the Word with his Power, and 


ſweetly inclined Men's Wills to E with the 


Goſpel-call, we ſhould be as a ſounding Braſs, ar 
@ tinkling Cymbal.. And this we believe our Sa- 
viour will do.-----For his Houſe muſt. be filled: 
Every Soul for whom he has ſhed. his Blood, 
ſhall finally be ſaved, and all that the Father hath 

given him ſball come unto him, and whoſoever cometh: 
unto him he will in no wiſe caſt out. This com- 
forted our Lord, when his Goſpel was rejected 
by the Fetus. As tho' he had ſaid, Well, tho“ 
you deſpiſe the Offers of my Grace, yet I ſhall. 
notſhed my Blood in vain; for all that. the Falber 
hath given me ſhall come unto me. Supported by 
this Conſideration, I am not aſhamed to come out 

this Day into the Highways and Hedges, and to- 


confeſs that my Buſineſs is to call the Poor, and 


the Maimed, and the Halt, and the Blind, ſelf- 
condemned, helpleſs Sinners, to. the Marriage 
7 On one 00 OC 
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feaſt of the Supper of the Lamb.-My Cry is; 
Come, believe on the Lord Jeſus; throw your- 
ſelves at the Footſtool of his Mercy, and you 
ſhall be ſaved ; for all Things are now ready — 
God the Father is ready, God the Son is ready, 
God the Holy Ghoſt is ready; the bleſſed Angels 
above are ready, and the bleſſed Saints below are 
ready, to welcome you to the Goſpel-feaſt. 
A perfect and everlaſting Righteouſneſs is now 
wrought out by Jeſus Chriſt God, now, upon 
Honourable Terms, can acquit the Guilty—God 
can now be juſt, and yet juſtify the Ungodly— 
For he hath made Chriſt to be Sin for us, who 
knew no Sin, that we might be made the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God in him. The fatted Calf is now 
killed, and Chriſt, our Paſſover, is ſacrificed for 
us — Come, Sinners, and feed upon him in your 
Hearts by - Faith, with Thankſgiving— For Jeſus 
Chriſt's Sake, do not with one. Conſent begin ta 
make Excuſe.—Do not let a Piece of Ground, 
five Yoke of Oxen, or even a Wife, keep you 
from this great Supper Theſe you may enjoy, 
as the Gifts of God; and make uſe of them for 
the Mediator's Glory, and yet be preſent at the 
Soſpel-feaſt.— True and undefiled Religion does 
not take away, but-greatly enhance the Comforts 
of Life; and our Lord did: not pray that. we 
ſhould be taken out of the World, but that we 
fhould be delivered from the Evil of it. Oh- 
then that you would all, with one Conſent, ſay, 
Lo! we come — Aſſure yourſelves: there is Pro- 
viſion enough Eor it is a great Supper. In our 
Father's Houſe there is Bread enough, and to- 
ſpare.— And tho' it is a great God that makes 
the Supper, yet he is as good and condeſcending” 
as he is great. Tho' he be the high and lofty 


— 
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One that inhabiteth Eternity, yet he will dwell 
with the humble and contrite Heart, even with. 
the Man that trembleth at his Word. Neither 
ean you complain for want of Room ; for yer 
there is Room. In our Father's Houſe are many 
' Manſions. If it was not fo, our Saviour would 
| Have told us. The Grace of Chrift is as rich, as 
free, and as powerful as ever — He is the ſame 
Veſterday, to Day, and for ever: He is full of 
Grace and Truth, and out of his Fulneſs, alt 
that come to him may receive Grace for Grace — 
He giveth liberally, and upbraideth not—He 
willeth not the Death of a Sinner, but that he 
ſhould rather believe and live. Come then, 
all ye Halt, Poor, Maimed, and Blind Sinners; 
take Comfort, the Lord Jeſus has ſent his Ser- 
vant to call you It is now Supper-time, and a 
Day of uncommon Grace. It may be, the Day 
may be far ſpent — Haſte, therefore, and away 
to the Supper of the Lamb If you do not 
come, I know the Maſter will be angry. 
And who can ſtand before him when he is angry? 
Harden not therefore your Hearts, as in tbe Day 
of Provocation, as in the Day of Temptation in 
the Wilderneſs. —Do not provoke the Lord to ſay, 
None of thoſe that were bidden ſhall tafle of my Sup— 
per. —Oh dreadful Words]! Much more is im- 
plied in them than is expreſſed, It is the ſame 
with that in the Pfalms—7 fware in my Wrath, 
that they ſbould not enter into my Reft—— And if 
you do not enter into God's Reſt, if you do not- 
taſte of Chriſt's Supper, you- muſt lift up your 
Eyes in Torments, where you will have no Reſt, 
but muſt ſup with the damned Devils for ever- 
more. Knowing therefore the Terrors of the 
Lord, we perſuade you to haſte: away, and make- 


ME SEA — 
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ee our Way? If we are Poor, how can we expect 
Admiſſion to ſo great a Table? Ah! dear Hearts 
Happy are ye, if you are ſenſible, that you are 
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no more frivolous Excuſes.---For there is no Ex- 
cuſe againſt Believing.---Perhaps you may ſay--- 
You call to the Halt, and Maimed, and Blind, 
and Poor But if we are Halt, and Maimed, 
how can we come? If we are Blind, how can we 


Halt and Maimed. For if you feel yourſelves ſo, 
and are lamenting it, who knows but whilſt I am 
ſpeaking, God may ſend his Spirit with the Word, 
and fetch you home? Tho' you are Blind, Jeſus 
has Eye · ſalve to anoint you— Tho' 2 are Poor, 
yet you are welcome to this rich Feaſt — It coſt 
Jeſus Chriſt a great Price, but you ſhall have it 
gratis For ſuch as you was it deſigned — Bleſſed 
are the Paor in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven — Rich, and Self- righteous, Self- ſufficient 
Sinners, I. know, will ſcorn both the Feaſt and 
its great Provider Tbey have done ſo already, 
therefore the Lord has ſent us into the Highways 
and Hedges, to bring ſuch poor Souls as you are 
in - Venture then, my dear Friends, and honour 
God, by taking bim at his Word Come to the 


Marriage- feaſt— Believe me, you will there par- 


take of moſt delicious Fare Tell me, ye that 
have been made io taſte that the Lord is gracious, 


will you not recommend this Feaſt to all? Are 


you not, whilſt I am ſpeaking, ready to cry out, 
Come all ye that are without, come ye, obey 
the Call, for we have fat: under the Redeemer's 
Shadow with great. Delight, and his Fruit has 
been pleaſant to our Pafte--- Whilſt l am ſpeak- 
iog, does not the Fire kindle, do not your 


Hearts burn with a Defire that others may come 


and be bleſſed. too? If. you are Chriſtians * 


Sx R. II. The Goſpel Supper. 87 
1 know you will. be thus minded, and the Lan- 
guage of your Hearts will be, Lord, whilſt he is 
calling, let thy Spirit compel them to come in.--- 
Oh that the Lord may ſay, Amen /---And why 


ſhould we doubt? Surely our Saviour will not 


let me complain this Day that I have laboured in 


vain, and ſpent my Strength for nought---Me- 
thinks I ſee any Ln to come---O how ſhall. 
I compel you. to come forwards--I will not uſe 
Fire or Sword, as. the Papiſis do, by terribly 
perverting this Text of. Scripture----But I will 
tell you of the Love of God, the Love of God: 
in Chriſt, and ſurely hat muſt compel you, that 
muſt conſtrain you, whether you will or not. 
Sinners, my Heart is. enlarged: towards. you---- 
E could fill my Mouth with: Arguments--- Con- 
ſider the Greatneſs of the God that makes the 
Supper----Confider the Greatneſs of the Price, 
wherewith it was purchaſed------Confider the 
Greatneſs of the Proviſion made for you 
What would you have more? -Conſider God's. 
infinite Condeſcenſizn, in calling you now, when 
15 might have been in Hell, where the Form: 
dieih not, and the Hire it not quenchied.----- And 
that you might be without Excuſe, he has ſent. 
his Servant into the Highꝛuays and Hedges to in- 
vite you there-----Oh that -you only taſted what 
I. do now! I am ſure you would not want Ar- 
guments. to induce. you to come in: No, you 
would fly to the Goſpel-feaſt, as. Doves to the: 
Windows. But, poor Souls]! many of 72 

perhaps, are not hungry-------You do not feel? 
yourſelves. Halt, or Maimed, or Blind, and. 
therefore you have no Reliſh for this ſpiritual! 
a Enter tainment.------ Well, be not angry with 
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- over you, becauſe you know not the Day of 
your Viſitation: If I muſt appear in Judgment 
as a ſwift Witneſs againſt you, I muſt-----But 
Oh, that Thought chills my Blood !------I can- 
not bear it; I feel that I could lay down my 
Life for you-----But Oh! I am not willing to 
go without you. What fay you, my dear 


Friends? I would put the Queſtion to you 


once more --Will you taſte of Chriſt's Supper, 
or will you not? You ſhall all be welcome. 
There is Milk at this Feaſt for Babes, as well 
as Meat for ſtrong Men, and Perſons of riper 
Vears.— There is Room and Proviſion for High 
and Low, Rich: and Poor, one with another ; 
and our Saviour will thank you for coming 
Amazing Condeſcenſion l Aſtoniſhing Love 
------ The Thought of it quite overcomes me- 
Help me, help me, O Believers; to bleſs and 
praiſe him------And Oh! that his Love may 
excite us to come. afreſh to. him, as tho' we 
had never come before! For, tho' we have 
been often feaſted, yet our Souls will ſtarve 
unleſs we renew our Acts of Faith, and-throw 
ourſelves, as loſt, undone Sinners, continually 
at the Feet of Chriſt.------ Feeding upon paſt 
Experiences will not ſatisfy our Souls any more 
than what we eat Yeſterday will ſuſtain our 
Bodies to Day.-----No, Believers muſt look for 
freſh Influences of divine Grace, and beg of the 
Lord to water them eyery Moment—The. Para- 
ble therefore ſpeaks to Saints: as well as Sinners. 
Come ye to the Marriage-feaſt; you are 
as welcome now as ever-----And may God ſet 
your Souls a longing for that Time when we 
Is Hall ſit down and eat Bread in the Kingdom of 
Heaven !-— There we ſhall have full Draughts of 
ITED | Src Heaven 


| 
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Heaven—There we ſhall have full Draughts of 


divine Love, and enjoy the glorious Emanuel, 
without Intermiſſion, for evermore.— Even ſo 


Eord Jeſus, Amen. CEL. 
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SERMON III. 


Blind BARTIMEVS, 


MARK x. 52. 


And Jeſus ſaid unto bim, Go thy Way; thy 
Faith bath made thee whole, And imme- 


. +  diately be received his Sight, and followed. 


Feſus in the Way. 


HEN the Apoſtle Peter was recom- 
mending Jeſus of Nazareth, in one of 
his Sermons, to the Fews, he gave him a ſhort, 
but withal a glorious and exalted Character, viz.. 
That he went about doing Good He went about, 


f e. He ſought Occaſions of doing Good It 


was his Meat and Drink to do the Works of him 
that ſent him, whilſt the Day of his publick Ad- 
miniſtration laſted.---Juſtly was he ſtiled by the 
Prophet, the Son of Righteouſneſs—For, as the 


SE” Sun in the natural Firmament diffuſes: his quick-- 
_ _ening and reviving Beams through: the Univerſe, 


ſo, wherever this Sun of Righteouſneſs, the bleſ- 


ed Jeſus aroſe, he aroſe with Healing under his 


Wings. 


9 


rde 


Wings. le was indeed a Prophet like unto 
MAaſes, and proved that he was that Meſſiah 
which was to come into the World, by the Mi- 
racles which he wrought; tho' with this material 
Difference, the Miracles of Moſes, agreeable to 
the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation, were Miracles 
of Judgment; the Miracles of Jeſus, who came 
to bear our Sickneſſes and heal our Infirmities, 
were Miracles of Mercy, and were wrought, not 
only. for the, Cure af People's Badies,. but alſo 
for the Converſion of their precious and immortal 
Souls. Sometimes one and the ſame Perſon 
was the Subject of both theſe Mercies- -A 
glorious Proof of this we have in the miraculous. 
Cure wrought upon a poor blind Beggar, named. 
On who is to be the Subject of the fol- 
wing Diſcourſe, and to whom the Words of 
ext refer. Feſus ſaid unte him, Go thy 
2 ay, thy Faith hath made thee whole. And imme- 


diately be received his * and followed yy in 
the Way. 


My Deſigu is, H 55 to make ſome Obſervati- 
ons on the Matter of Fact, as recorded by the 
Evangeliſts. And then, 

Secondly, To point out the Improvement Fol 
may be made of it. May Jeſus ſo bleſs it, that 
every ſpiritually blind Hearer may receive his 
Sight, and, after the Example of ene Fol- 
nn Jo e the War! 5 


If we would take a View of the whole Story, 
we muſt go back to the 46th Verſe of this Chap- 
ter.---And they, i. e. our Lord and his Diſciples 
{who, we find by the Context, had been con- 
_ HE came to Fericho --A Place de- 


vote 
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voted by Janus to the Curſe of God---And yet, 
even this Place yields Converts to Jeſus-- Zaccheus 
had been called out of it formerly; and Bartimeus, 
as we ſhall hear by-and-by, in all Probability, 
was called now.---For ſome Good may come 
even out of Nazareth. -Chriſt himſelf was born 
there, and his ſovereign Grace can reach and 
overcome the worſt of People, in' the very worſt 
of Places.---Feſus came to Fericho.---Let not his 
Miniſters, if Providence points out their Way, 
ſhun going to ſeemingly the moſt unlikely Places 
to do Good---Some choſen Veſſels may be there- 
in,---Jefus and his Diſciples came to Fericho---- 
They were /tinerants ; and, as I have frequently 
obſerved, ſeldom ſtayed' long in a Place----Not 
that this is any Argument againſt the ſtated Set- 
tlement of particular Paſtors over particular Pa- 
riſhes.--But however, our Lord's Practice, in this 
Reſpect, gives a Kind of a Sanction to itinerant 
Preaching, when Perſons are properly called to, 
and qualified for, ſuch an Employ.--- And I be- 
lieve we may venture to affirm (tho' we would 
by no Means preſcribe or dictate to the Holy One 
of T/rael} that, whenever there ſhall be a general 
Revival of Religion in any Country, itinerant 
Preaching will be more in Vogue.-----And it 
is to be feared, that thoſe who condemn it now, 
merely on Account of the Meanneſs of its Ap- 
pearances, would have joined with the Self- 
righteous Scribes and Phariſees, in condemn- 
ing even the Son of God himſelf, for ſuch a 


Practice. 


And as he went out of Jericho with his Diſciples, 
ſays the Evangeliſt, and @ great Number of People. 
N,. à great Number of Mob, or Rabble, as 
the High-Prieſts of that Generation termed them. 


—For 
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For theſe were the conſtant Followers of Jeſus 
of Nazareth. -It was the Poor that received his 
Goſpel, the common People that heard him glad- 
ly, and followed him from Place to Place. - 
Not that all who followed him were his true Diſ- 
Ciples.---No, ſome followed him only for his 
Loaves, others out of Curiolity ; tho* ſome un- 
doubtedly followed to hear, and be edified by the 
J K Words that proceeded out of his Mouth. 


eſus knew this, and was alſo ſenſible how diſ- 
pleaſing this crowding after him was to ſome of 
the Rulers of the Few Church; who, upon 
every Occaſion, were ready to ſay, Have any of 
the Scribes and Phariſees believed on him? But, not- 
withſtanding, I do not hear of our bleſſed Lord's 
ſending them home but once; and that was, 
after they had been with him three Days, and 
had nothing left to eat---No; he ſaw they were 
as Sheep having no Shepherd, and therefore had 
Compaſſion on them, and taught them.------A 
ſufficient Warrant this for Goſpel-miniſters to 
preach to poor Souls that follow to hear the 
Word, whatever Principle their coming may 
proceed from.---At the ſame Time, they ſhould 
caution People againſt thinking themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, becauſe they follow Chriſt's Miniſters. This 
our Lord frequently did.---For there are many 
that followed Jeſus, and now follow his Miniſ- 
ters, and hear them gladly; nay, perhaps do 
many Things, as Herod did, who, it is to be 
- feared; will never follow them into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Much People followed Jeſus here 
out of Fericha, but how many of them were of- 
ſended in him; and afterwards, it may be, cried | 
out, Crucify him, Crucify him. Who would de- 
pend on Popularity? It is like the Morning Cloud, 
| or 
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or early Dew, that paſſeth away — But what a 


Preſs, and ſeemingly continued Hurry of Buſineſs 
did the bleſſed Jeſus live in! — He could not be 


E hid—Go where he would much People followed 
him. He had ſcarce Time to eat Bread.--Happy 
is it for ſuch who are called out to act in a publick 
Station in the Church, and to be more abundant 
in Labours, that their Jeſus has trod in this dan- 


gerous Path before them. Popularity is a fiery 
Furnace- And no one, but he that kept the three 
Children amidſt Nebuchadnezzar's Flames, can 
preſerve popular Miniſters from being hurt by it. 
— But we can do all Things thro' Chriſt ſtrength- 
ening us—And I have often thought, - that there 
is one Conſideration ſufficient to extinguiſh, or 
moderate at leaſt, any Exceſs of Joy and Self- 
complacence, which the moſt popular Preacher 
may feel, when followed even by the greateſt 
Multitudes; and that is this, vx. How many 
« of theſe Hearers will go away without receiv- 
<< ing any ſaving Benefit by my Preaching ; nay, 
«© how many, it may be, will only have their 
« Damnation increaſed by it!“ As we find 
many fhall ſay at the great Day, Haft thou not 
taught in our Streets ; to whom Jeſus ſhall anſwer, 
Verily, I know you not. But to proceed 
As our Lord went out of Jericho with his Diſciples, - 


and a great Number of People, blind Bartimeus, 


i. e. the Son of Timeus, ſat by the Highway- ſide 
begging. It ſhould ky that he 5 a horn 
tho' by no Means what we commonly call, a 
ſturdy Beggar; having no other Way, as he had 
loſt his Sight, to get his Bread His Caſe was ſtill 


the more pitiable, if he was, as ſome think the ; 


Name. imports, the blind Son of a blind Father. 


It may be, he begged for his Father and himſelf 


too 
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too — And if ſo, then this may give us Light into 
that Paſſage of Matthew xx. 22. where we are 
told, that #2 Men ſake to Jeſus It might be 
Father and Son, tho only one is made mention 
of here, becauſe he only followed Jeſus in the 
Way — Thus that holy, judicious, and practical 
Expoſitor of holy Writ, Mr. Henry---But how- 


when Providence calls to it. It was the unjuſt 
Pride that often makes unwilling to be beholden . 


were, upon Alms- The Women that followed 
him miniſtred to him of their Subſtance. Bar- 
timeus, not being able to dig, begs for his Liv- 
ing; and, in order to make a better Trade of it, 
fat by the Highway-ſide, in all Probability, with- 
out, or near the Gate of the City, where People 
muſt neceſſarily paſs in and out. But tho' he 
had loſt his Sight, hechad his Hearing perfect 
And it ſhould comfort us, if we have loſt one 
Senſe, that we have the Uſe of another, and that 


we are not depriv'd of the Benefit of all.---Happy 
Was it for Bartimeus that he could hear, tho? not 


ze. For ig all Probability, upon hearing the 
Noiſe and Clamour pf the much People that fol- 
lowed after our Lord, his Curioſity ſet him upon 
enquiring into the Cauſe of it, and ſome one or 
another told him, "that Feſus of Nazareth was 
paſſing by--- Jeſus of Nazareth--Called ſo, becauſe 
he was bred there---Or out,of Contempt--Naza- 


reth being either a very mean, or very wicked 


Place, or both, which made guileleſs Nathaniel 


ſay, Can any Gord come out of Nazareth l And 
What does Bariimeus do when he hears of Jeſus * 


I , We 


| 


ever this be, he is not blamed for Begging Nei- 
ther ſhould we diſcommend others for ſo doing, 


Steward that ſaid, To beg I am aſhamed. It is our 


=--- Jeſus was not thus minded---He lived, as it 
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We are told, Ver. 47; And when he heard that 
ir was Jeſut of Nazareth, he began to cry out----- 
This plainly denotes, that tho' the Eyes. of his 
Body were ſhut, yet the Eyes of his Mind were, 
in ſome Degree, opened, ſo that he ſaw, perhaps, 
more than moſt of the Multitude 'that followed 
after Jeſus---For, as ſoon as he heard of him, he 
began to cry out; which he would not have 
done, had he not heard of him before, and be- 
lieved alſo, that he was both able and willing to 
reſtore Sight to the Blind. He began to cry out.-> 
This implies, that he had a deep Senſe of his 
own, Miſery, and the Need which he had of a 
Cure—His Prayers did not freeze as they went 
out of his Lips—He began to cry out, that Jeſus 
might hear him, notwithſtanding the Noiſe of 
the Throng—And he began to cry out, as ſoon 


as he heard he was paſſing by, not knowing whe- 


ther he might ever enjoy ſuch an Opportunity 
He began to cry out, Feſus, thou 
Son of David, have Mercy upon me. The People 
called him Feſus of Nazareth.—Bartimeus ſtiles 
him Jeſus, thou Son of David—Thereby evi- 
dencing, that he believed him to be the Meſſiah 
which was to come into the World, unto whom 
the Lord God was to give the Throne of his 
Father David, and of whoſe n of Drs there was 


to be no End.---Jeſus, thou Son of David; or, as 
it is in the parallel Place of St. Matthew xx. 30. 
O Lord, thou San of David; of whom it had 
been long foretold, Iſaiah xxxv. that when he 
ſhould come, the Eyes of the Blind ſhauld be opened 
Have Mercy upon me---The native Language 
of a Soul brought to lie down at the Feet of a 
Sovereign God, —Here's no laying Claim to a 


obs; 
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ous, God I thank ther that Jam not as other Men 
are: No bringing in a Reckoning of Performances, 
nor any doubting of Jeſus's Power or Willingneſs 
to heal him —— But out of the ' Abundance of the 
{art his Whuth ſpeaktth, and, in the Language 
df. the” poor, broken-hearted Publican, he cries 
Out,” Feſus, thou Son of David, have Mercy on 
nie. - Jeſus, thou Friend of Sinners, thou Sa- 
© viour, who, tho” thou be the true God, waſt 
0 18 to become the Son of David, and to 
« 'be made Man, that thou mighteſt ſeek, and 
4% fave, thoſe that were loſt, have Mercy upon 
& me; let thy Bowels yearn towards a poor, 
4 miſerable, blind Beggar.”— One would have 
thought that ſuch a moving Petition as this would 
have melted the whole Multitude that heard his 
piteous Cry, into Compaſſion, and induced ſome 
at leaſt to turn Suitors in his Behalf, or help to 
carry him to the bleſſed Jeſus, — But inftead of 
that, we are told, Ver. 48, that many charged 


* 


Zim — The Word in the Original ſeems to imply 


a Charge, attended with Threatning, and ſpoken 
in an angry Manner. —— They charged him to 
hold his Peace; and it may be, threatned to beat 
him if he did not. They 1 oked upon him be- 
neath the Notice of Jeſus of Nazareth, and were 


ready enough to aſk, | whether he thought Jeſus 


Chriſt had nothing elſe to do but to wait upon 
him.—This was, no doubt, very diſcouraging 
to blind Bartimeus.-----For Oppoſition comes 
cloſeſt when it proceeds from thoſe who are 


eſteemed Followers of the Lamb. The Spouſe 


complains as of ſomething peculiarly aflicting, 


that her own Mother's Children were angry with 
her. —But Oppoſition only ferves to whet the 
Edge of true Devotion, and therefore Bartimeus, 
. | inſtead 
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inſtead of being ſilenced by their Charges and 
Threatnings, cried out the more a great deal, Thou 
Son of David, have Mercy on me. Still he breaks 
out into the ſame humble Language, and, if Je- 
ſus the Son of David will have Mercy on him, he 
cares not much what ſome of his peeviſh Follow- 
eis ſaid of, or did unto him.—T his was not a 
vain Repetition, but a devout Reiteration of his 
Requeſt, We may ſometimes repeat the ſame 
Words, and yet not be guilty of that Barron, 
or vain ſpeaking, which our Lord condemns. 
For our Lord himſelf prayed in his Agony, and 
ſaid the fame Words— Father, if it be poſſible, let 
this Cup paſs from me.—Thus Bartimeus—Feſus, 
thou Son of David, have Mercy upon me.----And 
how does the Son of David treat him ? Does he 
join Iſſue with the Multitude, and charge him to 
hold his Peace? Or does he go on, thinking 
him beneath his Notice? No; for, ſays St. Mar, 
Ver. 49. And Feſus flood ill, tho' he was on a 


Journey, and it may be in Haſte (for it is not 


loſing Time to ſtop now and then on a Journey 
to do a good Office by the Way) and commanded 
him to be called—Why ſo? To teach us to be 
condeſcending and kind even to poor, if real Beg- 
gars, and tacitly to reprove the blind, miſguided 
Zeal of thoſe who had charged him to hold his 
Peace - By this alſo our Lord prepares the Multi- 
tude the better to take the more Notice of the 
blind Man's Faith, and his Mercy and Power ex- 
erted in the Healing of him. For there are Times 
and Seaſons when we are called to perform Acts of 
Charity in the moſt publick Manner, and that too 
very conſiſtently with the Injunction of our Sa- 
viour's, not to let our right Hand know what our left 


Hand doth— For there is a great deal of Difference 


"SI between 
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between giving Alms, and exerciſing Acts of Cha- 
rity, that are ſeen of Men, and doing them, that 
they may be ſeen I he one is always ſinful The 
other often becomes our Duty — Jeſus command- 
ed Bartimeus to be called — And they called him, 
ſays the Text—Who called him? It may be, 
thoſe who a little before charged him to hold his 
Peace. For it often happens, that our Oppoſers 
and Diſcouragers, afterwards become our Friends. 
When a Man's Ways pleaſe the Lord, he makes 
his Enemies be at Peace with him - And it is to 
be wiſhed, that all who have charged poor Souls, 
that are crying after Jeſus, to hold their Peace, 
ſpare themſelves and not be righteous over much, 
would imitate the People here, and encourage 
thoſe they once perſecuted and malign'd. They 
call the blind Man, ſaying unto him, Be of good 
Comfort, riſe, he calleth thee. The Words, and 
Manner of ſpeaking them, implies Haſte, and a 
Kind of Solicitude for the blind Man's Relief-- - 
Oh ! that we might hereby learn to be patient, 
and long ſuffering, towards Oppoſers. For it 
may be, that many may oppoſe awaken'd Souls, 
not out of Enmity, but through Prejudice and 
M.iſinformation, thro” Ignorance and Unbelief, 
and a real, tho' perhaps falſe, Perſuaſion, that 
their Relations are going in a wrong Way—By 
and by they may be convinced, that Chriſt is 
indeed Calling them, and then they may become 
real and open Friends to the Cauſe and Work 


Goſpel to every 
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did Barti meu Our Lord only flood ill, and 
commanded him to be called; and they call the 
blind Man, Ying unto him, be of good Comfort, 
riſe; he calleth thee--- And he (verſe 50) cafting 
away his Garment, roſe and came to Fefus---Had 
Bartimeus not been in earneſt when he cried, 
Jeſus thou Son of David have Mercy upon me, he 
might have ſaid, Why do you mock me? Why 
bid ye me ariſe ? Riſe indeed I can, but after I 
am riſen, how can I, being blind, find my Way 
unto him? If he will come to me it is well; if 
not, all your calling availeth nothing, it being 
impoſſible for me to find my Way. Thus Thou- 
ſands now-a days object to Evangelical Preachers, 
ſaying, why do you bid us come to and believe 
on Teas Chriſt, when you tell us it is impoſ- 
ſible of our ſelves to turn to God, or to do good 
Works; and that no one can come unto him, 
unleſs the Father draw him---Is not this like the 
People's calling upon Bartimeus, to ariſe and come 
to Jeſus, when he could not poſſibly ſee his Way 
before him? True it is ſo---And would to God, 


| that all who make this Objection would imitate - 


Bartimeus, and put forth the Strength they have! 
What if we do call you to come and to believe 


on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you may be ſaved ? 


Does this imply, that you have a Power in your- 
ſelves todo ſo? No, in no wiſe---No more than 
Jeſus ſaying unto Lazarus's dead and ſtinking 
Carcaſe, Come forth, implied, that Lazarus had 
a Power to raiſe himſelf from the Grave---We 
call to you, being commanded to preach the 
G b e Creature, hoping and praying, 
that Chriſt's Power may accompany the Word, 
and make it effectual to the quickening and 


raiſing of your dead Souls. We-alſo call to you 
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to believe, upon the ſame Account as Jeſus ſaid 
unto the Lawyer, do this, and thou ſhalt live, viz. 
That you ſeeing your utier Inability to come, 
might thereby be convinced of your Unbelief, 
and be led to aſk for Faith of him, whoſe Gift it 
is, and who is therefore in Scripture emphati- 
cally ſtiled the Author, as well as Viniſber of our 
Faith--- Add to this, that it is your Duty to wait 
at the Pool, to make Uſe of the Strength you 
have, in the earneſt and ſteady Performance of 
all commanded Duty. For tho' you cannot do 
what is ſpiritually Good, becauſe you want ſpi- 
ritual Principles of Action, yet ye may do what 
is morally and materially Good, inaſmuch as ye 
are reaſonable Creatures! and tho' your doing 
Duty as you can, no Ways deſerves Mercy, 
or entitles you to it, yet it is the Way in which 
you are requi:ed to walk, and the Way in which 
God is uſually found. While you are attempt- 
ing to ſtretch out your withered Arm, perad- 
venture it may be reſtored ; and who knows but 
Jeſus may work Faith in you, by his almighty 
Power? Bartimeus has ſet before ſuch Objectors 
an Example—Oh that they would once ſubmit 
to be taught by a poor blind Beggar ! For he, 
caſting away'his Garment, roſe, and blind as he 
was, came to Jeſus-- Cafting away his Garment. 
This ſeems to be a large Coat or Cloak, that 
he wore to ſcreen himſelf from the Rain and 
Cold - Undoubtedly, it was the moſt neceſſary 
and valuable Veſlment he had, and one wou'd 
have thought, that he ſhould have taken this 
along with him But he knew very well that if 
he did ſo, it might hang about his Heels, and 
thereby his reaching Jeſus be retarded at leaſt, if 
not prevented entirely---Valuable therefore as 
| : it. 
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it was to him, he caſt it away -The Word im- 


plies, that he threw it from off his Shoulders, 
with great Precipitancy and Reſolution, know- 
ing that if he got a Cure, which he now hoped 
for by Chriſt's calling him, he ſhould never want 
his e again. And thus will all do that 
are in earneſt about coming to Jeſus. here, or 
ſeeing and enjoying him in his Kingdom eter- 
nally hereafter. They will cut off a Right Hang, 
they will pluck out a Right Eye, they will leave 
Father and Mother, Huſband and Wife, yea, 
and their own Lives alſo, rather than not be his 
. Diſciples — The Apoſtle Paul therefore exhorts 
Chriſtians to lay aſide every Weight, and the 
Sin that doth moſt eaſily beſet them, or hang 


about their Heels, as the Word in the Original 


imports ; alluding to the Cullom of the Romans, 
who wore long Germents- Such a one was 
this, which Bartimeus had wrapped round him. 
But he, to ſhew that he ſincerely deſired to re- 
* his Sight, caſling it away, aro/e and came 
Joſs And what Treatment did Jeſus give 
bug Did he ſay, Come not nigh me, thuu 
impudent noiſy Beggar ? No, he anſwered (verle 
51) ard ſaid, unto. him, What wilt thou, that I 
„ uld do unto thee ? An odd, Queſtion this, ſeem- 
-ingly. For did not, our Lord know What" he 
wanted? Ves he did - But the Lord Jefus dealt 
with him, as he deals with us, He wilt make 
us acknowledge our Wants ourſelves, that we 
thereby may confeſs our Dependance upon hi 
and be made more ſenſible of the Need we 
fand in, of his divine Aſſiſtance. The Blind 
Man immediately replies, Lord, thereby ini 
mating his Belief of Chriſt's Divinity, Yay 1 
might receive my Sight. Methinks, I ſee the 00 
Creature liſtening to the Voice of our Say our, 
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and with Looks and Geſtures beſpeaking the in- 
ward Earneſtneſs of his Soul, he cries out, Lord 
that I may receive my Sight. As tho? he had ſaid, I 
believe thou art that Meffiah which was to 
«© come into the World. I have heard of thy 
« Fame, O Jeſus! and hearing the long-wiſh'd- 
for Glad-tidings of thy coming this Way, I 
cry unto thee, aſking not for Silver and Gold, 
s but what thou, thou alone canſt give me, 
Lord that I might receive my Sight.” No ſooner 
does he aſk, but he receives---For Verſe 52, 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, Go thy Way; thy Faith hath 
made thee whole. And immediately he received his 
Sight. With the Word there went a Power; 
and he that ſpake Light out of Darkneſs, ſaying, 
Let there be Light, and there was Light, com- 
manded Light into this poor blind Beggar's 
Eyes, and behold there was Light---The Miracle 
was inſtantaneous--- /mmediately he received his 
Sight——And next to a Miracle it was, that by 
breaking into open Light all at once, he was 
not ſtruck blind again : but he that gave the 
Sight, preſerved it when given---Oh! happy 
Bartimeus ! Thy Eyes are now opened, and 
the very firſt Object thou doſt behold, is the 
ever-loving, altogether-lovely Jeſus. Methinks 
I ſee thee tranſported with Wonder and Admi- 
ration, and all the Diſciples, and the Multitude, 
gazing around thee ! And now, having received 
thy Sight, why doſt thou not obey the Lord's 
Command, and go thy way? Why doſt thou 
not haſte to fetch thy Garment, that thou juſt 
now in a Hurry didſt caſt away? No, no!— 
With his bodily Eyes, I believe he received alſo 
[* a freſh Addition of ſpiritual Sight, and tho? o- 
| thers ſaw no Form or Comelineſs in the bleſ- 
"ſed Jeſus, that they ſhould deſire him ; yet 15 
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by an Eye of Faith diſcovered ſuch tranſcendent 


Excellencies in his Royal Perſon, and felt at the 
ſame time, ſuch a divine Attraction towards his 
all- bountiful Benefactor, that inſtead of going 
his Way to fetch his Garment, he followed Feſus 
in the Way and by his Actions, ſays with faith- 
ful, honeſt-hearted Ruth, entreat me not to leave 
thee— For whither thou goeſt, I will go; where 
thou lodgeſt, I will lodge; thy Poople ſhall be 
People; and thy God, my God--- He followed Jeſus 
in the May. The narrow Way, the Way of the 


Croſs; and, I doubt not, but long fince, he has 


followed him to his Crown, and is at this Time 

fitting with him at the Right Hand of his Father. 
And now, my dear Hearers, how find you your 

Hearts affected at the Relation of this notable 


Miracle which Jeſus wrought? Are you not 


ready to break out into the Language of the Song 
of Moſes, and to ſay, Who is like unto thee, 
„ O Lord, glorious in Holineſs, fearful in Prai- 
&« ſes, continually doing Wonders ! Marvellous 
&« are thy Works, O Jeſus, and that our Souls 
& know right well!” But we muſt not ſtop here, 
viz. in admiring what the Lord did for Bar- 
t1meus— This, no doubt, as well as other Parts 
of Scripture, was written for our Learning, upon 
whom the Ends of the World are come 
Conſequently, as was propoſed in the Second 
Place, we ſhould ſee what ſpiritual Improvement 


can be made of this Hiſtory, upon which we 


have already been making ſome Remarks. — 

A natural Man, indeed, goes no further than 
the outward Court of the Scripture, and reads 
this, and the other Miracles of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, juſt in the ſame Manner as he reads 
. Homer's Battles, or the Exploits of Alexander 


But God forbid, that we ſhou'd reſt in only 


j 
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heating this Matter of Fadt— For I tell thee, O 
Man, I tell thee, O Woman, whoever thou 
art, that ſitteſt this Day under a preached Goſ- 
pel, that if thou art in a natural State, thou art 
as blind in thy Soul, as Bartimeus was in his 
Body, a blind Child of a blind Father, even 
of thy Father Adam, who loſt his Sight when 
he loſt his Innocence, and entailed his Blind- 
neſs, juſtly inflicted, upon thee, and me, and 
his whole Poſterity.— Some think indeed, that 
they ſee— But alas! ſuch talk only like Men 
in their Sleep, like Perſons beſides themſelves 
The Scriptures every where repreſent Fallen- 
Man, not only as ſpiritually Blind, but dead 
.alſo ; and we no more know, by Nature, fave 
ingly the Way of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
than Bartimeus, when he was blind, knew the 
Colours of the Rainbow This, I truſt, ſome 
of you begin to feel—lI ſee you concerned ſee 
vou Weeping —And, was f © aſk ſome of you, 
what you want to be done unto you? I know 
your Anſwer wou'd be, that we may receive our 
_ Sight---And God forbid, that I ſhould charge 
. you to hold your Peace, as tho' Jeſus wou'd 
not regard yon l. No, your being made ſenſible 
of your natural Blindneſs, and crying thus ear- 
neſtly after Jeſus, is a Sign at leaſt, that you 
are awakened by his Holy Spirit (tho' it is poſ- 
fible, that you may cry with an exceeding bitter 
Cry, as 22 did, and be loſt at laſt--) How- 
ever, Chriſtian Charity induces me to believe 
and hope the beſt---I will therefore, in the Lan- 
_ guage of thoſe who afterwards encouraged Bar- 
timeus, ſay unto you, ariſe, take Comfort; for J 


truſt Jeſus is calling you Follow therefore the 


Example of Bartimeus, caff away your Garment ; 
| Lo WF KY | b 4 . el lay 


thou Som of David, have 


SER, III. Blind Bartimeus. -75 
ay afide every Weight, and the Sin which doth 


moſt eaſily beſet you, ariſe, and come to Jeſus--- 


e commands me, by his written Word, to 
call to you and ſay, Come unto him, all ye that are 
weary, and heavy laden, and he will refreſh you--- 


He will give you reſt---Be not afraid---Ye ſeek 


Jeſus of Nazareth---Behold, he comes forth to 


meet you --Ye are now on the Highway Side, 


and Jeſus, I truſt, is paſſing by---I feel his 


| Preſence--- I hope many of you feel it too--- 


Oh then, cry mightily to him, who is Mighty 
and Willing to ſave you---Lay. yourſelves at the 
Feet of Sovereign Grace---Say_ unto him, Teſus, 

a me, in the 
ſame Frame as Bartimeus did, and Jeſus will 
anſwer you---He will not caſt out your Prayer 
According to your Faith, ſo ſhall it be done 


unto you. Blind as you are, you ſhall notwith- 
ſtanding receive your Sight---Satan indeed, and 


Unbelief will ſuggeſt many Objections to you-- - 


Your carnal Relations will alſo join Iſſue with 
them, and charge you to hold your, Peace--- 
One will tell you, that your Blindneſs is too 
inveterate to be cured ; another, that it is too 


late; a third, that tho* Jeſus can, yet he will 


not have Mercy upon ſuch poor, blind, deſ- 


picable Beggars, as ye are But, the more they 
charge you to hold your Peace, do you cry out 
ſo much the more a great deal, Feſus, thou Son of 
David, have Mercy on us.---Jelus, thou Saviour, 
thou Friend of Sinners, Thou Son of David, and 
_ ." therefore a Son of Man---Oh gracious Words! 
Oh endearing Appellations! Be 2 by 


them, to draw nigh unto him— Tho' David's 


Loxp, yet he is become David's Sox, after 
. the Fli/ſh, that ye through him may be made the - 
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Sons of God---No matter, what thou art, O 
Woman, ,what thou art, O Man---Tho? thou 
art literally a poor Beggar, think not thy Con- 
dition too mean for Jeſus to take Notice o. 
He came into the Highways and Hedges, to call 
ſuch poor Beggars In —Or, if you are rich, 
think not yourſelves too high to ſtoop to Jeſus— 
For he is the King of Kings; and you never 
will be truly rich, until you are made rich in 
Jeſus—Fear not being deſpiſed, or loſing a 
little worldly Honour: One Sight of Jeſus will 
make amends for all: You will find ſomething 
ſo inviting, ſo attracting, ſo ſatisf; ing, in the 
altogether. lovely Lamb of God, that every ſub- 
- Junary Enjoyment will ſicken, and die, and va- 
niſn before, you; and you will no more defire 
your former vain and trifling Amuſements, than 
Bartimeus after he had received his Sight, de- 
_ fired to go back again and fetch bis Garment— 
Oh that there may be many ſuch blind Beggars 
among you this Day ! Here is a great Multitude 
of People folowing me, a poor Worm, this 
Day—1 rejoice to ſee the Fields thus white, 
ready unto Harveſt, and to ſpread the Goſpel- 
Net amidſt fo many—But alas! I ſhall return 
home with a heavy Heart, unleſs ſome of you 
will ariſe and come to my Jeſus—I deſire to 
_ preach HIM, and not myelf—Refſt not in hear- 
ing and following me.—Behold, behold, believe 
on, and follow the Lamb of Gd, who came to 
take away the Sins of the World.— Indeed I do 
not deſpair of any of you, neither am I diſ- 
couraged, on account of my preaching in the 
Highways and Hedges Jeſus calling Zacebeus; 
Jeſus called Bartimeus, as he paſſed thro? Jericho; 
that cutſed, that devoted Place—And why mY 
by | 2 & 


Sxk. III. Blind Bartimeus. 


= - 
he not call ſome of you, out of theſe deſpiſed 
Fields? Is his Arm ſhortned, that -he cannot 
ſave? Is he not as mighty now, and as wil- 
ling to ſave, even to the uttermoſt, all that 
come to the Father thro* him, as he was ſe- 
venteen Hundred Years ago? Aſſuredly he is— 
He hath ſaid, and he alſo will do e arg 
cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt aut — In no 


. wiſe, or by no means—Oh encouraging Words 


Sinners, believe ye this? Ariſe then, be of good 
Comfort For Jeſus is indeed calling you. 
Some of you, I truſt, have obeyed this Invi- 
tation, and have had a Sight of him long ago 
I know then you will bleſs and love him ; and if 
he ſhould ſay unto you, as he did unto Barti- 


meus, Go you your way; your Anſwer wou'd 


be, We love our Maſter, and will not go from 
him.—But ſuffer. ye the Word of Exhortatior. ; 
Suffer me to ſtir up your pure Minds by way 
of Remembrance, to ſhew, that you have indeed 
ſeen him, and that you do indeed love him, by 
following him in the Way; I mean, in the Way 
of the Croſs, the Way of his Ordinances, and 
in the Way of his holy Commandments —Por alas! 
The Love of many waxeth cold ; and few there 
are, that follow Jeſus rightly-in the Way ; few 
there are that caſt away their — ſo heartily 
as they ſhould Some Idol or another hangs 
about us, and hinders us in running the Race that 
is ſet before us. Awake therefore ye ſleepy, tho? 


It may be, wiſe Virgins—Awake, awake, put 


on Strength. Shake yourſelves from the Duſt ; 
ariſe and follow Jeſus more cloſely in the Way, 
than ever you did yet. Lift up the Hands that 
hang down, and ſtrengthen the feeble Knees. 


Provide right Paths for your Feet, that that 


which 


78 Blind Bartimeus. Sz, III. 


which is lame be not turned out of the Way, 
but rather be healed. For tho' the Way be 
narrow, yet it is not long; ** tho? the Gate be 
.« ftraight, (to uſe the Words of pious Biſhop 
« Beveridge) yet it opens into everlaſting Life.“ 
O that ye may get afreſh Sight of him again 
this Day ! That would be like Oil to the Wheels 
of your Graces, and make your Souls like the 
Chariots of Aminadab. It is only owing to 
your loſing * of him, that you go ſo heavily 
from Day to Day — A Sight of Jeſus, like the 
Sun riſing in the Morning, diſpels the Darkneſs 
and Gloomineſs that lies upon the Soul. Take 
therefore a freſh View of him, O Believers, and 
never reſt till you are tranſlated to ſee him as 
he is, and live with him for evermore, in- the 
Kingdom of Heaven. —Even ſo, Lord Jeſus, 
Amen, and Amen. 
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GENESIS V. 24. 


"And Enoch walked with God: and be was 


not, for God loc him. 


| ARIOUS are- the Pleas and Arguments 


which Men of corrupt Minds frequently 
urge againſt yielding Obedience to the juſt and 


holy Commands of God—But perhaps, one of 
the moſt common Objections that they make 


is this, viz. That our Lord's Commands are not 
practicable, becauſe contrary to Fleſh and Blood; 


and conſequently, that he is an hard Maſter, 


reaping where he has not ſawn, and gathering where 


he has not ftrawed—T heſe we find were the Sen- 
timents that were entertained by that wicked and 


ſlothful Servant mentioned in the 25th of St. 
Matthew ; and are undoubtedly the fame with 


many which obtain in the prefent wicked and 


adulterous Generation—The Holy Ghoſt fore- 


© ſeeing this, hath taken care to inſpire, holy Men 
of Old, to record the Examples of many holy 
' Men and Women ; who, even under. the Old 
- Feſtament Diſpenſation, were enabled chear- 


fully to take Chriſt's Yoak upon them, and 


counted 
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counted his Service perfect Freedom. — The 
large Catalogue of Saints, Conſeſſors, and Mar- 
tyrs, drawn up in the 11th Chapter to the 
Hebrews, abundantly evidences the Truth of this 
Obſervation——W hat a great Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes have we there preſented to our View ? 
All eminent for their Faith, but ſome ſhining 
with a greater Degreeof Luſtre thanthe others.--- 
The Proto- Martyr Abel, leads the Van—And 
next to him, we find Enoch mentioned, not only 
becauſe he was next in Order of Time, but alſo 
on account of his exalted Piety.— He is ſpoken 
of in the Words of the Text in a very extraor- 
dinary Manner We have here a ſhort but very 
full and glorious Account, both of his Behavi- 
our in this World, and in the triumphant Man- 
ner of his entering into the next The former 
is contained in theſe Words — And Enoch walled 
- with God— The latter in theſe, and he was nat: 
for Cod took him. He was net; i. e. He was 
not found, he was not taken away in the com- 
mon Manner, he did not ſee Death; for Heb. 
Xi. 5. God had tranſlated him. Who this Enoch 
was, does not appear ſo plainly. To me, he 
ſeems to have been a Perſon of publick Charac- 
ter I ſuppoſe, like Noah, a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs —And, if we may credit the A- 
poſtle Jude, he was a flaming Preacher For he 
quotes one of his Prophecies, wherein he ſaith, 
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten Thouſand of his 
Saints To execute Fugment upon all, and to con- 
vince all that are Ungodly amang them, of all their 
ungodly Deeds which they have ungodly committed, 
and of all their hard Speeches, which ungadly 
Sinners have ſpoken again/t him—But whether a 
publick or private Perſon, he has a noble Teſti- 
mony 


0 


* 


3 


SER. IV. Walking with GOD. 81 


mony given bim in the lively Oracles. The Au- 
thor of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ſaith, that be” 
fore his Tranſlation he had this Teſtimony, tha? 
he pleaſed God; and his being tranſlated, was a 
Proof of it beyond al! Doubt—And I wou'd ob- 
ſerve by the bye, that.it was wonderful Wiſdom 
in God to tranſlate Enoch and Elijah under the 
Old Teſtament Diſpenſation, that hereafter when 
it ſhould be aſſerted, that the Lord Jeſus was 
carried into Heaven, it might not ſeem a Thing 
altogether incredible to the Fews; fince they 
themſelves confeſſed, that two of their own Pro- 
phets had been tranſlated ſeveral hundred Years 
before—But it is not my Deſign to detain you 


any longer, by enlarging, or making Obſer- 


vations on Enoch's ſhort, but comprehenſive Cha- 
racter— The Thing I have in view, being to 


give a Diſcourſe as the Lord ſhall enable upon a 
weighty and a very important Subject, I mean, 


IWalking with God And Enoch walked with 
God—If ſo much as this can be truly ſaid of you 
and me after our Deceaſe, we ſhall not have any 
Reaſon to complain, that we have lived in 


vain- 


In handling my intended Subject, I ſhall, Fiſt, 
endeavour to ſhew, what is implied in theſe 
Words, Walked with God --Secondly, I ſhall pre- 
ſcribe ſome Means, upon the due Obſervance of 
which, Believers may keep up and maintain their 
Walk with God---And, Thirdly, Offer ſome 
Motives to ſtir us up, if we never walked with 


| God before; to come and walk with God now--- 


The Whole ſhall be cloſed with a Word or two 


of Application --- 


And, Fir/t, I am to ſhew what is implied in 


| theſe Words, Walked with Gad; or in other 


Wor ds, 
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- . Words, what we are to underſtand by this Term, 
Walking with God.--- | 

And Fir/t, Walking with God, implies, that 
the prevailing Power of the Enmity of a Per- 
ſon's Heart, be taken away by the bleſſed Spirit 
of God.---Perhaps it may ſeem a hard Saying to 
ſome, but our own Experience daily proves what 
the Scriptures in many Places aſſert, that the 
«carnal Mind, the Mind of the unconverted, na- 
tural Man, nay, the Mind of the Regenerate, 
ſo far as any Part of him remains unrenewed, 
is Enmity, not only an Enemy, but Enmity 
itſelf againſt God; ſo that it is not ſubject to the 
Law of God, neither indeed can it be Indeed 
one may well wonder that any Creature, eſpe- 
cially that lovely Creature Man, made after 
bis Maker's own Image, ſhould ever have any 
Enmity, much leſs a prevailing Epmity againſt 
that very God in whom he lives, and moves, 
and hath his Being— But alas! ſo it 'is—Our 
firſt Parents contracted it when they fell from 
God by eating the forbidden Fruit, and the 
bitter and malignant Contagion of it, hath de- 
ſcended to, and quite overſpread their whole Po- 
Aterity—This Enmity diſcovered itſelf in Adam's 
endeavouring to hide himſelf in the Trees of the 
Garden—When he heard the Voice of the Lord 
God, inſtead of running with an open Heart, 
ſaying, Here am I; alas! he now wanted no 
Communion with God ; and ſtill more diſcovered 
his lately contracted Enmity by the Excuſe he 
made to the Moſt High—The Woman, or This 
Woman thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave me of 
the Tree, and I did eat—By ſaying thus, he 'in 
Effect Jays all the Fault She gt h as tho' 


ha hed ſaid, if thou hadſt not given me this Wo- 
" % man, 
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man, I had not ſinned againſt thee, ſo thou 
mayſt thank thyſelf for my Tranſgreſſion — In 
this ſame Manner this Enmity works in the 
Hearts of Adam's Children — They now and again 
find ſomething riſing againſt God, and ſaying 
even unto God, What doeſt thou ? It ſcorns 
any meaner Competitor (ſays the learned 
© Dr. Owen in his excellent "Treatiſe on In- 
dwelling Sin) than God himſelf' Its Command 
is like that of the Aſhrians in reſpect to Ahab, 
ſhot any at the King—And it ftrikes againſt 
every Thing that has the Appearance of real 
Piety, as the Mrians ſhot at Jebeſaphat in 
Abab's Clothes---But its Oppoſition ceaſes when 
it finds that it is only an Appearance, as the 
Afprians leſt off ſhooting at Jeboſaphat, when 
they perceived it was not Ahab they were ſhoot- 
ing at---This Enmity diſcover'd itſelf in accurſed 
Cain ; he hated and flew his Brother Abel, be- 
cauſe Abel loved, and was peculiarly favoured by 
his God---And this ſame Enmity rules and pre- 
vails in every Man that is naturally engendered 
of the Offspring of Adam- Hence that Averſe- 
neſs to Prayer and holy Duties, which we find 
in Children, and very often in grown Perſons, 
who have notwithſtanding, been bleſſed with 
a religious Education--- And all that open Sin and 
Wickedneſe, which like a Deluge has overflowed 
the World, are only ſo many Streams runfing 
from this dreadful, contagious Fountain; I mean 
the Enmity of Man's deſperately wicked and de- 
ceitful Heart---He that cannot ſet his Seal to this, 
knows nothing yet, in a ſaving Manner, of the 
holy Scriptures, or of the Power of God---And 
all that do know this, will readily acknowledge, 
that before a Perſon can be ſaid to walk with 


. | God, 
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God, the prevailing Power of this Heart-En- 
mity muſt be deſtroyed- For Perſons do not uſe 
to walk and keep Company together, who en- 
tertain an irreconcilable Enmity and Hatred a- 
gainſt one anotber---Obſerve me, I ſay, the 
prevailing Power of this Enmity muſt be taken 
away---For the Inbeing of-it will never be totally 


removed, till we bow down our Heads and give 
up the Ghoſt---The Apoſtle Paul, no doubt, 


ſpeaks of himſelf, and that too not when he was 


a Phariſee, but a real Chriſtian ; when he com- 
plains, that when he would do Good, Evil was 
preſent with him ; not having Dominion over 
him, but oppoſing and reſiſting his good Inten- 
tions and Actions, ſo that he could not do the 
Things which he would, in that Perfection which 
the new Man defired--- This is what be calls Sin 
dwelling in him“ And this is that ®pconue Spo, 


„ which, to uſe the Words of the Ninth Ar- 


© ticle of our Church, ſome do expound the 
«© Wiſdom, ſome Senſuality, ſome the Affecta- 
“ tion, ſome the Deſire of the Fleſh, which 
s doth remain, yea, in them that are regene- 
% rated”---But as for its prevailing Power, it is 
deſtroyed in every Soul that is truly born of God, 
and gradually more and more weakened as the 
Believer grows in Grace, and the Spirit of God 
gains a greater and greater Aſcendancy in the 
Hiart. | 

But Secondly, Walking with God not only 
implies, that the prevailing Power of the Enmit 
of a Man's Heart be taken away, but alſo that a 
Perſon is actually reconciled to God the Father, 
in and thro” the all-ſufficient Righteouſneſs and 


Attonement of his dear Son—Can two walk 10. 


gether, ſays Solomon, wnleſs they are agreed? 
Los 7p Ss 
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Jeſus is our Peace, as well as our Peace-maker--- 
When we are juſtified by Faith in Chriſt, then, 
but not till then, we have Peace with God ; and 
conſequently cannot be ſaid till then, to walk 
with him—Walking with a Perſon, being a Sign 
and Token that we are Friends to that Perſon, 
or at leaſt, tho' we have been at Variance, yet 
now we are reconciled and become Friends a- 
gain—T his is the great Errand that Goſpel Mi- 
niſters are ſent out upon To us is committed 
the Miniſtry of Reconciliation z as Ambaſſadors 
for God, we are to beſeech Sinners, in Chriſt's 
Stead to be reconciled unto God; and when 
they comply with the gracious Invitation, and 
are actually by Faith brought into a State of Re- 
conciliation with God, then, and not till then, 
may they be ſaid ſo much as to begin to walk 
with God, | | 

Further---Walking with God implies, a ſet- 
tled, abiding Communion and- Fellowſhip with 
| God, or what in Scripture is called, The Holy 
Ghoſt dwelling in us---This is what our Lord 
promiſed when he told his Diſciples, thzt the 
holy Spirit ſhould be in, and with them; not to 
be like a Wayfaring-Man, to ſtay only for a 
Night, but to reſide and make his Abode in their 
Hearts---This I am apt to believe is what the 
Apoſtle John would have us underſtand, when 
he talks of a "Perſon abiding in him, viz. in 
Chriſt, and walking as he himſelf alſo walked--- 
And this is what is particularly meant in the 

Words of our Text--- And Enoch walked with 
Gad. i. e. He kept up and maintained a holy, 
ſettled, habitual, tho' undoubtedly not altogether 
uninterrupted Communion and Fellowſhip with 


God, in and thro' Chrift Jeſus—So that to ſum 


up 
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up what has been ſaid on this Part of the firſt 
General Head, Walling with God conſiſts eſ- 
pecially , in the fixed habitual Bent of the Will 
for God, in an habitual Dependance upon his 
Power and Promiſe, in an habitual voluntary 
Dedication of our All to his Glory, in an habi- 
tual Eyeing of his Precept in all we do, and in 
an habitual Complacence in his Pleaſure in all 
we ſuffer. 8 
Fourth, and Laftly, Walking with God im- 
pies, our 2 7 Progreſs or Advances in tbe 
divine Life—//alting, in the very firſt Idea of 
the Word, ſeems to ſuppoſe a progreſſive Mo- 
tion. A Perſon that walks, tho' he move 
ſlowly, yet he goes forwards and does not con- 
tinue in one Stay. And ſo it is with thoſe that 
walk with God They go on, as the Pſalmiſt 
ſays, from Strength to Strength; or, in the 
Language of the Apoſtle Paul, they paſs from 
Glory to Glery, even by the Spirit of the Lord. — 
Indeed in one Senſe, the divine Life admits of 
neither Increaſe or Decreaſe. When a Soul 
is born of God, to all Intents and Purpoſes he 
is a Child of God, and, tho' he ſhould live to 
the Age of Methuſelah, yet he would then be 
only a Child of God, a'ter all. But in another 
Senſe, the divine Life admits of Decays and 
Additions. Hence it is, that we find the Peo- 
ple of God charged with Backſlidings, and 
loſing their firſt Love. And hence it is, that 
we hear of Babes, young Men and Fathers in 
| Chriſt; and upon this Account it is that the 
Apoſtle exhorts Timothy, to let his Progreſs be 
made known to all Hen. And what is here re- 
uired of Timothy in particular by St. Peter, is 
enjoined all Chriſtians in general, But grow in 
* : | Grace, 
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Grace, ſays he, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, For the new Creature 
increaſes in ſpiritual Stature; and tho' a Perſon 
can but be a new Creature, yet there are ſome 
that are more conformed to the divine Image 
than others, and will, after Death, be admitted 
to a greater Degree of Blefſedneſs. For want 
of obſerving this Diſtinction, even ſome gra- 
cious Souls that have better Hearts than Heads 
(as well as Men of Corrupt Minds, Reprobates 
concerning the Faith) have unawares run into 
downright Antinomian Principles, denying all 
Growth of Grace in a Believer, or any Marks 


of Grace to be laid down in the Scriptures of 


'Fruth—From ſuch Principles, and more eſpe- 
cially from Practices naturally conſequent on ſuch 
Principles, may the Lord of all Lords deliver 
us | a 

From what then has been ſa'd, we may now 
know what is implied in theſe Words, walked 
with God, viz. Our having the prevailing En- 
mity of our Hearts taken away by the Power 
of the Spirit of God; our being actually recon- 
ciled and united to kim by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; - 
our having and keeping up a ſettled Communion 
and Fellowſhip with him; and our making a 
daily Progreſs in this F ellowſhip, ſo as to be 
conformed to the divine Image more and more. 

How this is done, or in the other Words, by 


what Means Believers keep up and maintain their 
Walk with God, comes to be conſidered under 
our Second General Head. 


And, Firſt, Believers keep up and maintain 


their Walk with God, by reading of his Holy 
Word. Search the a lays our bleſſed 


Loid, 
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Lord, for theſe are they that teſtify of me. And 
the royal Pſalmiſt tells us, that God's Mord was 
as a Light unto hi Feet, and a Lanthorn unto bis 
Paths; and he fakes it one Property of a. good 
Man, that hi Delight is in the Law of the 7 
and that ff exerciſes 2 therein Day and 
Ni- bt. Gfve thy ſelf to Reading, ſays Paul to 
Timothy N And this Book of the Law, ſays God to 
| Voſhua? ſhall not go out of thy Mouth : For what- 
foever® was written afore time, was written for our 
Learning. And the Word of God is profitable for 
Reproef, Correction, and Inſtruction in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and every Way ſufficient to make every true 
Child of God thoroughly furniſhed to every good 
Work. If we once get above our Bibles, and 
ceaſe making the written Word of God our ſole 
Rule, both as to Faith and Practice, we ſhall 
ſoon lie open to all Manner of Deluſion, and be 
in great Danger of making Ship-wreck of Faith 
and a good Conſcience—Qur bleſſed Lord, tho? 
he had the Spirit of- God withou Meaſure, yet 
always was governed by, and fought the Devil 
with an, It is written. . This the Apoſtle calls 
the Sword of the Spirit. We may ſay of it as 
David ſaid of Goliah's Sword, None like this — 
The Scriptures are called the lively Oracles of 
God. Not only becauſe they are generally 
made uſe of to beget us into new Life, but alſo 
to keep up and increaſe it in the Soul—The 
Apoſtle Peter, in his 2d Epiſtle, prefers it even 
to ſeeing Chriſt transfigured upon the Mount 
For after he had ſaid, Chap. i. 18. That the 
Voice which came from Heaven we heard, when 
we were with him in the Holy Mount. He adds, 
Verſe 19. We have alſo a more ſure Word of 
Prophecy; whereunts ye do well that ye take heed, 
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as unte a Light ſhining in a dark Place, until the 


Day dawn, and the Day-flar ariſe in your Hearts : 


i. e. Till we ſhake off theſe Bodies, and ſee 
Jeſus Face to Face—Till we muſt ſee and con- 
verſe with him through the Glaſs of his Word. 
We muſt make his Teſtimonies our Councellors, 
and daily, with Mary, fit at Jeſu's Feet, by 
Faith hearing his Word. We {ſhall then by 
happy Experience find, that they are Spirit and 
Life, Meat indeed, and Drink indeed to our 
Souls. | My 

Secondly, Believers keep up and maintain their 
Walk with God by ſecret Prayer—The Spirit 
of Grace is always accompanied with the Spirit 
of Supplication.— It is the very Breath of the 
New-Creature, -the Fan of the Divine Life, 
whereby the Spark of holy Fire kindled in the 
Soul by God, is not only kept in, but raiſed into 
a Flame. A Neglect of ſecret Prayer has been 
frequently an Inlet to many ſpiritual Diſeaſes, 
and has been attended with fatal Conſequences, 
Origen obſerved, ©* That the Day he offered 


„ Incenſe to an Idol, he went out of his Cloſet 


„ without making uſe of ſecret Prayer.“ It is 
one of the moſt noble Parts of the Believer's 
ſpiritual Armour. Praying always, ſays the A- 
poſtle, with all Manner of Supplication--- And 
watch and pray, ſays our Lord, that ye enter not 
into Temptation—And he ſpake a Parable, that 
his Diſciples ſhould pray, and not faint—Not 
that our Lord would have us always upon our 
Knees, or in our Cloſets, to the Neglect of our 
0: her- relative Duties. But he means that our 
Souls ſhould be kept in a Praying-Frime, ſo 


| that w- might be able to ſay, as a good Man in 


S otlan, once ſaid to his Friends on -a Death- 
* F bed, 
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bed, „ Could theſe Curtains, or could theſe 
„Walls ſpeak, they would tell you what ſweet 
© Communion I have had with my God here.“ 
Oh Prayer, Prayer! It brings and keeps God 
and Man together—It raiſes Man up to God, 
and brings God down to Man. If you would 
therefore, O Believers, keep up your Walk with 
God; pray, pray without ceaſing. Be much in 
ſecret, ſet Prayer. And when you are about the 
common Buſineſs of Life, be much in ejaculatory 
Prayer, and ſend, from time to time, ſhort Let- 
ters poſt to Heaven upon the Wings of Faith--- 
They will reach the very Heart of God, and re- 
urs to you again loaded with ſpiritual Bleſ- 

ngs. | 
Holy and frequent Meditation is another bleſ- 
ſed Means of keeping up a Believer's Walk 
with God. Prayer, Reading, Temptation, 
and Meditation,” ſays Luther, make a Mi- 
niſter.””---And they alſo make, and keep a Chri- 
ftian---Meditation to the Soul, is the ſame as 
Digeſtion to the Body---Holy David found it ſo, 
and therefore he was frequently employed in Me- 
ditation, even in the Night Seafon. We read 
alſo of Jaac's going out into the Fields to medi- 
tate in the Evening; or, as it is in the Margin, 
to pray---For Meditation is a kind of filent Prayer, 
whereby the Soul is frequently, as it were, car- 
ried out of it ſelf to God, and in a Degree made 
like unto thoſe bleſſed Spirits, who by a kind of 
immediate Intuition always behold the Face of 
our heavenly Father. None but thoſe happy 
Souls that have been accuſtomed to this divine 
Employ, can tell what a bleſſed Promoter of the 
divine Life Meditation is. J/Yhilft 1 was muſing, 
ſays David, the Fire kindled, And whilſt the 
8 . Believer 


SY JF A RE.. 


gen. IV. Walking with GOD. 97 


Believer is muſing on the Works and Word of 
God; eſpecially that Work of Works, that 
Wonder of Wonders, that Myſtery of God- 
lineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, the Lamb of 


God flain for the Sins of the World: He fre- 


quently feels the Fire of divine Love kindle, ſo 
that he is obliged to ſpeak with his Tongue, and 
tell of the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord to his 


Soul. Be frequent therefore in Meditation, all 


ye that deſire to keep up and maintain a cloſe 
and uniform Walk with the moſt High God. 
Fourthly, Believers keep up their Walk with 


God, by watching and noting his providential 


Dealings with them. If we believe the Scriptures, | 
we muſt believe what ourLord hath declared there- 
in, viz, That the very Hairs of his Diſciples 
Heads are all numbered; and that a Sparrow does 
not fall to the Ground, either to pick up a Grain 
of Corn, or when ſhot by a Fowler, without 
the Knowledge of our heavenly Father Every 
Croſs has a Call in it, and every particular Diſ- 


penſation of divine Providence, - has ſome parti- 


_ cular End to anſwer in thoſe to whom it is ſent. 


If it be of an afflictive Nature, God does thereby 
ſay, ** My Son, keep thy ſelf from Idols:“ 
If proſperous, he does it as it were by a ſmall, 
{till Voice, ſay, ** My San, give me thy Heart.“ 
If Believers therefore would keep up their Walk 
with God, they muſt from time to time hear 
what the Lord has to ſay concerning them in 
the Voice of his Providence. Thus we find 
Abraham's Servant, when he went to fetch a 
Wife for his Maſter Iſaac, eyed and watched 
the Providence of God, and by that Means found 
out the Perſon that was deſign'd for his Maſter's 


Wife. For a little Hint from Pravidence,”? 


* F 2 | ſays 
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ſays pious Biſhop Hall, * is enough for Faith to 
<- feed upon.” And as I believe it will be one 
Part of our Happineſs in Heaven, to take a View 
of, and look back upon, the various Links of 
the Golden-Chain which drew us there; ſo thoſe - 
that enjoy moſt of Heaven below, I believe, will 
be moſt minute in remarking God's various 
Dealings with them, in reſpe& to his provi- 
dential Diſpenſations here on Earth. 
Fiſibh, In order to walk cloſely with God, 
his Children muſt not only watch the Motions of 
God's Providence without them, but the Moti- 
ons alſo of his bleſſed Spirit in their Hearts. As 
many as are the Sons of God, are led by the Spi- 
rit of God, and give up themſelves to be guided 
by the Holy Ghoſt, as a little Child gives its 
Hand to be led by a Nurſe or Parent. It is no 
doubt in this Senſe, that we are to be converted, 
and become like little Children. — And though it 
is the Quinteſcence of Enthuſiaſm, to pretend to 
be guided by the Spirit without the written Word; 
yet it is every Chriſtian's bounden Duty to be 
guided by the Spirit in Conjunction with the writ- 
ten Word of God Watch therefore, I pray you, 
O Believers, the Motions of God's bleſſed Spirit 
in your Souls, and always try the Suggeſtions or 
' Impreflions that you may at any time feel, by 
the unerring Rule of God's moſt holy Word 
And if they are not found to be agreeable to that, 
reject them as diabolical and deluſive By ob- 
ſerving this Caution, you will ſteer a middle 
Courſe between the two dangerous Extremes 
many of this Generation are in Danger of run- 
ning into; I mean, Enthuſiaſm, on the one 
Hand, and Deiſm, and downright Infidelity, on 
the other. EC 
| Siæthly, 
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$:xthly, Thoſe that would maintain a holy 
Walk with God, muſt walk with him in Ordi- 
nances as well as Providences, &c. It is therefore 
recorded of Zachary and Elizabeth, that they 
walked in all God's Ordinances as well as Com- 


mandments, blameleſs. And all rightly informed 


Chriſtians will look upon Ordinances not as 
beggarly Elements, but as ſo many Conduit-Pipes, 


whereby the infinitely condeſcending Jehovah 


conveys his Grace to their Souls. They will 


look upon them as Childrens Bread, and as their 


higheſt Priviteges. Conſequently they will be 
glad when they hear-others ſay, Come let us go 
up to the Houſe of the Lord — They will delight to 


viſit the Place where God's Honour dwelleth, 


and be very eager to embrace all Opportunities 
ta ſbetu forth the Lord Chriſt's Death till he come. 

Seventhly, and Laſtly, If you would walk 
with God, you affociate and keep Company 
with thoſe that do walk with him— My Delight, 
ſays holy David, is in them that do excel in 
Firtue—They were in his Sight the excellent 
Ones of the Earth. And the primitive Chri- 
ſtians no doubt kept up their Vigour and firſt 
Love, by continuing in Fellowſhip one with 
another. The Apoſtle Paul knew this full well, 
and therefore exhorts the. Chriſtians to /ee to it, 
that they did not for/ake the Aſſembling of them 
ſelves together. For how can one be warm alone? 
And has not the wiſeſt of Men told us, that as 


Iron ſbarpeneth Iron, 1 doth the Countenance of a 


Man his Friend ? we look therefore. into- 


Church Hiſtory, or make a juſt Obſervation of 
our own Times, I believe we ſhall find, that as 


the Power of God prevails, Chriſtian Societies, 
and Fellowſhip Meetings, prevail proportionably. 
I 3 And 
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And as one decays, the other has inſenſibly de- 
cayed and dwindled away at the ſame time---So 
neceſſary is it for thoſe that would walk with 
| God, and keep up the Life of Religion, to meet 
together 'as they have Opportunity, in order to 
provoke one another to Love and good Works. 


Proceed we now to the third general Thing 
propoſed, viz. To offer ſome Motives to excite 
all to come and walkguith God. e 
And Firfl, Walking with God is a very ho- 
nourable Thing. This generally is a prevailing 
Motive to Perſons of all Ranks, to ſtir them up 
to any important Undertaking. Oh that it may 
have its due Weight and Influence with you, in 
reſpe& to the Matter now before us ! I ſuppoſe 
you would all think it a very bigh Honour to be 
admitted into an Earthly Prince's Privy Council, 
to be truſted with his Secrets, and to have his 
Ear at all Times, and at all Seaſons—It ſeems 
Haman thought it ſo, when he beaſted, that be- 
ſides his being advanced, Eſther v. 11. above the 
Princes and Servants of the King—Yea, moreover, 
ſaid he, Verſe '12, Ether 2 did let no 
Man come in with the King unto the Banquet that 
ſhe had prepared, but myſelf; and To murrow am 
invited unto her alſo with the King —And when 
afterwards a Queſtion was put to this ſame 
Haman, Chap. vi. 6. What ſhall be done unto 
the Man whom the King delighteth to honour ? He 
anſwered, Ver. 8. Let the Royal Apparel be- 
brought which the King uſed to wear, and the 
Hleorſe that the King rideth upon, and the Crown 
Royal which is 5 upon his Head; And Verſe 9. 
Let this Apparel and Horſe be delivered to the Hand 

of one of the King's moſt 2 Princes, that they 
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may aray the Man withal whom the King delights 
| to honour, and bring him on Horſe-back thre the 
Street of the City, and proclaim before him, Thus 
ſhall it be done to the Man whom the King delighteth 
to honour, —This was all then it ſeems than an 
ambitious Haman could aſk, and the moſt va- 
luable Thing that he thought Ahaſuerus, the 
greateſt Monarch upon Earth, could give But 
alas, what is this Honour in Compariſon of that 
which the meaneſt of thoſe enjoy, that walk with 
God | Think ye it a fmall Thing, Sirs, to have 
the Seeret of the Lord of Lords with you, and 
to be called the Friends of God? And ſuch Ho- 
nour have all God's Saints: The ſecret of the 
Lord is with them that fear him, and Henceforth, 
ſays the blefſed Jeſus, call I you no longer Ser- 
vants, but Friends; for the Servant knnueth not 
the Will of his Maſter.— Whatever you may 
think of it, holy David was ſo ſenſible of the 
Honour attending a Walk with God, that he 
declares he had rather be a Deoor-keeper in bis 
Houſe, than to dwelt even in the Tents of Ungod- 
_— that all were like-minded with him 
ut, Secondly, As it is an honourable, ſo it 
is a pleaſing Thing to walk with God. The 
wiſeſt of Men has told us, that Viſdom's Ways 
are Ways of Pleaſanineſs, and all her Paths 
Peace. And I remember pious Mr. Henry, when 
he was juſt about to expire, ſaid to a Friend, 
„ You have heard many Mens dying Words, 
«© and theſe are mine. A Life ſpent in Com- 
„ munion with God, is the pleaſanteſt Life 
„ in the World.” I am ſure I can fet to my 
Seal that this is true. Indeed I have been liſted 
under Jeſu's Banner only for a few Years; but I 
have enjoyed more ſolid Pleaſure in one Mo- 
„ © ments 
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ment's Communion with my God, than I ſhould 
or could have enjoyed in the Ways of Sin, tho? 
J had continued to have went on in them for 
Thouſands of Vears— And may I not appeal to 
all you that fear and walk with God, for the 
Truth of this? Has not one Day in the Lord's 
Courts, been better than a 'T houſand ? In keep- 
ing God's Commandments, Have you not found 
a preſent and very great Reward ? Has net his 
Word been ſweeter to you than the Honey, or 
the Honey-comb ? Oh what have you felt, when 
Jacob-like you have been wreſtling with your 
God? Has not Jeſus often met you when me- 
ditating in the Fields, and been made known 
to you over and over again in Breaking of Bread? 
Has not the Holy Ghoſt frequently ſhed the 
divine Love abroad in your Hearts abundantly, 
and filled you with Joy unſpeakable, even Joy 
that is full of Glory? I know you will anſwer 
all theſe Queſtions in the Affirmative, and freely 
acknowledge the Yoke of Chriſt to be eaſy, and 
his Burden light; or (to uſe the Words of one 
of our Collects) That his Service is perfect 
„ Freedom — And what need we then any 

. further Motive to excite us to walk with God? 
| But, methinks, I hear ſome among you ſay, 
<< How can theſe Things be? For, if Walking 
« with God, as you fay, is ſuch an honourable 
and pleaſant Thing, whence is it, that the 
Name of the People of this Way is caſt out 

« as Evil, and every where ſpoken againſt * 
« How comes it to paſs that they are frequently 
. „ afflicted, tempted, deſtitute, and tormented? 
130 4 Js this the Honour, this the Pleaſure that you 
Iii „ ſpeak of?“ I anſwer, Yes. Stop a while be 
hl | not over · haſty. Judge not according to Appea- 
| V 15 rance, 

| 
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rance, but: judge righteous Judgment, and all 
will be well. It is true, we acknowledge the 
People of this Wav, as you and Paul before you, 


| When a Perſecutor called them, have their Names 


caſt out as Evil, and are a Sect every where 
ſpoken againſt. But by whom? Even by the 
Enemies of the moſt High God, And do you 
think it a Diſgrace to be ſpoken Evil of then by 
them? Bleſſed be God we have not fo learnt: 
Chriſt. Our Royal Maſter has pronounced 
thoſe bleſſed, who are Perſecuted, and have all 
Manner of Evil ſpoken againſt them falſly. He has 


commanded them to rejoice and be exceeding glad. 


For it is a Mark of their Diſcipleſhip,. and that 
their Reward will be great in Heaven. He him-- 
felf was thus treated. And can there be a greater 
Honour put upon a Creature, than to be con 
formed to the ever-bleffed Son of God 7 And: 
further, it is equally true, that the People of. 
this Way are frequently afflicted, tempted,. deſti- 
tute. and tormented. But what of all. this ?. 
Does this deſtroy the Pleaſure of Walking with 
God? No, in no wiſe For thoſe that walk with. 
God, are enabled, thro' Chriſt ſtrengthening 
them; to joy even in T ribulation, and to rejoice- 
when they fall into divers Temptations.— And I 
believe I may appeal to the Experience of all true 


and clofe Walkers with God, Whether or not 


their Suffering Times, have not frequently been 
their ſweeteſt Times, and they enjoyed moſt oft 
God, when moſt caſt ont and deſpiſed by. Men? 
This we find was the Caſe of Chriſt's» primitive 
Servants, when threatened by the Jewiſb San-- 


hedrim, and commanded to preach no more in- 


the Name of Jeſus; they rejoiced, that they 
were accounted. worthy to ſuffer Shame for the 
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ſake of Jeſus---Pau! and Silas ſang Praiſes even 
in a Dungeon---And the Face of Stephen, that 
glorious Proto-Martyr of the Chriſtian Church, 
ſhone like the Face of an Angel And Jeſus is 
the ſame now, as he was then, and takes care 
ſo to ſweeten Sufferings and Afflictions with his 
Love, that his Diſciples find, by happy Expe- 
rience, that as Afflictions abound; Conſolations 
do much more abound. And therefore theſe Ob- 
jections, inſtead of deſtroying, do only more en- 
force the Motives before urged to excite you to 
walk with God. ä | 
But ſuppoſing the Objections were juſt, and 
Walkers with God were as deſpicable and un- 
happy as you would repreſent them to be; yet 
F have a third Motive to offer, which, if weighed 
in the Ballance of the Sanctuary, will over-weigh. 
all Objections, viz. That there is a Heaven at 
the End of this Walk. For to uſe the Words of 
pious Biſhop Beveridge, Tho' the Way be 
narrow, yet it is not long; and tho' the Gate 
be ſtraight, yet it opens into everlaſting Life.“ 
Enoch found it ſo. He walked with God on 
- Eacth, and God took him to fit down with him 
for ever in the Kingdom of Heaven Not that 
we are to expect to be taken away as he was- 
No- I ſuppoſe we ſhall all die the common 
Death of all Men. But after Death, the Spi- 
Tits of thoſe that have walked with God, ſhall 
return to God that gave them; and at the 
Morning of the Reſurrection, Soul and Body 
ſhall be for ever with the Lord --Their Bodies 
ſhall be faſhioned like unto Chriſt's glorious Body, 
and their Souls filled with all the Fulneſs of God. 
They ſhall ſit on Ines They ſhall judge 


Angels. They ſhall be enabled to fuſtain an 
| * 2 — wy exceeding 
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exceeding . and eternal Weight of Glory, even 
that Glory which Jeſus Chriſt enjoyed with the 
Father before the World began. O gloriam 
0 quantam et qualem,” ſays the learned and pious 
Arndt, juſt betore he bowed down his Head, and 
gave up the Ghoſt, The very Thought of it is 
enough to make us © wiſh to leap our ſeventy 
© Years,” as good Dr. Watts expreſſes himſelf; 
and to make us break out into the earneſt Lan- 
guage of the Royal Pſalmiſt; My Soul is athir/t 
for God, yea even for the living God. hen ſhalt 
come to appear in the immediate Preſence of my: 
God? I wonder not that a Senſe of this, when 
under a more than ordinary Irradiation. and. Influx 
of divine Life and Love, cauſes ſome Perſons 
even to faint away, and fora time loſe the Power 


of their Senſes. A leſs Sight than this, even a Sight 


of Solomon's Glory, made Sheba's Queen; and a. 


{till leſſer Sight than that, even a Sight of 70 


ſeph's Waggons, made holy Jacob faint, and for 
a while, as it were, die away-- Daniel, when 


admitted to a diſtant View of this excellent Glory, 
fell down at the Feet of the Angel as one Dead. 
And if a diſtant View of this —— be ſo ex- 
cellent, what muſt the actual Poſſeſſion of it be? 
If the firſt Fruits are ſo glorious, how. infinitely: 


muſt the Harveſt exceed in Glory ? 


And now what ſhall I, or indeed what can L 
well ſay more, to excite you,. even you that are 
yet Strangers to Chriſt, to come and walk with». 
God? If you love Honour, Pleaſure, and a: 


Crown of Glory, come ſeek. it where alone it: 
can be truly found, Come, put ye en the- 


Lord Jeſus. Come, haſte ye away and walk 
with God, and make nd longer Proviſion. for 


the Fleſb, to fulfil the Luſt thereof. Stop, fen. 


* F 6. © Sin- 
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O Sinner! Turn ye, turn ye, O ye unconverted 
Men. For the End of that Way you are now 
walking in, however right it may feem in your 
blinded Eyes, will be Death, even eternal De- 
ſtruction both of Body and Soul. Make no long 
tarrying, I ſay: At your Peril I charge you, 
ſtep not one Step further on in your preſent 
Walk. For how knoweſt thou, O Man, but 
the next Step thou takeſt may be into Hell? 
Death may ſeize thee, Judgment find thee, and 
then the great Gulph will be fixed between thee 
and endleſs Glory, for ever and ever---Oh think 
of theſe things, all ye that are unwilling to come 
and walk with God. Lay them to heart. Shew 
yourſelves Men, and in the Strength of Jeſus 
lay, Fare wel Luſt of the Fleſh, I will no more 
walk with thee! Farewel Luft of the Eye, and 


| ; Pride of Life | Farewel carnal Acquaintance, and 


Enemies of the Croſs, I will no more walk 
and be intimate with you! Welcome Jeſus, 
welcome thy Word, welcome thy Ordinances, 
welcome thy Spirit, welcome thy — I wil 
henceforth walk with you. Oh that there may 
be in you ſuch a Mind! God will ſet his Al- 
mighty fiat to it, and. ſeal it with the Broad Seal 
of Heaven, even the Signet of his Holy Spirit. 
Yes he will, tho' you have been walking with, 
and following after, the Devices and Deſires of 
your deſperately wicked Hearts, ever ſince you 
have been born. { the High and Lifty, one, ſays 
the great Jehovah, that inhabiteth Eternity, will 
givell: with the humble and contrite Heart, even 
2with the Man that trembleth at my Word. The 
Blood, even the precious Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 


f you come to the Father in and thro' him, ſhall 
Cleanſe you from all Sin. CEA 


But 


" 


. 
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But the Text leads me to ſpeak to you that 
are Saints, as well as to you that are open or 
unconverted Sinners. I need not tell you that 
walking with God is not only honourable but 
pleaſant and profitable alſo---For ye know it by 
happy Experience, and will find it more and 
more ſo every Day. Only give me leave to 
ſtir up your pure Minds by Way of Remem- 
brance, and to beſeech you by the Mercies of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, to take heed to yourſelves, 
and walk cloſer with your God, than you have 
in Days paſt—For the nearer you walk with 
God, the more you will enjoy of him whoſe 
Preſence is Life, and be the better prepared, for- 
being placed at his Right Hand, where are Plea- 
fures for evermore.— Oh do not follow Jeſus 

afar off —Oh be not ſo formal, ſo dead and 
ſtupid in your Attendance on holy Ordinances !---- 
Do not ſo ſhamefully forſake the Aſſembling your- 
ſelves - together, or be fo niggardly, and ſo in- 


different about the Things of God Remember 


what Jeſus ſays of the Church of Laodicea - Be- 
cauſe thou art neither hot nor cold, I will ſpew thee 
out of my Mouth---Think of the Love of Jeſus, 
and let that Love conſtrain you to keep near unto. 
him; and tho' you die for him, do not deny 
him, do not keep at a Diſtance from him in 
any Wile, ES: 

One Word to my Brethren in the Miniſtry 


that are here preſent, and I have done—You 


fee, my Brethren, my Heart is full—I could 
almoſt ſay it is too big to ſpeak, and yet too big 
to be ſilent, without dropping a Word to you- - 
For does not the Text fpeak in a. particular 
Manner to thoſe who have the Honour of being 
filed the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and ——_ 

| | of 
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of the Myſteries-of God? I obferved at the Be- 
ginning of this Difcourſe, that Enoch in all Pro- 
bability was a publick- Perſon, and a flaming 
Preacher---Tho' he be dead, does he not yet 
ſpeak to us, to quicken our Zeal, and make us 
more active in the Service of our glorious and 
ever bleſſed Maſter? How did Enoch preach ? 
How did Enoch walk with God; tho' he lived 
in a wicked and adulterous Generation? Let us 
then follow him as he followed Jeſus Chriſt, and 
.c're long where he is there ſhall we be alfo— 
He is now enter'd into his Reſt—Yet a little 
while and we ſhall enter into ours, and that 
too, much ſooner than he did He ſojourned 
here below Three Hundred Vears; but bleſſed 
be God, the Days of Man are now ſhorten'd, 
and in a few Days our Work will be over.— 
The Judge is before the Door He that cometh 
will come, and will not tarry---His Reward is 
with him---And we ſhall all (if we are zealous 
| for the Lord of Hoſts) e're long, ſhine as the 
Stars in the Firmament, in the Kingdom of our 
| Heavenly Father, for ever and ever. To him, 
the bleſſed Jeſus, and eternal Spirit, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory, now, and to all Eternity. 

Amen, and Amen. ; "58K 
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Jofn xi. 43, 44. 


And when be bad thus ſpoten, be cried with 

a loud. Voice, Lazarus come forth. And 
be that was dead, came forth, bound Hand 
and Foot with Grave-cloaths : : And his 
Face was bound about with a Napkin. 
Jieſus ſaith unto them, Loofe 125 and let 


bim go. 


H EN Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Word, 
Was pleaſed to make all Things by the 
Word of his Power, his laſt Works were the 
beſt-— When he looked back upon, and be- 
held the firſt Products of his Almighty Power, 
he pronounced them gaad; but when that laſt, 
that lovely Creature Man, was formed, he pro- 
nounced them very gaod---So likewiſe, "the ſame 
Jeſus, when he came to tabernacle among us, 
and begin and carry on a new and ſecond Cre- 
ation, tho' all his Works were Miracles of 
Wonder, and manifeſted forth the Glory of 
his eternal Godhead, yet the nearer he came 
to the End of his publick Miniſtrations, the 
S1 1 greater 
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greater and more noble did the Miracles which 
he wrought appear-- -The Reſurrection of La- 


 Zarus, that is to be the Subject of the following 


Difcourſe, I think, is a ſufficient Proof of this 
To an Eye of Senſe, it ſeems to be one of the 


_ greateſt, if not the very greateſt Miracle of all 


which our bleſſed Lord performed. When our 
Saviour bid John's Diſciples go and tell their 
Maſter what Things they had feen and heard, 
he commands them to- inform him, that by his” 
divine Power the Dead wore raiſed ; alluding no 
doubt to the Ruler's Daughter, who was raiſed 
immediately after her Deceaſe; and the Wi- 
dow's Son, who. at the Command of Jeſus, 
roſe out of his Coffin, as they were carrying his 
Corpſe to the Burial. Theſe were pregnant 
Proofs that Jefus was indeed that Meſſiah that 
was to come into the World---But his raifing 
of Lazarus from the Dead, after he had lain 
four Bays dead, and ſtank, and ſaw Corruption, 
is ſtill, if poſſible, a greater Miracle; and con- 


ſequently, a ſtronger Proof of bis being the 


Anointed, the Chriſt of Ged. The Eyange- 
lift John is very particular in giving us an Ac- 
count of this Miracle ; even ſo particular, as to 
fpend a whole Chapter in relating the Circum- 


- "ſtances which preceded, attended, and follow 


after it—— And as he was undoubtedly directed 
herein. by the all-wiſe, unerring Spirit of God, 
does it not point out unto-us, that this Miracle 
with all its reſpective Circumftances, calls for 
our particular and moſt ferious Meditation? 
It appears to me in this Light; and therefore, 
as the Lord ſhall be pleaſed to affift me, I fhall 


go back to the Beginning of this Chapter, follow 


the Evangeliſt Step by Step, and confider the Par- 
1222 | ticulars. 
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ticulars of this wondrous Miracle, make fome 
practical Obſervations as I go along, and ſnut 
up all with fome ſuitable. Inſtructions and Ex- 
hortations which will naturally ariſe from the 
Body of the Difcourſe. | 
The Evangeliſt in the firſt Verſe, makes 
mention of the Sickneſs of Lazarus---Naw, ſays 
he, @ certain Man was ſick, named Lazarus of 
Bethany, the Town of Mary, and her Siſter Mar- 
tha. Some think theſe Siſters were very weal- 
thy, ſo as to own good Part of the Town; or 
as the original Word feems to imply, the Vil- 
But then it is probable the Evangeliſt 
would have ſaid the Town of Lazarus, Eſtates 
uſually deſcending, as with us, in the Male 
Line: It means therefore no more, than that 
Martha and Mary lived in Bethany —— The 
Holy Ghoſt pointing out to us hereby, that 
nothing makes a Town ſo worthy of a gracious 
Soul's Remark or Eſteem, as its having many 
of God's dear Children for its Inhabitants l- 
Bethany, tho* a little Place, is more famous 
becauſe it was the Town of Martha and Mary, 
than if Alexander had fought in it one ef his 
reateſt Battles Both theſe Women loved 
Jeſus in Sincerity, and were as good as they 
were great- --But Mary, tho' the younger Siſter, 


_ feems to be moſt eminent---The Evangeliſt in . 


the ſecond Verſe, ſpeaks of her in a very di- 
ſtinguiſhing Manner--- It was that Mary, that 
never-to-be-forgotten Mary, which anointed the 
Lord with Ointment (expenſive as it was) and 
wiped his Feet, after ſhe had waſhed them with 
Tears of Love, with her Hair, even the Hair 
of her Head—What Notice is taken of this 


Aion! With what. an «Eulogy, and in what 


a bgh 
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a high Strain of Commendation. is it here ſpoken 
of? And ſuch are the Honours of all God's 
Saint's — Tho' all our good Works are not re- 
corded as Mary's were, yet God is not unmind- 
ful that he ſhould forget our Works of Faith and 
Labours, which have proceeded of Love 
Every Tear we ſhed, every Sigh we fetch, every 
Alms we give, tho” it be only a Cup of cold 
Water,. are all recorded in the Lamb's Book of 
Remembrance, and ſhall be brought out to our 
eternal Honour, rewarded with a Reward of 
Grace, tho' not of Debt, at the great and ter- 
rible Day of the Lord I was an hungred, and 
ye gave me Meat, I was 2 25 and ye gave me 
Drink, naked, and ye cloathed me, fick and in 
Priſon, and ye came unto me. What Reaſon 
have we then to be fedfaft and unmoveable, 
always abounding in the Work of the Lord, for- 
aſmuch as we are aſſured, that our Labours will 
not be in vain or forgotten by the Lord? It was 
that Mary that aneinted the Lord with Qintment, 
and wiped his Feet with her Hair—And what 
follows? Whoſe Brother Lazarus was fick—$So0 
that being related to Chriſt, or Chriſt's Diſciples, 
will not exempt Perſons from Sickneſs—In this 
Life Time and Chance happen to all, only with 
this material Difference, viz. Thoſe Afflictions, 
which harden the obſtinately Impenitent, ſoften 
and purify the Heart of a true Believer. My 
Son, therefore deſpiſe not-the Chaſtening of the 
Lord on one Hand, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him on the other For whom the Lord 
laveth he Chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son 
whom he receiveth=—TJeſus loved Lazarus, 
and yet Lazarus was fſick---And what do. his 
Siſters do. for him now he is fick? No _ 
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they applied to a Phyſician, for it is tempting 
God to neglect making uſe of Means for the 
Recovery of our Health, when it is impaired--- 
But then they were not guilty of 4ſa's Crime, 
who ſought to the Phyfician, but not to the Lord--= 
No! they knew the moſt ſkilful Recipes would 
be of no Effect, unleſs attended with a Bleſſing 
from Jeſus the great and Almighty Phyſician : 
and Therefore (Verſe 3.) his Sifters fent unta him, 
it ſhould ſeem at the Beginning of their Brother's: 


 neſs---Alas how unlike is their Conduct to 


that of the Generality of People, eſpecially the 
Rich and Great! How unfaſhionable is it now- 
a-days, for Perſons to ſend to Jeſus in Behalf of 
their ſick Relations! It. is fo very uncuſtomary, 
that in ſome Places, if a Miniſter be ſent for to 
a ſick Perſon, it is a ſad Symptom that the Pa- 


tient is almoſt paſt Hopes of Recovery-— Thus 
did not Martha and her Siſter Mary---They ſent 


unto Jefus, tho' he was now beyond Fordan 
(Chap. x. 40.) where he abods, or made his chief 
Place of Reſidence for ſome Time---Hence it 
was that they knew where to ſend to him But 
what Kind of Meſſage did they ſend? A very 
humble and ſuitable One---Lord, Verſe 3. be- 
hold, he whom thou Ioveft is fick--- They might 


have ſaid, Lord, he who loveth thee is fick--- 


But they knew. that our Love was not worth 
mentioning, and that we love Jeſus only be- 
cauſe he firſt loved us---Beſtdes, here is no pre- 


ſeribing to our Lord what he ſhould do, or what 


Means he ſhould make uſe of---They do not ſo 


much as ſay, we pray thee come, only ſpeak 


the Word, and our ſick Brother ſhall be re- 

ſtored. * They only ſimply tell Jeſus the Caſe, 

knowing it was ſufficient barely to lay it before 
MARLEY ; an 
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108 The Reſurreion of Lazarus. SER. V. 
an infinitely compaſſionate Redeemer, and leave 
it to him to act according to his own ſovereign 

Good-Will and Pleaſure---Lord, behold he whom 
thou loveſt is fick---Oh how ſweet is it when the 

Soul is brought to this! And with what a holy 
Confidence may we pray to, and intercede with 
the holy Jeſus, when we have Reaſon to hope, 
that thoſe we pray and intercede for, are Lovers 
of, and are beloved of Him! For his Eyes are 
in a peculiar Manner over the Righteous, and 
His Ears always open to their Prayers--- This 
was their Meſſage, and it ſoon reached Jeſus 
Chriſt---And how does he receive it? We are 
told, Verſe 4. For when Jeſus heard that, wiz. 
That he whom he loved was ſick, He ſaid, this 
Sickneſs.is not unto Death, but unto the Glory 0 

Gad, that the San of Cad may be glorified thereby. 
To whom theſe Words were ſpoken is not cer- 
tain---In all Probability Jeſus ſpake them to 
the Perſons that delivered Martha's and Mary's 
Meſſage. And if ſo, it was no Doubt a com- 
fortable Anſwer for the- preſent, tho? it muſt 
afterwards puzzle them as well as the Diſciples 
how to explain it, when they found that Lazarus 
was actually dead. This Sickneſs if nat unto Death, 
7.4. Not unto an abiding Death, becauſe he in- 
tended to raiſe him again, foon after his De- 


ceaſe, It is like that other Expreſſion of our 


Lord in St. Mart, The Damſel is not dead, but 
fleepeth ;, which muſt not be underſtood in a li- 


_ teral, but metaphorical Senſe. And this and ſuch 


like Inſtances, ought to teach us to weigh care- 
fully our bleſſed Lord's Words, and to wait for 
an —— of them, by ſubſequent Providen 
ces; "otherwiſe we ſhall be in Danger of miſap- 


plying them, and thereby bring aur Souls into 
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unſpeakable Bondage---This Sickneſs is not unto 


Death, but unto the Glory of God, that the Son of 


of the AfMictions and the Deaths of God's Peo- 
ple—By all that happens to them he will be glo- 
rified one Way or another, and cauſe every 
Thing to work together for their Good---And 


who then would but be content to be fick, or 


willing to ſubmit to Death itſelf, if ſo be the Son 
of God may be glorified thereby ? This Anſwer, 
no Doubt, proceeded from Love---For we are 
told, Verſe 5, that Feſus loved Martha and her 


Siſter, and Lazarus—Oh happy Family! Three 


in it beloved of Jeſus, with a peculiar, everlaſt- 
ing Love“ Very often it ſo happens that, to 
uſe the Words of the pious Biſhop Beveridge, 


„e there is but one in a City, and two in a Coun- 


<« try of this Stamp. But here are two Siſters 
and a Brother, all Lovers of, and beloved- by, 
the glorious Jeſus--- What ſhall we ſay to theſe 
Things? Why, That our Saviour's Grace is 
Free and Sovereign, and he may do what he will 
with his own--- They who are thus ſo highly fa- 
voured as to have ſo many converted- in one 
Houſe, -ought to be doubly thankful! Such a 
Blefling have not all his Saints-----No! Many, 
very many, go mourning over their perverſe and 
graceleſs Relations all their Lives long; and find, 


even to their dying Day, that their greateſt Foes 


are thoſe of their own Houſhold.---Surely theſe 
three Relations lived a Heaven upon Earth---For 
what can they want, what can make them mi- 
ſerable who are aſſur'd of Jeſu's Love? But ſurely 
if Jeſus loves this dear little Family, the next 
News one would think we ſhould hear would 


be, that he went immediately and healed Lazarus, 
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110 The Reſurrection of Lazarus. SER. V. 
or at leaſt, cured him at a Diſtance But inſtead 
of that, we are told, Verſe 6. hen be had 
heard that he was ſick, he abode two Days flill in 
| the ſame Place where be was—A ſtrange Way 
this, in the Eye of natural Reaſon, of expreſſing 
Love; but not ſo ſtrange in the Eye of Faith— 
For the Lord Jeſus very often ſheweth his Love, 
by deferring to give immediate Anſwers to our 
Prayers—PFor hereby he tries our Faith and Pa- 
tience, and exerciſes all our paſſive Graces— 
We have a Proof of this in the Syrophenician 
Woman, upon whom the bleſſed Jeſus frown- 
ed, and ſpake roughly to at firſt, only that he 
might afterwards turn unto her and: ſay, O 
Woman, great is thy Faith—Let not thoſe then 
that believe, make too much Haſte; or imme- 
diately in their Hearts repine againſt the Lord, 
becauſe he may not anſwer their Requeſts, in 
their own Time and Way—God's Time and 
Way is beft—And we ſhall find it to be ſo in 
the End---Martha and Mary experienced the 
Truth of this, tho' undoubtedly our Lord's 
ſeeming Delay, to come and heal their Brother, 
coſt them great Searchings of Heart—But will 
the Lord Jeſus forget his dear Lazarus, whom 
his Soul loveth ? Can a. Woman forget her ſucking 
Child ? Indeed ſhe may; but the Lord never 
faileth thoſe that fear him—Neither is he ſlack 
concerning his Promiſe, as ſome Men count 
Slackneſs—For his very Delays are Anſwers— 
The Viſion is for an appointed Time—In the 
End it will ſpeak and not lie. Tho' our 
Lord abode two Days where he was, to try the 


| Faith of theſe Siſters, yet after this, he ſaid unto 


his Diſciples, Verſe 7. Let us go into Fudea 
again — With what a holy Familiarity does Jeſus 
| converſe 
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converſe with his dear Children! Our Saviour 
ſeems to ſpeak to his Diſciples, as tho* he was 
only their Brother, and as it were upon a Level 
with them; Let us go into Fudea again. How 


gently, according to what was predicted of him, 


does he lead thoſe that are with Young ! Jeſus 
very well knew the Weakneſs of his Diſciples, 
and alſo what a dangerous Place Fudea was: How 


gradually therefore does he make known unto 
them, his Deſign of going thither ! And how 


does he admit his Diſciples to expoſtulate with 
him on this Account]! Mafter, ſay they (Verſe 8.) 
the Jews of late ſought to ſtone thee, and goęſt thou 
thither again? They were amazed at our Lord's 
Boldneſs, and were ready to call it Preſumption. 
As we generally are prone to cenſure and con- 
demn other zealous and enterprizing Perſons, as 


carrying Matters too far, for no other Reaſon, 


if we examine the Bottom of our Hearts, but 
becauſe they go before, and excel ourſelves.— 
The Diſciples, no doubt, thought that they ſpoke 
out of Love to their Lord, and aſſuredly they did; 
but what a deal of Self-love was there mixed and 
blended with it? They ſeem much concerned for 


their Maſter, but they were more concerned for 


themſelves- However Jeſus overlooks their 
Weakneſs, and mildly replies, Verſe 9, and 10. 
Are there not twelve Hours in the Day? If any © 
Man walk in the Day, he flumbleth not, becauſe 
he ſeeth the Light of the World; but if any Man 
walk in the Night, he flumbleth, becauſe there 


i no Light in him. As tho' our Lord had ſaid, 


My dear Diſciples, I thank you for your Care 
« and Concern for me—Fudza is a dangerous 
«© Place, and what you fay of the Treatment 
«© I met with from its Inhabitants, is juit and 
se true 3 


412 The Reſurrection of Lazarus. SER. V. 
true; but be not afraid of going there upon 
«© my Account---For as.a Man walketh ſafely 
&« Twelve Hours of the Day, becauſe he walketh 
in the Light; ſo as long as the Time appoint- 
„ ed by my Father for my publick Adminiſtration 
“ laſts, I ſhall be as ſecure from the Hands of 
« my Enemies, as a Man that walks in Broad- 
day is ſecure from falling- But as a Man ſtum- 
© bleth if he walketh in the Night, ſo when the 
Night of my Paffion cometh, then, but not 
„ till then, ſhall I be given up into the Hands 
« of my ſpiteful Foes.” Oh what Comfort have 
theſe Words, by the Bleſſing of God, frequently 
brought to my Soul! How may all Chriſt's Mi- 
- Nifters ftrengthen themſelves with this Conſide- 
ration, that ſo long as God bath Work for them 
todo, they are immortal! And if after our Work 
is over, our Lord ſhould call us to lay down our 
Lives for the Brethren, and to ſeal the Truth of 
our Doctrine with our Blood, it would certainly 
be the higheſt Honour that can be put upon us. 
To you it is given not-only to believe, but alſo to 
Juffer, ſays the Apoſtle to the Philippians--- Theſe 
Things the Evangeliſt tells us, Verſe 11. /aid be, 
viz. Jeſus, and after that, to ſatisfy them that he 
was not going into Judea without a proper Call, 
He faith unto them, Our Friend Lazarus fleepeth-- 
Our Friend Amazing! For what is a Friend ? 
As one's own Soul—How dear then, and near 
are true Believers to the moſt adorable Jeſus ! 
Dur Friend Lazarus Still more amazing! Here 
is Condeſcenſion, here is unparallelled Familia- 
rity indeed And what of him? He fleepeth--- 
A figurative Way of Expreſſion-— For what is 
Death to the Lovers of Jeſus Chriſt, but a 
Sleep, and a refreſhing One. too? Thus it is ſaid 
„ 1 


= 


peach their bleſſed Maſter's Conduct, and under 
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of Stephen when he died, that be fell afleep--- 


Chriſt indeed died, but Believers only /{zep--- 
And thoſe that ſleep in Feſus, ſays the Scripture, 


will God bring with him-—Our Friend Lazarus 
ſleepeth—For though 


he be dead, I ſhall raiſe him 
from the Grave ſo ſoon, that his dying will be 
only like a Perſon's taking a Nap of Sleep -L Our 


Friend Lazarus fleepeth, but I go that 1 may awake 


him out of Sleep. By this Time, one would 
imagine, our Lord's Diſciples ſhould have under- 


Rood him: But how unwilling are we to believe 
any Thing that we do not like. Then ſaid bis + 


Diſciples, Verſe 12. Lord, if he fleep be fhall ds 


well Oh fearful, and flow of Heart to believe 


How fain would they excuſe themſelves from 


going into Fudea, for fear of a few Stones ! By 
this Way of talking; how do they in effect im- 


A Pretence of preſerving his Perſon, foſter, and 
as it were, plead for their own (tho perhaps un- 
diſcern'd) Cowardice and Unbelief } That Cha- 
rity, which hopeth and believeth all Things for 
the beſt, teachethgus to judge thus favourably of 
them For, Howbeit Feſus ſpake of bis Death: 
they thought that He had ſpoken of taking Reft in 
Sl:ep—-The Great and Compaſſionate High- 
Prieſt knowing whereof they were made, and 
remembering they were but Duſt, throws a Veil 


of Love over their Infirmity ; and at length, 


Verſe 14. ſaith unto them plainly (for if we wait 
on Jeſus, we ſhall know his Will plainly, one 
Way or another) Lazarus is dead—And even 
then, leſt they ſhould be ſwallowed up with 
overmuch Sorrow, he immediately adds, Ver. 15, 


(4 


And I am glad far your Sakes that I was not there, 


to the Intent ye may 88 that is, have more 
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Faith, or have that Faith you have already en- 


creaſed and confirmed A plain Proof this, that 
all Jeſu's Delays to anſwer Prayer, are only to 
ſtrengthen our - Faith—Nevertheleſs, ſuys our 
Lord, let us go unto bim. — This was a ſufficient 
Hint, if they knew how to improve it, that he 
intended to do ſomething extraordinary, though 
he would not tell them directly what he intended. 
For the Lord Jeſus will keep thoſe whom he 
loves at his Foot, and dependent on him. Let 
us go unto him. He {till ſpeaks as tho' they were 
his Equals— Oh that Chriſtians in general, Oh 
that Miniſters. in particular, would learn of him 
their great Exemplar, to condeſcend to Men of 
low Degree! Well, the Secret is now out 
Jeſus has ſaid unto them plainly, Lazarus is 
dead And what Reception does this melanchol- 
Iy News meet with? With great Condolency, 


eſpecially from Thomas; for Verſe 16. Then ſaid 


Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his Fellow 
Diſciples, let us alſa go and die with him; i. e. 
according to ſome, with Lazarus, with whom 
it may be, Thomas had con4ratted an intimate 
Acquaintance—But granting it was ſo; ſhall I 
commend him for this paſſionate Expreflion ? I 
commend him not—Surely he ſpake unadviſedly 
with his Lips; Let us alſo, ſays he to his Fellow 
Diſciples, go and die with him—As tho' there 


was no Comfort henceforward to be expected in 


the World, now his Friend Lazarus was gone 
This was a great Fault, and yet a Fault that many 


of God's Children run into daily, by mourning 


over their deceaſed Relations over-much, like 
Perſons. that have no Hope—But this Infirmit 
ought not to be indulged---For if our Frien 
dear Relatives are dead, Jeſus, that a” 
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of Sinners, is not dead—He will be better to us 


than ſeven Sons, and will abundantly ſupply the 

Place of all Creature-Comforts. But'I am more 

inclined to think that the Word Him, refers to 
Jeſus his dear Maſter; and if ſo, he is fo far 

from being blamed, that he ſpake like a good 

Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt—Let us alſo go, that we 
may die with him If our dear Maſter will 
88 £0 into Judea, and hazard his precious Life, 
4 let us not any longer make ſuch frivolous Ex- 
„ cuſes, but let us manfully accompany him; 
and. if the Jes, ſhould not only be permitted 
„to Stone, but alſo to Kill him, let us alſo go 
$6 and die with him, we cannot die in a better 
% Cauſe.“ — This was a Speech worthy of a 
Chriſtian Hero, and Thomas herein hath ſet an 


Example, - that we ſhould follow his Steps, by 


exciting and provoking one another. cloſely to 
-adhere to the bleſſed Jeſus, eſpecially when his 
Cauſe and Intereſt is in any more immediate 
Danger---T his Exhortation it ſeems had a proper 
'Effect—They all went, and as far as we know, 
chearfully accompanied their glorious Maſter 
How their Thoughts were exerciſed on the Road, 
we are not told But J am apt to believe they 
were a little diſcouraged when they came to 
Bethany — For When Feſus came, (Verſe 17.) he 


- found that he had lien in the Grave. for four Days 


already. And what would it avail them, to 
come ſo many Miles only to ſee a dead Man's 
Tomb? But how wiſely were all Things or- 
dered by the bleſſed Jeſus, to manifeſt his 
Glory in the moſt extraordinary Manner, that 
not only his Diſciples might have their Faith 


confirmed, but many alſo of the 7:ws might be- 


2 7 99 Was 
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was nigh unto Feruſalem, about fifteen Furlongs off; 
i. e. about two Miles; and Martha and Mary, 
being what we may call People of Faſhion, and 
devout likewiſe, many of the devout, and we 
may ſuppoſe many of the wealthy Fews came 
from the Metropolis, as well as other adjacent 
Places, Verſe 19. ts Martha and Mary; not to 
pay an idle, trifling, buta ſerious, profitable Viſit, 
viz, to comfort them concerning their Brather.— 
This was kind and neighbourly—To weep with 
thoſe that weep, and to viſit the Afflicted in 
their Diſtreſſes, is one eſſential Branch of true 
and undefiled Religion —And Oh how ſweet is 
it when we viſit ſurviving Friends, that we have 
Reaſon to think that their departed Relations 
died in the Lord! And we can therefore give 
them Comfort concerning them: For bleed are 
the Dead, that die in the Lord, even ſo ſaith the 
Spirit, for they reſt from their Labours.— This 
and ſuch like Arguments, no doubt, theſe Viſitors 
made uſe of in order to comfort Martha and 
_Mary—And indeed they ſtood in much Need of 
Conſolation For we have Reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that from our Lord's Anſwer, viz. This Sickneſs 
is not unto Death, but the Glory of God ; they had 
entertained Thoughts of the Recovery of their 
Brother—But who can tell what theſe two holy 
Souls muſt feel? When they found their Brother 
not only not recovered, but dead, laid out, and 


no ſtinking in the filent Grave l. What hard 


Thoughts, without judging them, may we ſup- 
- poſe they entertained concerning Jeſus ! Think 

22 that they were ready to cry out in the 
Language of the Prophet? Thou haſt deceived us, 


and we are decerved—But Man's Extremity is 


Jeſu's Opportunity In the Multitude of the 
TRE 0 ' Sorrows 
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Sorrows that they had in their Hearts, the News 
of Chriſt's Coming refreſhes their Souls—Some 


Body or another, commendably officious, pri- 


vately informs Martha of it bo, Verſe 20. as 


ſeon as ſhe heard that Jeſus was come (without. 
making any Apology to the Company for her 


Rudeneſs) went and met him: But Mary ſat ſtill 

in the Houſe—But why ſo, Mary? I thought 
thou hadſt been moſt forward to attend on Jeſus, 
and thy Siſter Martha more prone to be cum- 
bered about the many Things of this Life 
Why ſitteſt thou ſtill? It may be the News 
was brought only privately to Martha (for it is 
plain from Verſe 31ſt, that the Jews who were 
in the Houſe knew not of it;) and Martha know- 
ing how our Lord had chid her once, was reſolv- 

ed he ſhould have no Reaſon on the ſame Ac- 
count to chide her any more ; therefore when the 
News were brought, ſhe would not ſo much as 
ſtay to inform her Siſter, but went out to ſee 
whether the News were true or not, and if ſo, 
as the eldeſt Siſter, ſhe would invite the bleſſed 
Jeſus in—How happy is it, when Chriſt's Re- 
proofs for paſt Neglects, excites our future Zeal 
to come out and meet him! Such Reproof are an 
Excellent Oil—Or, it may be, the News reach- 
ed Mary's Ears, as well as Martha's, but being 
overcome with overmuch Sorrow, ſhe thought 
it too good News to be true, and therefore ſat 
ſtill in the Houſe—Oh how careful ought Be- 
lievers to be, to keep up and maintain even in the 
midſt of Tribulation, a holy Confidence and 
Joy in God! For the Joy of the Lord is a Be- 

iever's Strength—W hereas giving Way to Me 

lancholy and Unbelief, raiſes Glooms and Va- 


| pours in the Mind, clouds the Underſtanding 
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clogs in the Way of Duty, and gives the Ene- 


my, who loves to fiſh in troubled Waters, a very 


great Advantage over us Mary, perhaps, thro? 
the Prevalence of this, and being alſo naturally 


of a ſedentary Diſpoſition, fat fill in the Houſe, 


while her Siſter Martha got the Start of her, 
and went out to meet the Holy Jeſus— And how 
does ſhe accoſt him? Why, in a Language be- 
ſpeaking the Diſtreſs of a burdened and diſor- 
dered Mind For ſhe ſaid unto Jeſus, Ver. 21. 
Lord, i thou hadft been here, my Brother had not 
died. Here is a Mixture of Faith and Unbelief--- 
Faith made her fay---Lord, if thou hadſt been here, 
my Brother had not died—But Unbelief made her 
confine Chriſt's Power to his bodily Preſence— 


Beſides, here was a tacit Accuſation of the bleſ- 
fed Jeſus of Unkindneſs, for not coming when 


they ſent unto him this Meſſage, Lord, he whom 
thou loveft is fick---Once ſhe charged Jeſus with 
Want of Care; Lord, - careft thou not, that my 
Sifter hath left me to ſerve alone? Now ſhe taxes 
him with Want of Kindneſs. thou had/t been 
here ; as much as to ſay, if thou hadſt been ſo 
kind as to have come when we ſent for thee, 
my Brother had not died; and by ſaying thus, ſhe 
does as it were lay her Brother's Death to Jeſus 


Chriſt---Oh how apt are even thoſe whom Jeſus 
loves in a very peculiar. Manner, to charge him 


fooliſhly! How often' does the Enmity of our 
deſperately wicked Hearts riſe againſt Chriſt, 
when we are under the afflicting Hand of his 
Providence! Are not the very beſt of us fre- 


within our ſelves at leaſt, Why does God thus 
cruelly deal with us? Why did not he keep off 
this Stroke, ſeeing it was in his Power to have 
W prevented 


— 
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prevented it? How ſhould we be aſhamed and 
confounded before him upon this Account? How. 
ſhould we pray and labour to be delivered from 
this remaining Enmity of the Heart, and long 
for that Time, when Mortality ſhall be ſwal- 
lowed up of Life, and we ſhall never feel one 
ſingle Riſing of Heart, againſt a good and gra- 
cious, and all-wiſe and glorious Redeemer, any 
more | However, to do Martha Juſtice, Verſe 
22. ſhe pretty well recovers herſelf---But I know, 
fays ſhe, that even naw, whatſoever thou wilt aſk 
of God, God will give it thee- Whether - theſe 

ords imply an actual Belief of our Lord's Di- 
To me they do. Be- 
cauſe we ſhall find by and by, that ſhe did be- 


lieve that our Lord was the Son of God, and 


that Mefliah which was come into the World 
Therefore when ſhe ſaid ſhe knew that whatſo- 
ever he aſked of God, God would give it to 


him, ſhe may be underſtood as referring to God 


the Father, under whom the Lord Jeſus ated 
as Mediator, tho” equal to him in reſpe& to his 
eternal Glory and Godhead---This Myftery we 
may well ſuppoſe her acquainted with, becauſe 
Jeſus had been frequently preaching at her Houſe, 
and conſequently, had no doubt opened that 
Myſtery unto her---O what a bleſſed I hing muſt 
it be to have ſuch a Mediator ! Such an High- 
Prieft, and Interceſſor at the Father's Right- 
hand, that whatever he aſks the Father in our 
Behalf, he will give us! Jeſus takes this kindly 
at Martha's Hand, and paſles over her Infirmity.. 
For if the Lord was exact to mark every Thing 
that we ſay or do amiſs, alas who could abide? 
He only calmly ſays unto her, Verſe 23. Thy 


| Brother ſhall * Tidings theſe of 


4 great | 
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great Joy. This ſhould comfort us concerning 
our deceaſed, pious Relations, viz. That e're 
long they ſhall riſe again, and Soul and Body 
de for ever wich the Lord——Howbeit Jeſus 
ſpake here of an immediate Reſurrection, tho? 
He did not ſpeak plainly. For Chriſt loves to 
exerciſe the Faith and Patience of his Diſciples, 
and frequently leaves them to find out his Mean- 
ing by Degrees---It is beſt for us in our preſent 
State, that it ſhould be ſo---In Heaven it will be 
otherwiſe---T hy Brother, ſays Chriſt to Martha, 
ſhall riſe again She might immediately have 
replied, When, Lord? But ſhe fetches a Cir- 
Cuit as it were, and labours to find out the Mind 
of Jeſus by Degrees---1 know, ſays ſhe (Verſe 24.) 
that he ſhall riſe again at the Reſurrettion of the 
laſt Day—— Theſe Words to me ſeemto imply, 
that ſhe had ſome diftant Thought of our Lord's 
Neſign to raiſe her Brother veto, and that ſhe 
ſpoke thus only to draw our Saviour to ſpeak, 
and tell her plainly whether he meant to do ſo 
or not. For thoſe who are acquainted with 
Fefus, are taught a holy Art by the bleſſed Spirit, 
in dealing with their bleſſed Maſter ——7 #tnow, 
ſays ſhe, he ſhall riſe again at the Reſurrection of 
the laft Day (a notable Proof of this, by the 
Way, that the pious Jews believed the Reſurrec- 
tion of the Body) It is juſt the ſame as tho' ſhe. 
had ſaid, Lord, doſt thou mean that my Brother 
ſhall riſe again before that Time? Our Saviour 
wiſely keeps off from giving her a direct Anſwer, - 
but chuſes rather to preach to her Heart--- 
Fefus ſaid unto ber Verſe 25.) J am the Reſur- 
reftion and the Life: He that believeth in me, 
tho he were dead, yet ſhall be live. On this 
Martha's Faith, if in Exerciſe, might take * A 


i 
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Oh glorious Words! How encouraging to you 


poor Sinners lying in your Blood! Tho' you 


are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, and might juſtly 
be condemned to die the ſecond Death, yet if 
you believe on the Lord Jeſus you ſhall live. — 
And whoſoever (Verſe 26.) believeth in me ſhall 
never die; i. e. Never die as to their Souls, 
never die eternally, and conſequently, never fi- 
nally fall away from God—T his is an encourag- 
ing Soul-comforting Declaration for you, 


| Believers, who are thus kept, as it were, in a 


Garriſon, by the mighty Power of God, thro? 
Faith, unto Salvation! Believe/t thou this? ſays. 


Chriſt to Martha, Verſe 26—PFor what avail all 


the. many great and precious Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, unleſs they are applied and brought home 
in particular to each of our Souls? The Word 
does not profit-unleſs it is mixed with Faith— 
We wou'd therefore do well, when we are read- 
ing Chriſt's Words, to put this Queſtion to our-- 


| ſelves; O my Soul, believe/t thou this? And 


well wou'd it be for us, if. upon putting this 
Queſtion to ourſelves, we could with the ſame 
holy Confidence, and in the ſame delightful Frame, 
ſay with Martha, Verſe 27. Yea, Lord : I be- 


| lieve that thou art the Chrift, the Son of God, 


which ſhould come into the World. This I think 
is a direct Confeſſion of our Lord's Divinity 
How full was her Heart when ſhe ſpoke theſe 
Words! I am perſuaded it burnt within her 
What a divine Warmth had ſhe contracted by 
talking with Jeſus! How does ſhe long that 
her Siſter might ſhare in her holy Joy ! For when 
ſhe had ſo ſaid, Verſe 28. She went away; full of 
Love, no doubt, and called Mary her Siſter, as 


265 have 
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have felt the Lord Jeſus to be the Reſurrection 
and the Life themſelves - But Martha took 

Care in the midſt of her Zeal (as we ſhould 

always do) to behave with Prudence; and there- 
fore ſhe called her Siſter E RETL v, ſaying, The 
Mafter is tome, and calleth for thee.— The Maſ-- 
ter is come—She need fay no more; Mary 
- Enew very well whom ſhe meant—For' holy 
. Souls eaſily underſtand one another when talking 

of their Mafter Jeſus—The divine Herbert uſed 
to delight (when ſpeaking of Jeſus) to ſay, ** My 

«© Magrtr,” Perhaps he learned it of Martha, 
who ſaid here, The Maſter is come, and calleth 
for ther But what is this thou ſayeſt, Martha? 

The Maſter is come, and calleth for thee ? Surely 
a Woman of thy exalted Piety will not tell a de- 
liberate Lie, and in order to induce thy Sifter 
to come to Jeſus, acquaint her that Jeſus called 
her, when indeed he did not Thou needeſt 
not put thyſelf to ſuch an Expence, or do ſo much 
| Evil, that Good may come of it. Only men- 

tion Jeſus to Mary, and let her know for a 
Certainty that the Mafter is indeed come, and 
I am perſuaded ſhe will fit no longer Martha 
no doubt knew this, and therefore I cannot 
judge her as ſome do, as tho' in her Haſte ſhe 
ſaid what was not true---For Jeſus might bid her 
call her Siſter, tho' it be not UireAly mentioned 
uin this Chapter---And it is very probable, that 

our Lord did enquire after Mary, becauſe ſhe 
uſed to take ſuch great Delight in fitting at his 

Feet, and hearing the gracious Words that pro- 

ceeded out of his Mouth---The Maſter is ceme, 
faith Martha to her Siſter, and calleth for thee, 

And fo fay I to all poor Sinners—Jeſus, your 
Lord and Maſter, your Prince and Saviour, is 

* 1 5 come, 
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eome, come unto this lower World, and is come 
this Day in his Word, and by me, who am 
leſs than the leaſt of all his Servants, and cal- 
leth for you. Oh that he may alſo come in the 
-Demonſtration of the Spirit, and by his mighty 
Power, bow your ſtubborn Hearts and Wills to 
obey the Call, as Holy Mary did I- For we 
are told, Verſe 29. When ſhe heard that, fhe 
roſe quickly, and came to Feſus—— Sinners, when 
will you do ſo? Or why do you not do ſo? How 
know you whether Jeſus will call for you any 
more, before he calls you by Death to Judgment?” 
Linger, Oh longer no longer---Fly, fly for your 
. Lives---Ariſe quickly, and with Mary, come: 
to Jeſus—She obeyed the Call fo very ſpeedily,, 
that her Haſte was taken notice of by her Vi- 
fitors. The Fews then, Verſe 31. which were 
with her in the Houſe, and comforted.her (that is 
taken particular Notice of) when they faw Mary 
that ſhe roſe' up haſtily (without any Ceremony 
at all) and went out, followed her, ſaying, ſhe 
_ goeth to the Grave, to weep there, How wiſely: 
does our Lord permit and order all this, to bring 
the Jews out to. behold the wonderful Miracle: 
that he was abeut to perform ! Little did Mary 
and the Fews think for what End they were- 
thus providentially led out — But when Jeſus 
hath Work to be done, he will bring Souls to the 
Place where he intends to call them, in ſpite' of 


Men or Devils---But how does Mary behave 


* = =, -Y hue. no. Dax - 3. he he Se en 


by 


when ſne comes to Jeſus? We may be aſſured 
not without great Humility---No wonder then 
we are told, Verſe 32. that When ſhe ſaw'him,, 
He immediately: fell down at his Feet: (a Place 

Mary had: beers uſed to) and in an Agony of 
_ Grief, ſays, as her Siſter had done before her, Lord, 
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if thou hadſt been here, my Brother had not died 

oor Mary ! Her Concern was great indeed---- 
Tho' ſhe was a holy Woman, ſhe could not 
well bear the Loſs of her Brother---She knew 
very well that the World would miſs him, 
and no doubt he had been a kind and tender 
Brother to her---But I am afraid ſhe was. fin- 
fully overcome with overmuch Sorrow---How- 
ever, had we been there, the Sight muſt have 
affected us---It ſeems to have affected the Vi- 
fitors, eſpecially the bleſſed Jeſus- He, inſtead 
of blaming her for her tacitly accuſing him of 
Unkindneſs, for not coming to her Brother's 
Relief, pities and ſympathizes both with Mary 
and her weeping Friends! Fhen Feſus, Verſe 
33. ſaw her weep, and the Fews alſo weeping, he 
groaned in his Spirit, and was troubled, Trou- 
bled : Not with any ſinſul Perturbation we may 
be aſſured---Nothing of that Nature could poſ- 
ſibly be in his ſinleſs Soul---And therefore ſome 
have judiciouſly enough compared the Trouble 
our Lord now felt, to ſome Chryſtal Water 
ſhaken in a Glaſs or Bottle---You may ſhake it, 
but there will be no Sediment---It will be Chry- 
ſtal Water ftill---He groaned in bis Spirit do 
not ſee why this may not be underſtood of his 
Praying in the Spirit, which maketh Interceſſion 
| for. the Saints, with aneAmey G wo, Groane 
ings that cannot be uttered. — Methinks I ſee 
the Immaculate Lamb of God, ſecretly, but 
powerfully Agonizing with his Father----His 
Heart is big with Sympathy! At length out of 
the Fulneſs of it, he ſaid, Verſe 34. Mbere have 
ye laid him? They, I ſuppoſe Mary and Martha, 
| fay unto him, Lord, come and ſee---He came, he 
faw, He wept,” Verſe 35---It is put - » 
- | erſe 
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Verſe by itſelf, that we might pauſe a while, 
and aſk why Jeſus wept ? He wept to ſhew us 
p that it was no Sin to ſhed a Tear of Love and 
„ Reſignation, at the Grave of a deceaſed Friend. 
He wept, to ſee what Havock Sin bad made in 
the World, and how it reduced Man, who Was 
. originally little lower than the Agels (by mak- 
* ing him ſubject to Death) to a Level with the 
| Beaſts that periſh---But above all he wept at the 

Foreſight of the People's Unbelief---He wept to 
think = many then preſent would not only 
not believe on, but would be hardened, and. 
have their Prejudices encreaſed more and more 
againſt him, tho* he ſhould raiſe Lazarus from 
tze Dead before their Eyes. Well then may 
Miniſters be excuſed, who, whilſt they are Preach- 
ing, now and then drop a few Tears, at the 
Conſideration of their Sermons being, thro? the 
Perverſeneſs and Unbelief of many of their Au- 
dience, a Savour of Death unto Death, inſtead 
of a Savour of Life unto Life Upon a like Oc- 
caſion Jeſus wept What an affecting Sight was 
here | Let us for a while ſuppoſe our ſelves placed 
amidſt theſe holy Mourners—Let us imagine that 
we ſaw the Sepulchre juſt here before us, and the 
Jus, and Mary, and the bleſſed Jeſus weepin 
round it |—Surely the moſt obdurate of us al} 
muſt drop a Tear, at leaſt be affected with the 
Sight—We find it affected thoſe that were really 
By-ftanders—For, then ſaid the Zews, Verſe => 
| Behald, how he loved him. And did they ſay, 
Behold, how he loved him, when Jeſus only 
ſhed a few Tears over the Grave of his departed 
Lazarus? Come then, O Sinners, and view 
him dying, and pouring out his precious Heart's 
Blood for you upon an accurſed Tree, and how 
| ely 


ſurely you muſt needs cry out, Behold how he 


loved us! But alas, tho' all were affected, yet 


it ſeems, all were not well affected at ſeeing 
Jeſus weep !——For we are told, Verſe 37. 
that ſome of them ſaid, Could not this Man tobich 
opened the Eyes of the Blind, have tauſed that 


even this Man ſhould not have died? One'wou'd 


imagine that Satan himſelf could ſcarce have ut- 


ter d a 'mote perverſe Speech. Every Word is 
full of Spite and Rancour—Could not this Man, 
this Fellow, this Deceiver, who pretends to'fay, 
that he opened the Eyes of the Blind, have 
cauſed that this Man, that he ſeems to love ſo, 
ſhould not have died? Is not this a ſufficient 
Proof that he is a Cheat ? Have we catched him 
at laſt ? Is it likely that he really helped others, 
when he could not help his own Friend? Oh 
how patient ought the Servants of our Lord to 
be! And how may they expect to be cenſured, 
and have their good Deeds queſtioned, and leſ- 
| ſened, when their bleſſed Maſter has been thus 
treated before them? However Jeſus will do 
Good, notwithſtanding all theſe Slights put 
upon him; and therefore again greaning in him- 
ſelß, Verſe 38. he cometh to the Grave---It was 
a- Cave, or Vault (as is cuſtomary in great Fa- 
milies) and A Stone lay upon it—TJeſus ſaid, Ver. 
39. Take ye away the Stone How gradually does 
our Lord proceed, in order to engage the Peo- 
ples Attention the more — Methinks I ſee them. 
all Eye, all Ear, and eagerly waiting to ſee the 
Iſſue of this Affair But Martha now returning 
with the reſt of the Company, ſeems to have 
boſt that good Frame which ſhe was in when 
he went to call her Siſter—She” ſaith unto him, 

Verſe 39. Lord, by this Time he flinketh : * ” 
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hath been either dead or buried four Days— Oh 
the diſmal Effects of carnal Reaſoning! How 
naturally do we fall into Doubts and Fears, when 
we have not our Eye fincerely directed to the 
bleſſed Jeſus! Martha, inſtead of looking up to 
him, looks down into the Grave, and 'poring 
upon her Brother's ſtinking Corpſe, falls into a 
Fit of Unbelief—By this Time he /finteth, and 
therefore a Sight of him will only be offenſive 


For, perhaps, ſhe might think our Lord only 


wanted juſt to take a View of her Brother La- 
zZarus— Jeſus therefore, to give her yet a further 
Hint, that he intended to do ſomething extra- 
ordinary, faith unto her, Verſe 40. Said I not 
unto thee, that if thou ſpouliſt believe, thou ſhouldſ# 
fee the Glory of God ? Our Lord ſpeaks here with 
ſome Degree of Warmth—For nothing diſplea- 
ſes him more than the Unbelief of his own Diſ- 
ciples—Said I not unto thee, if thou would/? be- 
lieve, thou ſhouldſt * the Glory of God? When 
Chriſt ſpoke theſe Words unto her, we are not 
told—lIt might be, this was Part of their Con- 
verſation upon ſome other Occaſion fome Time 


 before—However he checks her openly-for-her 


Unbelief now—For thoſe whom Jeſus loves 
muſt expect to be rebuked ſharply by him, 


whenever they diſhonour him by Unbelief— 


The Reproof is taken Without making any 
more Objections, They, Verſe 41. took away the 
Stone from the Place where the dead was laid 8 
And: now behold with what Solemnity the holy 
Jeſus prepares himſelf to execute his gracious. 


Deſign? And Jeſus, Verſe 41. lit up his Eyes, 
and ſaid, Father I thank thee that: thou 'haſt 
Heard me- And I knew, Verſe 42. that thou 

 heareſt me always; But becauſe of the People 


which 
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which ſtand by, 1 ſaid it, that they may believe that 
thou haſt ſent me. Who can expreſs with what 


Fervour and Intenſeneſs of Spirit, our glorious 
High-Prieſt uttered theſe Words! They are a 


=, Thankſgiving ariſing from an Aſſurance that his 


Father had heard him For Chriſt as Mediator 
was inferior to the Father---/ knew that thou 
wy me always (and ſo may every Believer in 
his Degree ſay too) But becauſe of the People 
which ſtand by I ſaid it---Said what? We do 
not hear that. Jeſus ſaid any Thing by Way of 
Prayer before——And that is true, if we mean 
vocally, but mentally he did ſay ſomething, even 
when he groaned in the Spirit once and again, 
and was troubled---For there is a Way of pray- 
ing even when we do not, and cannot ſpeax - 

hy cryeſt thou, faith God to Moſes, tho' we do 
not hear that he ſpoke one ſingle Word—But 
he cried in his Heart; and I obſerve this for the 
Comfort of ſome weak, but real Chriſtians, who 
think they never pray, unleſs they can have a 
great Flow of Words—But this is a Miſtake— 
For we oſten pray beſt, when we can ſpeak leaſt. 
'Ther= are Times when the Heart is too big to 
ſpeak, and the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion 
tor: the Saints, and that too according to the 
Will of God, with Groanings that cannot be 
-uttered—Such was Hannah's Prayer for a Son, 
ſhe ſpake not, only her Lips moved ; and ſuch was 
our Lord's Way of praying at this Time 
And perhaps the Soul is never in a better Frame, 

than when in a holy Stillneſs, and unſpeakable 
- Serenity, it can put itſelf as a Blank in Jeſu's 
Hand, for him to ſtamp on it, juſt what he plea - 
ſes—And now the Hour of our Saviour's per- 
forming this long expected Miracle, is come 


- 
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When he thus had ſpoken, Verſe 43 He, cried 


with a loud Voice, Lazarus come forth—With 


the Word there went an irreſiſtible Power — He 
ſpake, and it was done —He cried and behold, 


He that was dead, Verſe 44. came forth, bound + 


Hand and Fort with Grave cloaths; and his Face 
tas bound about with a Napkin. What a Sight 
was here ! Methinks I ſee Surprize fit upon'each 
Spectator's Face—As the Body riſes, their Won= 
der riſes too—See how they gaze ! Sec how their 
Looks beſpeak the Language of aſtoniſhed Hearts; 
and all with a Kind of filent, but exprefliy-Dra- 
tory, ready to ſay, What Manner of K. An is 
this? Surely this is the Mefliah that was to come 


into the World. How did the Hearts of Martha 


and Mary, as we may very well ſuppoſe, leap 


for Joy | How were they now aſhamed of them- 


ſelves, for charging Jeſus fooliſhly, and taxing 


him with Unkindneſs, for not coming to prevent 
their Brother's dying! It is true Chriſt ſuffered ' 


him to die, but behold he is now alive again! 
For Jeſus never denies 'us one Thing, but he 


intends to give us ſomething better in the Stead 


of it. Think you not that Martha and Mary 
were now the moſt officious to obey our bleſſed: 
Lord's Command, -viz. Looſe him and let him go? 


That ſame Power that raiſed Lazarus from the | 


Dead, might have alſo taken off the Grave- 
cloaths from him But Jeſus Chriſt never did, 


and never will work a needleſs Miracle: Others 


cou'd unlooſe his Grave- cloaths, but Jeſus alone 
cou'd unlooſe the Bands of Death. — And now 
perhaps ſome may be ready to aſk, what News 


hath Lazarus brought from the other World! 


But ſtop, O Man, thy vain Curioſity ! It is 
forbidden, and therefore uſeleſs Knowledge 
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The Scriptures are ſilent concerning it—Why 
ſhou'd we deſire. to be wife above what is writ- 


ten?. It becomes us rather to be wholly em- 


ployed in adoring the gracious Hand of that 


gracious Redeemer who raiſed him from the 


Dead, and to ſee (now we have heard the Hif- 
tory) what Improvement we can make of ſuch 
a remarkable and inſtructive Tranſaction 
Would to God, that my preaching upon this Re- 
ſurrection of Lazarus Lo- day, may have the 
ſame bleſſed Effects upon you, as the Sight of 
it ha? upon ſome of the Standers-by—For we 
are .d, Verſe 45. Then many of the Fews which 
came to Mary, and had ſeen the Things which 
Jeſus did, believed on bim A profitable Viſit 
this! The Beſt, no doubt, that they eyer paid in 
their Lives—And this was in Anſwer, to our Sa- 
viour's Prayer, but becauſe of the People that 


Rland by, I ſaid it, that they may believe that 


thou haſt ſent me. And one wou'd imagine, 


that all who ſaw this Miracle, were induced, 


thereby, really to believe on him— But alas! 
J could almoſt ſay, that I could tell you of a 
greater Miracle, than raiſing Lazarus from the 

l. And what is that? Why, that ſome of 
theſe very Perſons who were on the Spot, in- 
ſtead of believing on him, went their Way, 


| Verſe 46. 10 the Phariſees; and told them what 


Jeſus had dine. And this was ſo far from con- 
vincing them, that it only excited their Envy, 


ſtirred up the whole Hell of their Self- righteous 


Hearts, and made them, from that Day for- 
ward, Verſe 53. tale Caunſel together, to exe- 
cute what they had long before deſigned, I mean, 
put the innocent Jeſus to death. See how buſy 


they are, Verſe 47. Then gathered the Chie 


4 Prieſts 
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Prigſts andthe Phariſees a Council, and ſaid, What 
do we ? For this Man doeth many Miracles Envy 
itſelf, it ſeems, could not deny that—And need 


| oy ſay then, hat da we, or what ſhou'd we 
do 


o? Believe on to be ſure, and ſubmit to him; 
take up the Croſs, and follow him. No, on the 
contrary, ſay they, Verſe 48. 1f we let him thus 
alone (which they would not have done ſo long, 


had not God put a Hook in the Leviathan's Jaws) 


all Men will believe on him And ſuppoſe they 
did? Then all Men would be bleſſed indeed, 


and have a Title to true Happineſs No, ſay 
2 then the Romans ſhall come and take away 
bot 


our Place and Nation—But were not the 
Romans come already? Were they not at this 
Time Tributaries to Ceſar * But they were 
afraid of the Church as well as the State — They 
will come and take away our Place, i. e. our Place 
of Worſhip, and conſequently they look upon 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Proceedings, and Adherents, 
as. dangerous both to Church and State—This 
hath been always the Method of Phariſees and 
High-Prieſts, when they have been taking Coun- 
ſel againſt the Lord Jeſus, and his dear anointed 
Ones But they need not have been afraid on 
this Account ·L For our Saviour's Kingdom nei- 
ther was, nor is of this World; and the only 


Way to have preſerved their Place and Nation, 
was to countenance, and as much as in them 


lay, to have cauſed all to believe on Jeſus 


How miſerably were they out in their Politicks ! 
The Death of Jeſus, which they thought would 


ſave, was the grand Cauſe of the utter Deſtruc- 
tion both of their Place and Nation And ſo 
will all Politicks formed againſt Chriſt and his 


Goſpel end at laſt in the Deſtruction of thoſe that 


contrived 
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contrived them But Oh the deſperate Wick- 
edneſs and Treachery of Man's deceitful Heart! 
Where are the Scribes, where are the Infidels, 
where are the Letter-learned Diſputers of this 
World, who. are daily calling for a Repetition 
of Miracles, in order to confirm an evidence 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion ? Surely 
if they believe not Moſes and the Prophets, 
neither would they believe, though - one roſe 
from the Dead Here was one raiſed ftom the 
Dead before many Witneſſes, and yet all thoſe 
Witneſſes did by no Means believe on Jeſus.--- 
For divine Faith is not wrought in the Heart by 
moral Perſuaſion (tho* moral Perſuaſion is very 
often made uſe of as a Means to convey it---) 
Faith is the peculiar Gift of God---No one can 
come to Jeſus unleſs the Father draw him 
And therefore, that I may draw near the Cloſe 
of this Diſcourſe, let me ſhut up all with a 
Word of Exhortation: Come then, ye dead, 
Chriftleſs, unconverted Sinners, come and ſee 
the Place where they laid the Body of the de- 
ceaſed Lazarus---Behold him dead and laid out, 
bound Hand and Foot with Grave-cloaths, 
lock'd up and ſtinking in a dark Cave, with a 
great Stone placed on the Top of it! View him 
ain and again--Go nearer to him---Be not 
id---Smell him, and ſee how he ftinketh--- - . 

Stop there now, and pauſe a while; and whilſt 
thou art gazing, O Man, upon the Corpſe of 
Lazarus, give me leave to tell thee with grove 
Plainneſs, but greater Love, that this > 
bound, entombed, ſtinking Carcaſe, is but a 
faint Repreſentation of thy poor Soul in its na- 
tural State---For whether thou believeſt it or 
not, thy Spirit which thou beareſt about with thee, 
6 ſepulchred 
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into new Life! And if the Lord ſhould vouch- 
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ſepulchred in Fleſh and Blood, is as literally dead 
to God, and as truly dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
as the Body of Lazarus was in the Cave 
Was he bound Hand and:Foot with Grave- 
cloaths ? So art thou bound Hand and Foot with 
thy Corruptions---And as a Stone was laid on the 
Sepulchre, ſo is there a .Stone of Unbelief laid 
upon thy ſtupid Heart Perhaps thou haſt 
lain in this State, not only four Days, but many 
Years, ſtinking in God's Noſtrils !--- And what 
is ſtill more affecting, thou art juſt as unable to 
raiſe thyſelf out of this loathſome, dead State, 
to a Life of Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, as 
ever Lazarus was to raiſe himſelf from the Cave 


in which he lay ſo long Thou mayeſt try the 


Power of thy own boaſted Free-Will, and the 
Force and Energy of moral Perſuaſion and ra- 
tional Arguments (which, without all Doubt, 
have their proper Place in Religion) but all thy 
Efforts, exerted with never ſo much Vigour, 
will prove quite fruitleſs and abortive, till that 


ſame Jeſus who ſaid, Take away the Stone, and 


cried Lazarus come forth, comes by his mighty 
Power, removes the Stone of Unbelief, ſpeaks 
Life into thy dead Soul, looſes thee from the 
Fetters of thy Sins and Corruptions, and by the 
Influences of his bleſſed Spirit, enables thee to go 
and walk in the Way of his holy Command- 
ments—And Oh that he would now rend the 
Heavens, and come down amongſt you! Oh that 


there may be a Stirring among the dry Bones 


this Day! Oh that whilſt I am ſpeaking and 
ſaying, Dead Sinners come forth, a Power, even 
an Almighty Power, might accompany the 
Word, and cauſe you to emerge and awaken 


ſafe 
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ſafe me ſuch a Mercy, and but one ſingle Soul 
in; this great Congregation, ſhould ariſe and 
ſhake himſelf from the Duſt, of his natural 
State, I think, according to the preſent Frame 
of my Heart, I ſhould not care if preaching 
this Sermon here in the Fields, was an Occa- 
ſion of haſtening my Death, as raiſing Lazarus, 
haſtened the Death of my bleſſed Maſter. For, 
methinks Death, in ſome Reſpects, is more to- 
lerable, than to ſee poor Sinners Day by Da: 
Aying ſepulchred, dead and ſtinking in Sin! Oh 
that you ſaw-how loathſome you are in the Sight 
of God, whilſt you continue in your natural 
State! I believe you would not ſo contentedly 
bug your Chains, and refuſe! to be ſet at Li- 
berty Methinks I ſee ſome of you affected 
at this Part of my Diſcourſe What ſay you ? 
Are there not ſome here ready to complain, 
alas, we have 0 Relations preſent, who are 
Jo notoriouſly wicked, that they not 

their Chains, but make a Mock of a — 
ſtink not only in the Sight of God, but Man 
Dear Heatts! yon are ready to urge this, as a 
Reaſon why Jeſus will not raiſe them, and think 
it hard, perhaps, that Jeſus does not come, in 
Anſwer to your repeated Groans and Prayers, to 
convert and ſave them · But what Jeſus ſaid unto 
Martha, I ſay unto you Believe, and you ſhall fee 
the Glory f G- Lock not down ſo much, nor 
think it a Thing ineredible, that God ſhould raiſe 
their dead Souls--Oh think not hard of Jeſus for 
delaying an Anſwer to your Prayers - Aſſute your- 
ſelves he heareth ,yau always---And cho knows 
but this Day Jeſus may viſit fome of your dear 
Relations Hearts, upon whoſe Account you have 
travelled in Birth till Chriſt be formed W ? 
225 | ou 
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You have already ſympathized with Martha and 
Mary, in their Doubts and Fears: Who knows 
but you may alſo be Partakers of that Joy 
which their dear Souls experienced, when they 
received their riſen Brother into their longing 
Arms — Oh Chriftleſs Souls, you do not know 
what Grief your Continuance in Sin occaſions 
your godly Relations]! 'You do not know how 


you grieve the Heart of Jeſus I beſeech you 


give him no freſh Cauſe to weep over you upon 
Account of your Unbelief Let him not again 
groan in his Spirit, and be troubled - Behold 
how he has loved you, even ſo as to lay down 
his Life for you---What could he do more? I 
pray you therefore, dead Sinners, come forth--- 
Ariſe, and ſup with Jeſus---This was an Honour 
conferred on Lazarus, and the ſame Honour 
awaits you---Not that you ſhall fit down with 
him perſonally in this Life, as Lazarus did, but 
you ſhall ſit down with him at the Table of 
his Ordinances, eſpecially at the Table of the 
Lord's Supper, and ere long fit down with him 
in the Kingdom of Heaven---Happy, thrice 
happy ye, who are already raiſed from ſpiritual | 
Death, and have an Earneſt of an infinitely bet- 
ter and more glorious Reſurrection already in 
your Hearts--- You know a little how delightful it 
muſt have been to Martha and Mary, and Laza- 
rus, to fit down with the bleſſed Jeſus here below. 
But how infinitely more delightful will it be, to 
ſit down, not only with Mary and Martha, but 
with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and all your other 
dear Brethren and Siſters, in the Kingdom of 


Heaven - Do you not long for that Time, when 
"Jeſus ſhall ſay unto you, Come up hither ? Well, 


bleſſed be God, yet a little while, and that ſame 
v9; | Jeſus, 


\ 
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Jeſus, who cried with a loud Voice, Lazarus come 
Forth, ſhall with the ſame Voice, and with the 
ſame Power, ſpeak unto all that are in their 
Graves, and they ſhall come forth--- That all 
who hear me this Day may be then enabled to 
lift up their Heads and rejoice, that the Day of 
their compleat Redemption. is indeed fully come, 
may Jeſus Chriſt grant for his infinite Mercy's 
Sake, Amen, and Amen. | 
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SERMON VI. 


BriTAin's Mercies, and Br1TAiN's 
Duty. 


PSALM Cv. 45. 


That they might obſerve His Statutes and 
. keep his Laws. 


M: N, Brethren, and Fathers, and all ye 
4 to whom I am about to preach the 
Kingdom of GOD,——I ſuppoſe you need not 
be informed, that being indiſpenſibly obliged 
to be abſent on your late T Ha nx$sG1vinc-Day, 
I could not ſhew my Obedience to the Gover- 
nor's Proclamation, as my own Inclination led 
me, or as might juſtly be expected from, and 
demanded of me---But as the Occaſion of that 
Day's Thanksgiving is yet, and I truſt ever will 
be, freſh in our Memory, I cannot think that a 
Diſcourſe on that Subject can even now be al- 
together unſeaſonable.---I take it for granted 
further, that you need not be informed, that 
among the various Motives which are general- 
ly urged to enforce Obedience to the divine 
Commands, that of Love is the moſt powerful 
and cogent.- -The Terrors of the Law may af- 

3 fright 
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fright and awe, but Love diſſolves. and melts the 
Heart. The Love of CHRIST, ſays the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, conflraineth us. 
Nay, Love is ſo abſolutely neceſſary for thoſe 
that name the Name of CarisT, that with- 
out it, their Obedience cannot truly be filed | 
Evangelical, or be acceptable in the Sight of 
God. Although, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, 7-be/low 
all my Goods to feed the Poor, and though I give 
my Body to be burnt, and have not Charity, (i. e. 
_valeſs unfeigned Love to God, and to Mankind 
for His great Name's ſake, be the Principle of 
ſuch Actions). howſoever it may benefit others, 
it profiteth me nothing. This is the conſtant 
Language of the lively Oracles of God---And, 
from them it is equally plain, that nothing bas 
a greater Tendency to beget and excite ſuch an 
obedliential Love in us, than a ſerious and frequent 
Conſideration of the manifold Mercies we re- 
ceive Time after Time from the Hands of our 
Heavenly Father---The Royal P/almi/?, who 
had the Honour of being ftiled, the, Man' after 
God's own Heart, had an abundant Experience 
of this,--- Hence it is, that whilſt he is muſing 
on the divine Goodneſs, the Fire of divine 
Love kindles in his Soul; and, out of the A.- 
bundante of his Heart, his Mouth ſpeabeth ſuch 
grateful and extatick Language as this—=** Nhat 

«© all I render unto the Lord for all his Mercies ? 
*© Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is with- 
OOTY me, bleſs Bit 2 Name. — And why? 
«Js forgiveth all thine Iniguities, who healeth 
« ll t y Diſeaſes, who De we. thy Life 77 From 
60 Deſtrutim, who crowneth thee with loving 


70 5 and tender Mercies,” And when the 
3 ſame 
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fame Holy Man of God had a Mind to tir up the 


People of the Fews to ſet about a national Refor- 


mation, as the moſt weighty and prevailing Argu- 
ment he could make uſe of for that Purpoſe, 
he lays before them, as it were, in a Draught, 
many national Mercies, and diſtinguiſhing De- 
liverances, which have been conferred upon, and 
wrought'out for them, by the moſt high God. — 
The P/alm to which the Words of our Text be- 
long, is a pregnant Proof of this; it being a 
kind of Epitome or Compendium of the whole 
Jewiſh Hiſtory : At leaſt it contains an Enume- 
ration of many ſignal and extraordinary Bleſſings 
the Iſraelites had received from God, and allo 
the Improvement they were in Duty bound to 
make of them, viz, Obſerve his Statutes and keep 
his Laws. 8 N . 

To. run through all the Particulars: of the 
Pſalm, or draw a Parallel (which might with 
3 and Juſtice be done) between God's 

ealings with us and the //raelites of old -To 


enumerate all the national Mercies beſtowed up- 


on, and remarkable Deliverances wrought out 
for the Kingdoms of Great- Britain and Ireland, 
from the Infant State of William the Conque- 
ror to their preſent Manhood, and more than 
Auguſtan Maturity, under the auſpicious Reign 
of our-dread and rightful Sovereign King George 
the Second; howſoever pleaſing and profitable 
it might be at any other time, would, at this 
Juncture, prove, if not an irkſome, yet an 
unreaſonable Undertaking. 1 
The Occaſion of the late Solemnity, I mean 


the Suppreſſion of a moſt horrid and unnatural 


Rebellion, will afford more than ſufficient Mat- 
2 8 tet 


142 Britain's Mercies, Ser. VI. 
ter for a Diſcourſe of this Nature, and furniſh us 
with abundant Motives to love and obey that 
glorious Jehevab, who giveth Salvation unto 
Kings, and delivers his People from the hurt- 
ful Sword. 

Need I make an Apology, before this Audi- 
tory, if, in order to fee the Greatneſs of our 
late Deliverance, I ſhould remind you of the 
many unſpeakable Bleſſings which we have for a 
Courſe of Years enjoyed, during the Reign of 
His preſent Majeſty, and the gentle, mild Ad- 
miniſtration under which 'we live ? Without 
juſtly incurring the Cenſure of giving flattering 
Titks, I believe all who have Eyes to ſee, and 
Ears to hear, and are but a little acquainted with 
our publick Affairs, muſt acknowledge, that we 
have one of the beſt of Kings. —lIt is now above 
Nineteen Years ſince he began to reign over us— 
And, yet was he to be ſeated on a Royal Throne, 
and were all his Subjects placed before him, was 
he to addreſs them as Samuel once addreſſed the 
Iſraelites, « Behold here I am, Old and Grey- 
& headed, witneſs againſt me before the Lord, 
ce Thoſe Ox have 1 taken? Or whoſe Aſs have J 
& taken? Or whom have 1 defrauded? Whom 
« have + oppreſſed ?” They muſt, if they would 
do him Juſtice, make the fame Anſwer as was 
given to Samuel, Thou haſt not defrauded us, 
nor oppreſſed us.” What Tertullus, by way of 
Flattery, ſaid to Felix, may with the ſtricteſt 
Juſtice be applied to our 1 Hy thee 
« we enjoy great Quietueſt, and very wort hy 


& Deeds have been done. unto our Nation by thy 
% Providence.” He has been indeed Pater Pa- 
triæ, a Father to our Country, and though o 
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and grey- headed, has jeoparded his precious 
Life for us in the high Places of the Field. Nor 
has he leſs deſerved that great and glorious 
Title which the Lord promiſes Kings ſhould 
ſuſtain in the latter Days, I mean, 4 nurſing 
Father of the Church. For not only the Church 
of England, as by Law eftabliſhed, but all De- 
nominations of Chriftians whatſoever have en- 
joyed their Religious as well as vil 0 
As there has been no authorized Oppreſſion in 
the State, ſo there has been no publickly all wed 
Perſecution in the Church. We breathe in- 
dee in free Air? as free (if not freer) both as 
to Temporals and Spirituals, as any Nation under 
Heaven. Nor is the Proſpect likely to termi- 
nate in his Majeſty's Death, which I pray God 
to defer. Our Princeſſes are diſpoſed of to Pro- 
teſtant Powers. And we have great Reaſon to 
be aſſured, that the preſent Heir Apparent, and 
His Conſort, are like minded with their Royal 
Father,—And I cannot help thinking that it is 
a peculiar Bleſſing vouchſaſed us by the King of 
Kings, that his preſent Majeſty has been con- 
tinued ſo long among us. —For now His imme- 
diate Succeſſor (though his prefer t Situation ob- 
liges him, as it were, to lie d5rmant) has great 
and' glorious Opportunities, which we have 
Reaſon to think he daily improves, of obſerv- 
ing and weighing the national Affairs, conſider- 
ing the various Steps and Turns of Government, 
and conſequently of laying in a large Fund of 
Experience, to make him a wiſe and great 
Prince, if ever God ſhould call him- to ſway 
the Brit Sceptre.—Happy art thou, O Eng- 
land ! Happy art thouz O America, who on 
every Side art thus bighly favoured | 
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But, alas! how ſoon would this happy Scene 
Taye ſhifted, and a melancholy gloomy Proſpect 
have ſucceeded in its Room, had the Rebels 
gained their Point, and a Popiſh abjured Pre- 
ender been forced upon the Britiſb Throne !--- 
For, ſuppoſing his Birth not to be. /purious, 
(as we have great Reaſon to think it really 
was) what could we expect from one, deſ- 


cended from a Father, who, when Duke of 


Jerł, put all Scotland into Confuſion ; and 
afterwards, when crowned King of England, 
for his arbitragy and tyrannical Government, 
| both in Church and State, was juſtly obliged 
to abdicate the Throne, by the Aſſertors of 
Britih Liberty? Or, ſuppoſing the horrid Plot, 
firſt hatched in Hell, and afterwards nurſed at 
Rome, had taken Place, ſuppoſing, I ſay, the 
old Pretender ſhould have exchanged his Car- 
dinal's Cap for a Triple Crown, and have tranſ- 
ferred his pretended Title (as it is reported he 
has done) to his Eldeſt Son, what was all this 
for, but, that by being advanced to the Pope- 
dom, he might rule both Son and Subjects with 
leſs controul, and by their united Intereſt, keep 
the three Kingdoms of England, Scotland and 
Ireland, in greater Vaſlalage to the See of Rome ? 
Ever ſince this unnatural Rebellion broke out, 
I have looked upon the young Pretender as the 
Phaeten of the preſent Age. He is ambitiouſly 
and preſumptuouſly aiming to ſeat himſelf in the 
Throne of our rightful Sovereign King George, 
which he is no more capable of keeping, than 
Phaeton was to guide the Chariot of the Sun; 
and kad he ſucceeded in his Attempt, like him, 
would only have ſet the World on Fire. It 
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is true, to do him Juſtice, he has deſerved well 
of the Church of Rome, and, in all Probability, 
will hereafter be canonized amongſt the noble 
Order of their fititious Saints. But, with what 
an Iron Rod we might expect to have been 
bruiſed, had his Troops been victorious, may 
eaſily be gathered from thoſe cruet Orders found 
in the Pockets of ſome of his Officers, Give 
* no Quarters to the Eleftor's Troops. Add to 
this, that there was great Reaſon to ſuſpect, that, 
upon the firſt News of the Succeſs of the Re- 
bels, a general Maſſacre was intended. So that 
if the Lord had not been on our Side, Great 
Britain, not to ſay America, would, in a few 
Weeks or Months, have been an Aceldama, a 
Field of Blood'——Befides, was a Popiſh Pre- 
tender to rule over us, inſtead of being repre- 
ſented by a free Pailiament, and governed by 
Laws made by their Conſent, as we now are, 
we ſhould. ſhortly have had only the Shadow 
of one, and it may be, no Parliament at all. 
This is the native Product of a. Popiſß Gouern- 
ment, and what the unhappy Family, from which 
this young Adventurer pretends be deſcended, 
has always aimed at.---Arbitrary Principles 
he has ſucked in with his Mother's Milk, and 
if he had been ſo honeſt, inſtead of that imma- 
ture Motto upon his Standard, Tandem trium- 
phans,. only to have put, Stet: pro Ratione Vo- 
luntas, he had given us a ſhort, but true Por- 
traiture of the Nature of his intended, but, bleſ- 
ſed be God, now defeated Reign. And why 
ſhould I mention, that the ſinking of the na- 
tional Debt, and the Diſſolution of the preſent 
happy Union between the two Kingdoms, would 
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have been the immediate Conſequences of his 
Succeſs, as he himſelf declares in his ſecond 
Manifeſto, dated from. Holy-rood-Houſe ? Theſe 
are Evils, and great ones too; but then they 
are only Evils of a temporary Nature. They 
chiefly concern the Body, and muſt neceſſarily 
terminate in the Grave---But, alas! what an 
Inundation of ſp ritual Miſchieſs, would ſoon 
have overflowed the Church, and what un- 
ſpeakable Danger ſhould we and our Poſterity 
have been reduced to in reſpect to our better 
Parts, our precious and immortal Souls? How 
ſoon would whole Swarms of enks, Dominicans 
and Friars, like ſo many Locufts, have overſpread 
and plagued the Nation? With what winged 
Speed would foreign titular Biſhops have poſted 
over, in order to take Poſſeſſion of their reſ- 
pective Sees? How quickly would our Uni- 
 vwerſities have been filled with Youths who have 
been ſent abroad by their Popiſh Parents, in order 
to drink in all the Superſtitions of the Church of 
Rome? What a ſpeedy Period would have been 
put to Societies of all Kinds, for promoting Chri- 
ftian Knowledge, and propagating the Goſpel in fo- 
reign Paris * How ſoon would our Pulpits have 
every Where been filled with theſe old antichri- 
ſtian Doctrines, Free will, Meriting by Works, 
Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Works of Super- 
errogation; Paſſive Obedience, Non-reſiſtance, and 
all the other Abominations of the I hore of Ba- 
bylon'? How ſoon would our Protefant Charity 
Schools in England, Scotland and Ireland, have 
been pulled down, our Bibles forcibly taken from 
us, and Ignorance every where ſet up as the 
Mother of Devotion? Ho ſoon ſhould we have 
NEF % e 4 5 been 
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been depriv'd of that invaluable Bleſſing, Li- 
berty of Conſcience, and been obliged to com- 
mence (what they falſely call) Catholicks, or 
ſubmit to all the Tortures which a bigotted Zeal, 
guided by the moſt cruel Principles, could poſſibly 
invent? How ſoon would that Mother of Harlots 
have made herſelf once more drunk with the: 
Blood of the Saints ?---And. the whole Tribe 
even of Free-thinkers themſelves, been-brought: 
to this Dilemma, either to die Martyrs for, 
(although I never yet heard of one that did fo): 
or, contrary to all their moſt avowed Principles, 
renounce their great Diana, unaſſiſted, unen- 


lightened Reaſon? But I muſt have done, leſt 


while I am ſpeaking againſt Autichriſt, I ſhould 
unawares fall myſelf, and lead my Hearers into 
an antichriſtian Spirit. True and undefiled Re- 
ligion will regulate our Zeal, and teach us to» 
treat even the Man of Sin with no harſher Lan- 
guage than that which the Angel gave his grand. 
Employer Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, © _ 

Glory be to his great Name, the Lord has 
rebuked him, and that too at a Time when we 
had little Reaſon to expect ſuch a Bleſſing at 
God's Hands.---My dear Hearers, neither the 
preſent Frame of my Heart, or the Occafion of 
your late. ſolemn Meeting, lead me to give you a 


Detail of our Publick Wann + alas! 


they are ſo many, ſo notorious, and withal of 
ſuch a Crimſon-dye, that a Goſpel Miniſter 
would not be altogether inexcuſable, was he, 
even on ſuch a joyful Occaſion, % lift up his 
Joice lite a Trumpet, to ſpew the Britiſh Nation, 
their Tranſgreſſim, and the People of America 
their Sin. However, tho' I would not caſt: ai 
ſe 
ol. 
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of our late Rejoicings ſet before us; yet thus 
much may, and ought to be ſaid, viz. That 
as God has not dealt ſo bountifully with any 


Peeople as with us, ſo no Nation under Heaven. 
has dealt more ungratefully with Him. We 


have been like Capernaum, lifted up to Heaven 
in Privileges, and for the Abuſe of them, like 


her, have deſerved to be thruſt down into Hell, 


How well ſoever it may be with us, in reſpect to 
our Civil and Eccleſiaſtic Conſtitution, yet in 
regard to our Morals, {/a:ah's Deſcription of 
the Fewi/h Polity is too applicable, The whole: 


Head is fick, the whole Heart is faint, from 


« the Grown of the Head to the Sole of our Feet, 
* we are full of Wounds and Bruiſes, and putri- 
« fying Sores.” We have, Feſhurun like, wax- 
ed fat, and kicked, We have played the Har- 
lot againſt God, both in regard to Principles 
and Practices. Our Gold is become dim, and our 
fine Gold changed;---We have crucified the Son of 
God afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame. 


Nay, Chriſt has been wounded in the Houſe of 


tis Friends---And every thing long ago ſeemed 
to threaten an immediate Storm. But, Oh the 
Long-ſuffering and Goodneſs of God to us-ward ! 
When all Things ſeemed ripe for Deſtruction, 
and Matters were come to ſuch a Criſis, that 


God's praying People began to think, that though 


Noah, Daniel and Fob, were living, they would 
only deliver their own Souls; yet then in the 


Midſt of Fudgment the Mot High remembred 


 Mery, and when a Popiſh Enemy was breaking 


in upon us like a Flord, the Lord himſelf gra- 


ciouſly lifted up a Standard. 


This to me does not ſeem to be one of the moſt 


favourable Circumſtances which have attended 
go e this 
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this mighty Deliverance 3: nor do I think you- 
will look upon it as a Circumſtance altogether 
unworthy your Obſervation. —Had this Cockatrice- 
indeed been cruſhed in the Egg, and the young 
Pretender driven back upon his firſt Arrival, it 
would undoubtedly have been a great Bleſſing.— 
But not ſo great as that for which you lately aſ- 
ſembled to give God Thanks: For then his Ma- 
jeſty would not have had ſo good an Opportunity 
of knowing his Enemies, or trying his Friends. 
— The Britiſh Subjects would in a Manner have: 
loſt the faireſt Occaſion that. "F offered to ex- 
preſs their Loyalty and Gratitude to their. rightful 
Sovereign. France would not have been ſo great- 
ly humbled ; nor ſuch an effectual Stop have been. 
put, as we truſt there now. is, to any ſuch fur- 
ther Popiſh Plot, to rob us of all that is near and: 
dear to us.--- Out of the Eater therefore hath come- 
forth Meat, and out ef the Strong hath come forth 
Sweetneſs.---The Pretender's eldeſt Son is ſuffered: 
not only to land in the Vorth-Meſt Highlands in, 
Scotland, but in a little while he becomes a great 
Band. This for a Time is not believed, but 
treated as a Thing altogether incredible. The 
Friends of the Government in thoſe Parts, not 
for Want of Loyalty, but of ſufficient Authority 
to take up Arms, could not reſiſt him. He is 
permitted to paſs on. with his terrible. Banditti, 
and, like the Comet that was lately ſeen, (a Pre- 
ſage, it may be, of this very Thing) ſpreads his 
baleful Influences all around him. He is like 
wiſe permitted to gain a ſhort-liv'd Triumph, by 
a Victory over a Body of our Troops at Preſton- 
Pans, and to take a temporary Poſſeſſion of the 
Metropolis of Scotland. Of this he makes his 
Boaſt, and informs the Publick, (they are his 
1 own 
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own Words) that ©* Providence had hitherto fa- 
«© doured him with wonderful Succeſs, led him in 
« the May 10 Victory, and to the Capital of the 
« antient Kingdom, tho he came without fireign 
% Aid.“ --Nay, he is further permitted to preſs 
into the very Heart of England. But now the 
Almighty interpoſes.------ Hitherlo he was to go, 
and: no further. Here were his malicious De- 
ſigns to be ſtaid.----His Troops of a ſudden are 
driven back. Away they poſt to the Highlands, 
and there they are ſuffered not only to encreaſe, 
but alſo to collect themſelves into a large Body, 
that having, as it were, what Caligula once 
wild Nome had, but one Neck, they might be cut 
F with one Blow: 1 ; 
The Time, Manner, and Inſtrument of this 
ViRory: deſerves our Notice.—It was on a gene- 
ral Faſt-Day; when the Clergy and good People: 
of Scotland were lamenting the Diſloyalty of their 
perfidious Countrymen, and, like Moſes, lifting: 
up their Hands, that Amale# might not prevail. 
 —T he Victory was total and deciſive.— Little 
Blood. was ſpilt on the Side of the Royaliſts.— 
And, to crown all, Duke William, his Majeſty's 
youngeſt' Son, has the Honour of firſt driving; 


- 


back, and then defeating the Rebel-Army.—A 


Prince, who in his Infancy, and Non-age, gave 


early Proofs of an uncommon Bravery and Noble- 


_ neſs of Mind;—A Prince whoſe Courage has en- 
ereaſed with his Y ears; — Who returned wounded” 
from the Battle of Dettingen, behaved with ſur- 
prizing Bravery at Fontenoy, and now, by a Con- 


duct and Magnanimity becoming the high Office 
he ſuſtains, like his glorious Predeceflor the- 
Prince of Orange, has once more delivered Lo 
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Kingdoms from the Dread of Popiſh Cruelty and 
arbitrary Power. What renders it ſtill more 
remarkable is this, — The Day on which His 
Highneſs gained this Victory, was the Day after 
his Birth-Day, when he was entering on the 26th 
Year, of his Age.—And when Sullivan, one of 
the Pretender's Privy-Councit, like another Ahj- 
tophel, adviſed the Rebels to give our Soldiers 
Battle, preſuming they were ſurfeited and over- 
charged with their Yeſterday's Rejoicings, and 
conſequently unfit to make any great Stand againſt 
them. But, Glory be to God, who catches the 
Wiſe in their own Craft ineſs! his Counſel, like 
Abitophel's, proves abortive. Both General 
and Soldiers were prepared to meet them. God 
taught their Hands to war, and their Fingers to 
fight, and brought the Duke, after a bloody and 
deſervedSiaughter of ſome Thouſands of the Rebels, 
with moſt of his brave Soldiers, victorious from 
the Field. "6 
If we then take a diſtinct View of this notable 
Tranſaction, and trace it in all the particular Cir- 
cumſtances that have attended it, I believe we 
muſt with one Heart and Voice confeſs, that if 
it be a Mercy for a State to be delivered from a 
worſe than a Cataline's Conſpiracy, or a Church 
to be reſcued from a hotter than a Diocleſian Per- 
ſecution.— If it be a Mercy to be delivered from a 
Religion that turns Plow-ſhares into Swords, and 
Pruning-hooks into Spears, and make it merita- 
rious to {hed Proteſtant Blood.—If it be a Mercy 
to have all our preſent invaluable Privileges, both 
in Church and State, ſecured to us more than 
ever. If it be a Mercy to have theſe great 
Things done for us at a Seafon when, for our 
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erying Sins, both Church and State juſtly deſerv- 
ed to be overturned. —And if it be a Mercy to 
have all this brought about for us, under God, 
by one of the Blood-Royal, a Prince acting 
with an Experience far above his Vears.—If any, 
or all of theſe are Mercies, then have you lately 
commemorated one of the greateſt Mercies that 


ever the glorious God vouchſafed: the Britiſb Na- 
tie, £: | x * 
And ſhall we not rejoice and give Thanks? 


Should we refuſe, would not the Stones ery out 


againſt us? —Rejoice then we may and ought: 
But, Oh! let our rejoicing; be in the Lord, and 
tun in a religious Channel. This, we find, has: 
been the Practice of God's People in all Ages. — 
When he was pleaſed, with a mighty Hand and 
out · ſtretched Arm, to lead the Iſraelites through. 
the Red-Sea, as on dry Ground, Then ſang 

«© Moſes and the Children of Iſrael; and Miriam: 
&« the Propheteſs, the Siſter of Aaron, took a. 
% Timbrel in her Hand, and all the: omen went 
cc out after ber. And. Miriam anſwered them, 
« ing ye to the Lord; for he hath triumphed glo- 
«. rioufly.” When God ſubdued Jabin the King: 
of Canaan before the Children of //rael, ** Then 
« ſang Deborah and Barak on that Day, 12102 
« Praiſe ye the Lord for the avenging of Irael.“ 


When the Ark was brought back, out- of the- 


Hands of the Philiſtines, David, though a King, 
danced before it And, to mention but one In- 


ſtance more, which may ſerve as a general Di- 


rectory to us on this and ſuch like Occaſions: 
When the great Head of the Church had reſcued. 
his People from the general Maſſacre intended to 
be executed upon them by ng 


* 
+ 
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7 Hemant: % Mordecai,; ſent * Letters unte all : the 


e Jews that ware in all the Provinces of the King 
T Ahaſuerus,- both nigh and far, to etabliſþ a- 
„ gong them, that they. ſhould keep the Fuur tenth, 
66 Der of the Month Adar, and the Fifteenth 

Day of the ſame necks as. the, Days; wherein 
« the Jewszreſted from their Enemies,, and the 
« Month which. was turned unto them from Sorrow 
40 unto Joy, an 22 Mourniog into a ,g20d Day: 
cc, That 4 ſhould make them Days of. Feaſting. and 
Jay, and of, ſending Portions one to another, an 
« Gifts io the Poor.” And why Man we not 
8⁰ and do like wiſe? 

And ſhall we not N on. y an e 
expreſs Our Gratitude. to, and make honour- 
able mention of, thoſe Worthies who have ſigna⸗ 
lized themſelves, and been ready to, ſacrifice 
both Lives and F ortunes at this each June» 
ture? 

This would be to aA the Part of thoſe RE: 
| ful Tfraelites, who are branded in the Book of 
£300, for not ſhe wing Kindneſs, t the | Houſe 7 

6 Jerub- Baal, namely Gidegn, according ta f 
60 Gd which he ſhewed aantoLirzel.”” Even a 
| Pharaoh could prefer a deſerving Joſeph, Abaſue- 
rus a Mordecni, and Nebuchadnizzor a Daniel, 
when made Inſtruments of ſignal Setyice to them- 

ſelves)and People: H, Hart, far 8. Deborah, 
£75 1 (i. wy e ene rien 
and 
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« thro his Temples.” And ſhall we not ſay, 
Bleſſed above Men let his Royal "Highneſs the 
Duke of Cumberland be: For thro? his Inſtru- 
mentality, the great and glorious Jehovah hith 
brought mighty Things to paſs?“ Should not our 
Hearts be towards the worthy Arehbiſhop of 
York, the Raya Hunters, and thoſe other Engliſh 
Heroes who offered themſelves ſo rolling? Let 
the Names of Blacteney, Bland, and Rea, and 
all thoſe who waxed valiant in Fight on this im- 
portant Occaſion, live for ever in the Brijiſþ 


Annals. And let the Name of that great, that 


incomparable brave Soldier of the K ing, and good 
Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, Colonel Gardiner, (excuſe 
mie if I here drop a Feir---He was my intimate 
Friend) let his Name, 1 ſay, be had iy everlaſt- 
ing Remembrance. ach 

But, after all, is there not an infinitely breater 
Debt of Gratitude and Praiſe due from us, on 
_ Occaſion, to him that is higher than the 

Higheſt, even the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, the bleſſed and only Potentate? Is it not 
his Arm, his ſtrong and mighty Arm, (What In- 
Kruments ſoever may have been made uſe of) 


that hath brought us this Salvation? And may 


I not therefore addreſs you, in the exulting Lan- 
inning of this Fſalm from 
Text ? „ Ole 
his Name, maße 


guage of the 
which we have taken' our 
«© Thanks unte 1b. Lord, catl 


«© Eon bir Dieds" among the People. int att | 
40 bim Sing E. alms unte him — Tall ye of al bis 


e toond rb orks—Clory ye in his holy Name 


4. Rimwitber this mar valluu Wark which He hath 


IP. 4 . 


ut ſhall ve put off 


out good and Sdn BE- 


weer wh mere Li- Service? God 1 
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our worthy Governor has honoured God 
in his late excellent Proclamation, and God will 
honour bim.— But ſhall. our Thanks terminate 
with the Day. No, in no wiſe.— Our 
Text reminds us of a mire noble Sacrifice, and 
points out to us the great End the Almighty Je- 
hovah propoſes, in beſtowing ſuch ſignal Favours 
upon a People, viz. That they ſhould __ bis 
Statutes and keep his Laus. 
This is the Return we are all taught to pray ä 
that we may make to the moſt'High God, the 
Fatber of Mercies, in the daily Office of our 
Church, viz. That our Hearts may be un- 
40 ftignedly thankful, and that we may eto forth 
% bis Prat wb not only with our Lips, but in, our 
„Lives, by giving up our ſelves to his Service, and 
6, by whaling before him i in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
e nefs all our Days. — Oh that theſe Words 
were the real Language of all that uſe them ! Ob 
that there were in us ſuch a Mind How ſoon 
would our Enemies then. flee before us? And 
God, even our own God, yet give us more abun- 
dant Bleſſings! 
And why ſhould not we! ſerve God's Statutes, 
and keep bis Laws ?-—Dare any ſay, that any of 
bis Commands are grievous ?—Is not Chriſt's 
Yoke, to a renewed Soul, as far as renewed, 
eaſy; and his Burden comparatively' Jight ?—-- 
May I not appeal to the moſt refined Reaſoner, 
tie the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt be not a ſo- 
5 cial Religion? Whether the Moral Law, as ex- 
plained by the Lord Jeſus in the Goſpel, has not 
nat Tendency to promote the preſent Good 
and Happineſs of a whole Commonwealth, ſup- 
rome ory were Pony to them, as ou as the fy 
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Dhycurgus or Solon, 


Seneca, Cicero, or all the antient Lawgivers and 
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Happineſs of every Individual? From whence 
come Wars and Fighting amongſt us? From 
what Fountain do all thoſe Evils, which the 
preſent and paſt Ages have groaned under, flow, 
but from a Neglect of the Laws and Statutes of 
our great and M-wile Lawgiver Jeſus of Naza- 
reth ? — Tell me, ye Men of Letters, whether 

Biz. or Plato, Ariftotle, 


* 


Heathen Moraliſts, put them all together, ever 


publiſhed a Syſtem of Ethics any Way worthy: to 
be compared with the glorious Syſtem laid down 
in that muck deſpiſed Book, (to uſe Sir Richard 


Steel's Expreffion) emphatically called, the Serip- 


tures ? Is not the divine Image and  Superſcrip- 
tion written upon every Precept of the Goſpel ? 


Do they not ſhine with a native intrinſie Luſtre? 


And, tho many Things in them are aleve, yet, 
is there are T hing contrary to the ſtricteſt Laws of 


right Reaſon? Is not ſeſus Chriſt. in Scripture, 


ſtiled the Word, the Logos, the Reaſon? And is 


not his Service a reaſonable Service f. What if 


there be Myſteries in his Religion ? Are they not 


Without all nanny | great and glorious? 'Are 
they not Myfteries of:Godlineſs,: and: worthy that 


Myſtery that Men, who pretend to Reaſon, and 


God who reveals them? Nay, is it not the gteateſt 
call themſelves Philoſophers, who ſeatch/ into the 


Arcana Nature, and con ſequentiy find: a Myſ- 


tery in every Blade of Graſs,;ſhould yet be ſo 
ir rational as to decry all Myſteries in Religion ? 
Where is the Heribe? Where is the Hie? 


Where is the Diſputer againſt the Chriſtian Re- 


velation ?----Does not every Thing Gex. 
within us conſpire to prove its divine Original? 


And would not Self. intereſt, if there was no other 


Mo- 
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Motive, excite us to Herve God. 4 rt and 
ieh his: Laus? 
| Beſides, corfidered as a Proteſtant Peoplhs, do 
we not lie under the greateſt Obligations of any 
Nation under Heaven, to pay a chearful, unani- 
mous, univerſal, perſever ing Obedience to the di- 
vine Commands. ? 
The wonderful and ſurpriſing Manner of God's 
bringing about a Reformation, in the Reign of 
King Henry the Eighth. His carrying it on in the 
dleſies: Reign of King Edward: the Sixth. His 
delivering us out of os bloody Hands of Queen 
Mary, and deſtroying the Spaniſh invincible Ar- 
mada, under her immediate Proteſtant Succeſſor, 
_Queen'Wzab»:h.---His Diſcovery. of the Popiſb 
Plat under King James. — The gloriaus Revolution 
by King Millan - And to come nearer to our 
on Times, his driving away Four thenſand ius 
Hundred Spaniardt, from a weak, 1 the important) 
Frontier Calm, when they had, 33 
actually taken » Poſſeſſion of it 415 8 
Louiſbourg, one of the frongeſt Furireſſes of « — 
Enemies, contrary to all human Probability, but 
the other Day, into our Hands Theſe, 1 
ſay, with the Victory which you have lately been 
commemorating, are ſuch national Mareies, not 
to mention any more, as will render us utterly 


5 inexcuſable, if. 1 do not produce a. Zational Re- 


= formation, and incite us all, with one . * 

5 #oep God's Statutes, and obſerve his Laws. 

Need I remind you, further, in order to A 21 
in you a greater Hiligence to comply with the In- . 
tent of the Text, that though the Storm, in a 
| ess Meaſure, is abated by bis Royal Highneſs's" 
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be Clouds may again return after the Rain; 
and the few ſurviving Rebels (which I pray God 
avert) may yet be ſuffered to make Head againſt 
1. -Wie are ſtill engaged in a bloody, and, in 
all Probability, a tedious War, with two of the 
moſt inveterate Enemies to the Intereſts of Great 
Britain. And, though I cannot help thinking 
that their preſent [Intentions are ſo iniquitous, 
their Conduct ſo perfidious, and their Schemes ſo 
directly derogatory to the Honour of the mot 
high-Ged, that he will certainly humble them in 
the End, yet, as all Things, in this Life, happen 
alike to ally they may, for a Time, be- dreadful 
Inſtruments of ſcourging us. If not Pod has 
other Arrows in his Quiver to ſmi:e us Mih, be- 
ſides the French King, his Cathalick Majeſty, or 
an abjured Pretender · Not only the Sword, but 
Plague, 'Peſtilente, and Fumins, are under che 
divine Command. -- Who knows but he may ſay 
to-them al, Poſs through theſe Lande? A fatal 
Murrain has lately fwept away abundance” of 
Cattle at Home and Abroad. A like epidemical 
_ Diſeaſe may have a Commiſſion to ſeize our Per- 
ſons as well as our Beaſts. Thus God dealt 
with the Egyptians : Who dare fay he will-not 
deal fo with us? Has he not already given ſome 
Symptoms of it? What great Numbers upon the 

ntinent have been lately taken off by the 
| Bloody-Fluxy Small. Por, and Yellmu-Feroer-? Who 


can tell what further Judgment are yet in Store? 
However, this is certain, the Nod is yet 1 
over us: And I believe it will be granted on a 


Sides, that if ſuch various Diſpenſations of Mercy 
and Judgment do not teach the Inhabitants of any 
Land to learn Righteouſneſs,” they will only 'ripen 
them for a greater Ruin, Give meleave, * 4 
Sl ore, 
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fore, to diſmiſs you at this Time with that ſo- 
lemn, aweful Warning and Exhortation with 
which the venerable Samuel, ona public Occaſion, 
took Leave of the People of e. Only fear 
&« the Lord, and ſerve him in Truth, with all your 
„ Heart: For conſider how great Things he hath 
« done for you. But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, 
72 (l will not ſay as the Prophet did, you SHALL 
c be conſumed ; but] ye Inno not but you may pro- 
« woke the LORD Almighty to conſume both you 
„ and your King.” Which God of his infinite 
Mercy prevent, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt : To 
whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſts three 
Perſons, but ane God, be all Honour and Glory, 
uoto and far evermore. Amen, Amen. 
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